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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


EMISSARY INQUIRES ABOUT SHIPS--An emissary on behalf of Bani Sadr arrived in 
Israel last week to conduct negotiations on the purchase of a broadcasting ship. 
He held meetinsss with Abie Nathan [owner of the Voice of Peace radio ship] and 
with representatives of the ship Odelia [television station whose transmissions 
have been banned by the Communications Ministry]. At the moment, the most 
reasonable possibility seems to be the purchase of Odelia, since Abie Nathan's 
ship is in no condition to sail to the Persian Gulf. The customers intend to 
begin transmissions in May, opposite the Iranian shore. The emissary noted 
that Bani Sadr intends to return to Iran in September with the cooperation of 
the army and cther underground groups active overseas. According to him, Bani 
Sadr is in contact with the Americans but his budget is limited. The emissary 
is a former Israeli who has been living in London and Paris for many years. 

In the past his name was mentioned in connection with the aborted coup stagel 
by Nikos Sampson in Cyprus and with the organization of raids on the homes of 
Arab statesmen in London for the Israeli Mosad. Mr Abie Nathan confirmed he 
had held negotiations which bore no results. [Report by Yig'al Laviv] [Text] 
[TA211403 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 21 Mar 82 p 3] 


ISRAELI EXPORTS TO EGYPT--In the first few months of 1982 Israeli exports to 
Egypt have increased by about 50 percent and are now running at a rate of 1.5 
million dollars monthly. Most of the exports are agricultural, but industrial 
exports are also on the rise. Imports from Egypt are small; mainly papers 

and books. Two Israeli firms, Polgat and Delta, are in an advanced state of 
negotiations with Egyptian companies about setting up joint factories. Aderet 
and Fibrotex are also planning to operate in Egypt. [Text] [TA211846 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Egnlish 1800 GMT 21 Mar 82} 


TRANSPORT AGREEMENT SIGNED IN CAIRO--Israel and Egypt have signed a transport 
agreement in Cairo that stipulates that trucks and buses may pass the border 
regularly even before the Sinai withdrawal is completed. Vehicles will be 
permitted to cross the border from the middle of next month. Owners of trucks 
will receive multiple entry permits and they will not need to request a visa 
for every separate trip. If they buy fuel in Egypt, they will have to pay a 
fuel tax at the border. It has also been decided that the port in Sharm 
al-Shaykh will serve as a permanent entry port for private shipping and Israeli 
citizens will be able to go to Sinai via that port. [Text] [TA191823 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1800 GMT 19 Mar 82] 








[SRAELI COMPANY WINS BID--Six Israeli companies submitted bids on the supply 

of irrigation equipment for orchards in Egypt. A company belonging to Kibbutz 
Mezer has won the tender and an order for equipment worth $800,000, but the 
company directors have complained about the stiff competition they had with 

the other Israeli companies. In their opinion, the government should intervene 
in such cases in order to prevent destructive competition. The irrigation 
equipment is needed for a development project in the Ismailia area where 4,000 
dunam of citrus orchards will be planted. [Text] [TA140639 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 0500 GMT 14 Mar 82] 


YOUTH EXCHANGES AGREEMENT SIGNED--An agreement on youth exchanges between Israel 
and Egypt has been signed in Cairo between Mr ‘Oded Kohen, director of the 
youth department of the Ministry of Education and Culture, and Mr (Gamal Alam), 
chairman of the Supreme Council for Youth Exchanges in Egypt. The agreement 
was signed as part of the first visit of the Israeli youth deiegation to Egypt. 
The delegation, which returned this week to Israel, was organized by the youth 
department of the Ministry of Education. ‘Oded Kohen said that it was agreed 
with the Egyptians that there would be no further official youth visits, but 
rather unofficial youth exchanges. Implementation of the ENW agreement will 
begin this summer when a youth group from Egypt will come to Israel for 14 days 
and Israeli youth groups will travel to Egypt for the same period. Every 

group will number 50 youths who will stay at summer youth camps in both 
countries, will visit families and travel. A delegation of youth inspectors 
and counsellors will leave for Egypt in May, and a similar group will come 

from Egypt to Israel. A symposium will be held in Jerusalem and Cairo on 

youth issues. [Text] [TA100950 Jerusalem Government Press Office in English, 
9 Mar 82] 


DIRECT MAIL LINK--A postal agreement establishing a land mail service between 
Israel and Egypt was agreed on in principle last night in Jerusalem by offic- 
ials of the Communications Ministry and the director of the Egyptian Postal 
Services, Kamal Fawzi. Until now letters and packages between the two coun- 
tries have been routed indirectly via Greece or Italy. Under the provisions 
of the new agreement, letters and packages will be carried in tourist buses 
travelling between Israel and Egypt starting 1 April, and by regular egged bus 
lines expected to begin operating after 15 April. It will also allow the 
issuing of credit cards with which Israeli tourists in Egypt could obtain 
Egyptian pounds at postal banks in Egypt and Egyptian tourists could receive 
shekels at postal banks here. The five-man delegation from the Egyptian 
postal services yesterday toured the new sorting centre of the Communications 
Ministry in Tel Aviv. [Text] [TA240946 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in 
English 24 Mar 82 p 3] 


CSO: 4400/174 




















INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


HABIB CHATTI WRITES TO UN ON WEST BANK SITUATION 
LD251842 Riyadh SPA in Arabic 1315 GMT 25 Mar 82 


[Text] Jidda, 25 Mar (SPA)--Habib Chatti, secretary general of the Islamic 
Conference Organization has sent a message to the UN secretary general and 

the chairman of the Security Council on the deteriorating situation in the 
occupied West Bank. Habib Chatti confirmed in his message that the Islamic 
Conference Organization regards the terrorist actions of the Israeli occu- 
pation authorities as clear proof of the continuing efforts of the authorities 
to annex the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, efforts which have caused a new 

and dangerous escalation of the situation which threatens peace and security 
in the Middle East. 


Habib Chatti said that the United Nations has a clear duty to take effective 
necessary measures to prevent Israel from annexing the Palestinian land 
under military occupation after it recently annexed the Golan Heights and 
before that holy Jerusalem. He also confirmed that the forces which back 
Israel politically and militarily have a grave responsibility because their 
military support provides Israel with the means to continue its challenge to 
international opinion and prevents the implementation of the UN charter. 
Finally, Chatti expressed confidence that the international community will 
find effective means to prevent the continuation of the Israeli crimes 
against humanity, in accordance with international law and will defend peace 
and security in the Middle East and throughout the world. 


CSO: 4400/182 




















INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


FRENCH-ARAB BANK PRESIDENT COMMENTS ON ARABIZATION 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 36, Mar 82 p 23 


‘Article: President of New International French-Arab Bank Says, ‘Arab-Foreign 
Partnership Has Exhausted Its Purposes so ~he Step for the Full Arabisation 
of the Bank Was Taken' "] 


(‘Text ]| Joint Arab international banks have recently experienced fundamental 
changes in ownership. While some of them have become totally owned by Arabs, 
the share neld by Europeans in other banks has declined. 


The outstanding development in this area was that which occurred in the Inter- 
national French-Arab Bank and its group; they were fully Arabised. 


AL-LQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL met with Mr ‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Saqr, president of Kuwait's 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry who is considered one of the first proponents 
for the establishment of joint international Arab banks, specifically the estab- 
lishment of the International French-Arab Bank in 1969. AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL 
reviewed these developments with Mr al-Saqr and found out from him what were 

the driving forces behind these developments. 


Mr Saqr said, "The driving forces that contributed to the creation of the Inter- 
na-tional French-Arab Bank were both political and economic. The political 
driving force manifested itself in the much appreciated posture assumed by the 
late French president Charles De Gaulle alongside the Arab right during the 

days of the war between the Arab nation and Israel in 1967. It was logical for 
some of us to begin translating Arab gratitude in a practical manner based on 
cooperation with French institutions in all economic fields. Thus when the idea 
for establishing an Arab-French bank for international investments was pro- 
posed, it was welcomed in a concrete way. 


"In addition to the political driving force we needed such a project which for 
us would become a sort of window through which we could look out on economic 
conditions in the western world. It would become for us an experiment from 
which we would gain a new exoerience from our European partners who specialize 
in the field of investment banking. Our third driving force was to serve the 
Arab economy and to provide it with a new financing and investment tool. 


"The incentive for our European partners to contribute to this project was to 

















strengthen their relations and turther their ties with the Arab countries. 
fhus, everyone was expecting mutual benefits from the establishment of the 
bank." 


Responding to a question about the reasons that led to the ownership transfer 
of non-Arab shares [in the bank] to the National Bank of Kuwait in particular, 
he said: 


"We had recently noticed that shareholders in the French-Arab group had lost 
the need for the continued partnership between them because that partnership 
had exhausted its basic purposes and incentives. On che basis of that convic- 
tion, we thought we would come to a friendly agreement with the non-Arab side 
and purchase its share in the French-Arab group at its real value. This would 
take place under the supervision of international controllers. We also thought 
that the acquisition and replacement by a major Arab bank with large capabi- 
Lities of the non-Arab shares in the French-Arab group would serve the 
interests of the bank and its group in international money markets. Thus the 
aforementioned shares were purchased by the National Bank of Kuwait." 


Regarding the formation of new boards of directors for the French-Arab bank 
group Mr al-Saqr said, "We have endeavored to have all Arab contributions 
(Kuwaiti, Saudi, Gulf, Libyan, Tunisian, Algerian and Moroccan) represented 
in these new boards. Thus, the board of directors of the French-Arab Holding 
Company has 18 members. | was elected president of the board, and al-Shaykh 
'Abd-al-'Aziz ‘Abdallah al-Sulayman was elected vice president. 


"The board of directors of the International French-Arab Bank has 12 members. 
I was elected president of the board, and Mr Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Muhsin al-Kharafi 
was elected vice president. 


"Also the board of directors of the French-Arab Bank in Bahrain has four mem- 
bers. Mr '‘Abd-al-Muhsin al-Kharafi was elected president of the board, and 
al-—Shaykh 'Abd-al-'Aziz ‘Abdallah al-Sulayman was elected vice president." 


It is worth noting that the board of directors has appointed Mr Tony Jad'un 
general manager of the bank as of last February 1. 


8592 
CSO: 4404/359 














INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


MORE AGREEMENT NOTED IN ECONOMIC-SOCIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 36, Mar 82 pp 60-61 


[Article: "The 32nd Session of the Economic-Social Council: a Meeting with no 
Surprises Clarified the Scope of the 'Plan' "'] 


[Text ] Food security plans turned over to funds and 
Development Decade Council. 

Will the "brain bank" attract qualified people from 
abroad or will it increase the competition for them 
in Arab markets? 


The mirimum required for the "success" of any Arab meeting is the absence of 
disagreement, at least in public, even if that were to lead to the elimination 
of all fundamental questions [from consideration at the meeting]. This con- 
dition was undoubtedly guaranteed at the last meeting of the Arab Economic and 
Social Council, especially since Arab ministers of economy and finance, due to 
excessive inquiry into suggestions and recommendations, have become "experts" 
in referring projects to others and overcoming embarrassments, thereby allowing 
all parties at the end of a meeting to consider it successful. 


The 32nd meeting of Arab ministers of the economy and finance which was held in 
Tunisia between 2 and 7 February held no surprises. In the view of numerous 
delegation chiefs, it was an ordinary meetiig or a meeting for following up 

on and clarifying points that had been raised at the previous meeting. These 
had remained unresolved [since then], especially the matter of the joint Arab 
action plan. It had been decided that consideration of that action pie would 
be postponed to a special session for which a date has not yet been set. This 
was right after certain reservations were expressed by Gulf delegations, 
especially those of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 


Thus, one of the successes of the recent session of the Economic and Social 
Council may lie in the fact that there were no differences in points of view 
such as those which had emerged clearly in the previous session. It seems that 
the confusion around the notion and the scope of the plan was removed. Also the 
fact that 18 Arab ministers attended the meeting was one of the successes of 
the meeting. Never before in the history of the meetings of the Economic and 
Social Council had such a number of ministers attended the meeting. 











And now, what about the practical results? 


Dr 'Abd-al-Muhsin Zalzalah, the assistant secretary general for Economic 
Atfairs of the Arab League evaluated the results and recommendations that were 
achieved, indicating that the council was able to "devise a practical mechanism 
for implementing the joint Arab action plan." After looking into the progress 
that had been made in the area of getting out the opinions of the Arab govern- 
ments on the plan and considering the extent to which the joint projects were 
consistent with the regional plans, the council decided that the field study 
was to continue and that fact-finding missions were to be sent. It was also 
decided that the participation of Arab funds, in addition to that of university 
agencies, be requested in the fact-finding operations on the field. In prac- 
tical terms this means stronger participation by the countries of the Gulf, 
which carry more weight in these funds, in the aforementioned process of study. 


The next expected step after that of these field missions is that of holding an 
expanded meeting which is to be attended by officials of Arab ministries of 
planning, by university experts and by officials of Arab funds. These people 
would evaluate results and observations and present their recommendations to a 
special session of the Economic-Social Council. 


Before waiting for the recommendations of the field missions, it seems that the 
Economic-Social Council decided to keep food security projects separate from 
the plan. Food security projects were thus turned over to the Arab funds and to 
the Development Decade Council--that is, the Gulf countries. It is known that 
there are almost 50 Arab food security projects included in the plan. Feasi- 
bility studies for eight of those have been completed; feasibility studies for 
six projects require some modernization and reconsideration of their assump- 
tions. The remaining projects--about 36 projects--require funding for their 
feasibility studies. 


Facilitating the Movement of Arab Labor 


The Economic-Social Council discussed a report prepared by the Arab League in 
conjunction with specialized Arab organizations about labor conditions in the 
Arab world. The report stated that about 4 million Arabs were currently working 
outside their countries in other Arab countries. The report also included 
specific suggestions regarding organizing and facilitating the movement of Arab 
labor within Arab countries. However, the council did note in this regard that 
a more useful way for confronting this matter was to have the countries which 
provide a source of labor and the countries which receive that labor meet in 
the context of the Arab League to form a specific agreement, especially since 
there are numerous bilateral agreemencs regulating the movement by the workers 
of some Arab countries into other Arab countries. 


Talent Bank 


One of the significant results achieved by the recent meeting in Tunisia was 

approval of the establishment of an Arab brain bank--it is perhaps best to call 
it a talent bank. Its function would be to attempt ensuring a link between the 
available supply of skills and superior talents and the demand for them through 





a documentation process that relies on computers. Through this process one can 
obtain on a continuing basis an immediate list of the supply [of talent] that 

is available for a position or a skill simply by providing the particular speci- 
fications for that job or skill. Naturally, the usefulness of this bank will be 
considerable if it helps attract Arab talent abroad. There is basic competition 
over Arab talent within the Arab market. This is the problem which may require 

a solution that would alleviate its effects on the stability of Arab 
institutions. 


Piracy at Sea 


Among the subjects that were considered at the meeting of the Economic Council 
was that of piracy at sea. In recent years a large number of Arab merchants, 
especially Gulf merchants, have fallen victims to piracy. The council decided 
to work through UNCTAD, the UN Conference on Trade and Development to combat 
this phenomenon. The council also decided to ask Arab governments to share 
information so as to find out the agencies that practice such swindles or 
assist in them, put them on a black list and prohibit doing business with them. 
The council also decided to ask Arab governments to join agreements that con- 
tribute to the fight against piracy at sea. 


The Position on Greece 


In the political field the council adopted a resolution that was considered 

a positive response to Greece's initiative: Greece recognized the PLO as the 
sole, legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, and it conferred 
diplomatic status on the PLO's office in Athens. Besides, Greece voted with the 
Arab nations when the vote was taken at the UN General Assembly on Israel's 
resolution to annex Syria's Golan Heights. The resolution charged the economic 
general secretariat of the Arab League to study the practical steps that would 
strengthen economic and political ties with Greece. 


The next regular meeting ot the council was scheduled to be held in the Tunisian 
capital from 25 to 30 August of this year. 


8592 
CSO: 4404/359 








INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRAZIL EXPANDS TRADE WITH ARABS 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 30, Mar 82 p 15 


(Article: "Brazil Liberalizes Trade with Arab Markets: Direct Sea Route to 
Saudi Arabia and Air Route between Lebanon and Brazil" ] 


[Text] The first direct sea route between Brazil and the ports of the East 
Mediterranean extending further to the Red Sea, especially the ports of Saudi 
Arabia and the port of al-'Aqabah, has been opened. 


Late last month the first ship began sailing on this new route, which is con- 
sidered the first of its kind. 


This ship is one of four large ships purchased for that purpose by the Sultan 
Shipping Company. The make of the ships is thought to be modern, and each ship 
has a capacity of about 17,000 tons. The ships are characterized by the fact 
that they are multi-purpose vessels used for transporting international goods as 
well as refrigerated and non-refrigerated containers. 


With the opening of this direct route between Brazil and the ports of Saudi 
Arabia, al-—'Aqabah and other ports, Brazilian products can be imported into 
Arab markets and sold at competitive prices. This had not been possible before 
since ships had to pass by European ports and pay additional shipping fees 
that exceeded 40 percent of the cost of shipping on the new direct route. 


The Sultan Shipping Company, which established this sea route with the encourage- 
ment of the Brazilian government, is a Lebanese company located in Athens. 


Operations on this direct sea route with Brazil ‘vere preceded by the visit of 
a Brazilian economic delegation to Saudi Arabia. That delegation explored the 
tields that are available [tor trade] in the markets of the kingdom. 


lt is known that Brazil has good economic ties with Iraq which had been ensuring 
a large portion of Brazil's oil needs. However, after the war between Iraq 
and Iran broke out, Saudi Arabia became Brazil's alternate source for oil. 


On the other hand, negotiations on opening an air route between Lebanon and 
Brazil are underway. However, the management of Lebanon's Middle East Airways 

is still apprehensive about the losses it may incur as a result of the operation 
of that route, at least initially. In this regard it has been learned that 








numerous Lebanese expatriates in Brazil, with concrete economic and financial 
capabilities have indicated their willingness to take part in bearing the costs 
of the initial stage so as to encourage traffic between Lebanon and Brazil and 
strengthen ties between Lebanese citizens living in Lebanon and Lebanese 
expatriates. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


OVERVIEW OF ARAB INSURANCE INDUSTRY 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 36, Mar 82 pp 68-69 


[Article by Husayn Fawwaz, Frederick ‘Awad, Hasib Abu Dargham and the Advisory 
Center for the Middle East in Bahrain: "Special Report: Developments of the Arab 
Insurance Market; Principal Problems for the Arab 'nsurance Market: Competition, 
Increased Risks and Shortage of Staff; Volume of Premiums in Arab Market Is 3 
Billion Dollars; Gulf War Detained 62 Ships, Increased War Fees" |] 


(Text | The Arab insurance market continued to grow rapidly last year. In 1981 
the volume of premiums in this market exceeded 3 billion dollars, compared with 
900 million dollars in 1975 and about 2 billion dollars in 1979. 


The Arab market underwent some significant developments in the foregoing year. 
These developments are expected to interreact this year and yield full-shaped 
results. The most important of these developments are: 


1. The terrain of the Gulf war has expanded and detained about 62 ships in Shatt 
al-'Arab. 


This development increased insurance coverage on ships and goods headed to the 
Shatt al-'Arab area by 100 percent. It also inflicted losses on the underwriters 
at Lloyd's and at the Greek Society for common risks of war. These losses were 
estimated at about 250 million dollars and were the result of the detention 

of the aforementioned ships. It imposed relatively high additional fees on 
insurance prices for installations or hulls of ships and goods against the risks 
of war. 


2. The Arab Insurance Group (ARIG), which is located in Bahrain, made a strong 
entrance into Arab and world markets in July 1981 after somewhat completing the 
building of its structures. After a few months the group's volume of business 
reached about 50 million dollars, an extremely encouraging figure. One mentions 
in this regard that it was Kuwait, Libya and the United Arab Emirates which 
established the group in 1980 with a capital of 3 billion dollars. However, the 
working capital of the group does not exceed 150 million dollars. 


3. The Arab Fund for Insurance against the Risks of War, which is headquartered 
in Baghdad, began its business in January 1981. The fund, which includes a group 
of about 30 insurance companies doing business in the Gulf area, hopes that its 








premiums this year will amount to 12 million dollars. Last year total premiums 
amounted to about 10 million dollars. 


The Arab Insurance Group and the Arab Fund for Insurance against the Risks of 
War are two organizations established in immediate reaction to the measure that 
was taken by the Lloyd's Group in August 1979. That measure required that mari- 
time insurance fees against the risks of war for ships and goods headed to the 
Gulf area be raised. At that time governments of the Gulf states considered this 
measure extortion. There is no coordination between the two organizations. 


4. The Arab insurance market grew as a result of development plans, because 

the number of engineering establishments has multiplied and because revenues 

in the oil countries or in the countries that depend on the oil countries for 
their living have developed. This was countered by a considerable increase in 
the number of insurance companies, agents and brokers doing business in the Arab 
market. This led to the creation of keen competition which reduced insurance 
prices in some basic branches of insurance such as engineering, marine and fire. 
It stabilized prices generally at pre-1975 rates which did not keep up with the 
high rates of inflation in the Arab countries. 


5. There are no accurate statistics about the number of Arab and foreign insu- 
rance companies and agencies in the Arab area in 1981, but it is believed that 
the number of companies amounted to about 140 and the number of agencies to 
about 250. All of them are competing in the Saudi, Gulf and Lebanese market 

in general to increase their receipts of [insurance] premiums. 


6. Competition, which is preventing prices from rising to reasonable levels 

in the aforementioned countries, has made international and even Arab reinsu- 
rance companies apprehensive of the fact that this situation may have an effect 
on them in the future at a time when risks are increasing. Hundreds of engi- 
neering establishments which were set up in the past 6 years lack the minimum 
precautionary measures for preventing fires, explosions and other hazards. Fur- 
thermore, the Arab region is experiencing an unsettled condition in general 
requiring insurance prices to be raised: in the Gulf area the Iraqi-Iranian war 
is still raging, and in the East Mediterranean the dangers of the Arab-Israeli 
war still exist. It is highly probable that this war may include the Saudi bor- 
ders. What is being said about the Gulf and the East Mediterranean applies to 
the Red Sea and the Arab Maghreb area. However, international reinsurance com- 
panies lost the ability to maneuver when the Arab Insurance Group and the Arab 
fund for Insurance against the Risks of War were established. The Lloyd's group 
was no longer the only group setting insurance prices in the area. It was this 
that induced the British to state that the Arab market had become a competitor. 


7. As far as being able to take in Arab risks and keeping the maximum premiums 
within the Arab market, no fundamental change in the situation has occurred. 
Most premiums leave the Arab region and head abroad. Arab insurance groups which 
were established in the past tor the aforementioned objective were not able to 
realize sufticient growth because the insurance companies that were members in 
them did not adhere to [the notion of] assigning the Arab insurance groups the 
operations that had been agreed upon in that regard. The shipping reinsurance 
group, which is located in Kuwait, lost a large number of its companies as a 


12 








result of the boycott of Egyptian companies. It also suffered tremendous losses 
because one of the ships sank. The maritime insurance group on the hulls of 
ships, which is located in Morocco, had premiums of no more than 164,000 
dollars. The engineering group, which is located in Baghdad, is still doing 
little business. Premiums of the aviation group did not exceed 1 million dollars 
in 1980. The fire group realized significant progress: its premiums increased 
from 250,000 to 650,000 dollars, but the volume of business was not sufficient. 


8. As far as the Lebanese market is concerned--it alone includes 97 companies-- 
it too is suffering from competition and reduced prices. Furthermore, it is also 
suffering from the continued events and disturbances. Therefore, its activity in 
the Lebanese market is limited and cautious in the various fields of insurance. 
Total premiums of the 42 national companies doing business [in Lebanon] amounted 
to about 541 million pounds between 1972 and 1980. Their share of the total 
business in the local market amounts to 55.3 percent. 


Competition and weak prices caused the Lebanese companies to make a weak entry 
into the Gulf market. One notes that most of the Lebanese companies have 
offices, brokers and operations in the Gulf market. These operations provide 
practical compensation for the Limited activity in the Lebanese market. 


9. Most Arab insurance companies have a shortage of staff and expertise in some 
insurance fields. There is an institute in Lebanon from which about 60 persons 
who are trained in insurance operations graduate. But in the remaining Arab 
countries, except for Egypt, there are no institutes from which administrators 
and ordinary officers graduate. However, high level insurance expertise, 
especially in the area of evaluating damages and determining the method by which 
damage occurs is either non-existent or very rare. It must be noted that the 
significant factor which delayed the start of operations for the Arab Insurance 
Group was the search for local, Arab and international staff. Thus, the problem 
of a shortage in staff and expertise is the third most important problem after 
keen competition and increased risks. 


In the tollowing pages the presidents and directors of some insurance companies 


doing business in Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain discuss the problems of 
the industry, chief among which is competition. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB DEVELOPMENT DECADE PRESIDENT OUTLINES PLANS 
Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 36 Mar 82 p 16 


[Interview with Al-Shaykh Hamdan ibn Rashid, President of the Board of Directors 
of the Development Decade by Yasir Hilal: "Al-Shaykh Hamdan ibn Rashid Says, 
‘Projects That Strengthen Arab Economic Integration Are To Have Priority' "| 


[Text] The board of directors of the Arab Development Decade which is made 

up of the ministers of finance of the Gulf states will hold its second meeting 
in Kuwait next April 26 to consider the possibility of adding new projects 

to those of the Development Decade and to make decisions on the applications 

for funding submitted by six countries. These applications for funding total 

350 million dollars. Allocations earmarked for the Development Decade program 
which will be implemented over 4 period of 10 years amount to 5 billion dollars. 


The board of directors of the Development Decade will attempt to coordinate 

the relationship between the joint Arab plan of action and the Arab Development 
Decade by coordinating business between authorized participating organizations. 
It is possible that the Development Decade will add to the list of six countries 
it will finance--these are the less developed Arab countries--other Arab coun- 
tries such as Tunisia and Jordan. 


The minister of finance and industry in the United Arab Emirates, al-Shaykh 
Hamdan ibn Rashid Al Maktum, who is the president of the board of directors 

of the Development Decade, reviewed the developments of the Development Decade 
for AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in the following interview. 


[Question] What measures have been taken to implement the Development Decade? 


[Answer] After the 11th Arab Summit Conference issued the resolution that 
pertains to the account of the First Arab Development Decade, meetings for 
government experts were held so that regulatory rules can be drawn up to control 
the Decade's bookkeeping, its management method and [its] lending conditions. 


Atter that the board of directors held its first meeting in Kuwait on 19 Novem- 
ber. It was attended by representatives of the participating countries and 

the secretary general of the Decade. At that meeting the regulatory rules were 
endorsed; the contributions of countries were determined; and a management 
committee was formed. 
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The board has [already] considered in a preliminary manner some of the projects 
that have been submitted to it. It has recommended that feasibility studies 
tor these pojects be completed. 


(Question] What countries are benefiting from the Development Decade? 


[Answer| The principal purpose of the Decade is to close the development gap 
that exists among Arab countries during the decade of the eighties. Thus, the 
first group of countries to benefit from the resources and the account of the 
Decade are the less developed Arab countries. Specifically, [these are] Sudan, 
Somalia, North Yemen, South Yemen, Djibouti and Mauritania. 


The general secretariat is now considering the conditions of countries that are 
receiving benefits. At the same time it is considering major development pro- 
jects in these countries. These projects are selected in the light of a strategy 
for common economic Arab action, with priority being given to projects that 
strengthen efforts for Arab economic integration. Feasibility studies will also 
be financed by Development Decade appropriations. In addition, technical assis- 
tance will also be provided. 


[Question] What in your view are the most important projects of the Decade? 


[Answer] The most important projects are the earth stations for the Arab Satel- 
lite communications Network, ARABSAT and the grain silos pojects [which are 
being implemented] in the context of the Arab Food Security Program. In addi- 
tion, there are a few regional projects whose studies are being completed now. 


The Development Decade: Projects in Preliminary Stage for Six Arab Countries 


[It has been learned that the projects which will be discussed at the second 
meeting of the board of directors of the Development Decade next April 26 in 
Kuwait are: 


--The earth stations for communicating with the Arab satellite. These will be 
built in the countries that are benefiting from the Decade. The rest of the 
Arab countries will build their stations at their own expense. 


—~-Grain silos in the context of the benefiting countries only. 

--Modernizing the sugar refineries in Sudan. 

Funding requests for these projects amounted to about 200 million dollars. 

--A plan for building two roads in Djibouti and plans for building other roads 
in Somalia, Mauritania amd both Yemens. Funding requests for these projects 
amounted to 150 million .ollars. 

[t has been learned that a few Arab countries, especially Tunisia and Jordan, 
did try to benefit from the Decade's first year allocations, which amounted to 


500 million dollars, but the countries that are funding the Development Decade 
proposed a hierarchy of priorities which includes Sudan, Djibouti, Somalia, 











Mauritania, North Yemen and South Yemen. It is known that the Development 
Decade is an extension of the resolution that was issued by the 11th Arab Sum- 
mit Conference in Oman. The resolution stipulated that 5 billion dollars be 
allocated within a 10-year plan at a rate of 500 million dollars per year to 
the Arab developing countries as a direct form of Arab cooperation. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


"ARAFAT MESSAGE TO YAR--Col ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, president of the republic 
and commander in chief of the armed forces, has received a written message 
from Brother Yasir ‘Arafat, PLO Executive Committee chairman. The message 
deals with current developments in the Arab arena, particularly in the 
occupied Arab territories, and the Zionist occupation authorities’ repressive 
and brutal measures against the inhabitants there. The message explains how 
the enemy is trying to impose civil administration and Judaize the West 

Bank and Gaza Strip. The message also necessitates an urgent action within 
the framework of our country's efforts in order to have an Arab move capable 
of ending this vicious Zionist onslaught on our Palestinian people inside 
the occupied Arab territories. [Text] [JN242100 San'a' Domestic Service 

in Arabic 2000 GMT 24 Mar 82] 





SKILLED INDONESIANS TO REGION--The Indonesian government announced that it has 
begun an expanded program to train and qualify 17,000 Indonesians who will be 
prepared technologically to work in various economic sectors, especially oil 
sectors, so they can later be sent to work in the various Arab countries that 
need skilled workers and technical experts. Indonesia has not determined the 
location where these young people will go, but it is known that so far the Gulf 
countries have been the ones that have taken in most of this kind of Asian 
labor. It is [also] known that some of these countries have begun complaining 
about the predominance of the Asian factor which has begun to threaten the 
sovereignty, independence and even the identity of these countries. [Text] 
[Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 252, 1-7 Mar 82 p 37] 8592 


ARAB COMMON MARKET EXPANDS--The board of the Alliance of Arab Chambers of Com- 
merce concluded its meetings which were held in Kuwait last week by adopting a 
number of recommendations. The most prominent of these deal with expanding the 
scope of the Arab Common Market and implementing its regulations. Such action is 
considered basic to the Arab nations coordinating their production bases, 
setting a right course for their resources and benefiting from the specializa- 
tion in production. The alliance asked that Arab investments stay in Arab coun- 
tries. It considered the uniform agreement for the investment of Arab capital in 
Arab countries to be a new attempt to devise a legislative framework making the 
movement and investment of capital easier. At the same time it emphasized the 
necessity of first establishing confidence between these countries and their 
citizens. [Text] [Paris AL-NAHAR AL-'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic No 252, 1-7 
Mar 82 p 37] 8592 
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JORDANIAN DOCTORS IN WEST BANK--A delegation of the Jordanian Doctors' Associa- 
tion visited the territories last week. Our correspondent Phinhas '‘Inbari has 
learned that the delegation's chief objective was to examine the medicines 
manufactured by plants in the territories and to pave the way for their use 
also in Jordan. A large medicine manufacturing plant with very modern equip- 
ment is located in Ramallah. [Text] [TA141433 Jerusalem Domestic Service in 


Hebrew 1400 GMT 14 Mar 82] 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 





CHATTI DISCUSSES MARCOS' TALKS IN JIDDA 
NC251942 Paris AFP in English 1320 GMT 25 Mar 82 


Text] Jidda, Saudi Arabia, 25 Mar (AFP)--Islamic Conference Secretary 
General Habib Chatti said today after the visits here this week of Philippine 
President Ferdinand Marcos and the leader of the rebel Moslem Liberation 
Front in the Philippines that the two had not met because "such a meeting 
had no chance of yielding results." 


Mr Chatti, who conferred separately in Jidda with President Marcos and 
Nur Misuari, leader of the Moro National Liberation Front, told AFP that 
both had been posing in advance "irreconcilable terms." 


The Marcos government insists on recognition for the principle of self- 
government in the country's southern Moslem provinces, while the Moro Front 
demands full independence from the Philippines, Mr Chatti indicated. 


He added that the Islamic Conference--which has charged a committee consisting 
of Saudi Arabia, Libya, Somalia and Senegal to mediate a settlement--stili 
stands by the 1976 Tripoli accord, whereby both sides agreed to limited 
autonomy for the southern Moslem region. 


"This has not been done, and Manila has implemented the agreement unilaterally 
in a way that corresponds neither to the letter nor the spirit of the Tripoli 
accord," Mr Chatti said. 


Mr Chatti said, however, that he was “optimistic about how matters will tur 
out,'' in view of agreement he reached when Mr Marcos was here yesterday that 
contacts be maintained between the Islamic Conference Orzanization and the 
Manila Government. This would be "pending the Moro National Liberation Front 
coming round to our view that independence is not the solution." 


Though Mr Marcos has returned home, Mr Misuari has been here since Friday 
at the invitation of the Islamic Conference Organization "on the occasion of 
the visit of President Marcos," whom he had initially been expected to meet. 


Saudi Arabia has been strongly urging the Marcos regime to negotiate with the 
Moro rebels, and in late 1980 it temporarily stopped supplying oil to the 
Philippines. 
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ISLAMIC AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


HABIB CHATTI RECEIVES MORO FRONT DELEGATION-——At midday today Secretary 
General of the Islamic Conference Organization Habib Chatti met with the 
delegation of the Moro Front led by its leader, Nur Misuari. The discussions 
related to continued contacts between the Philippine Government and the 

Moro Front through the good offices of the Islamic Conference Organization 
with a view to finding a solution to the problem of the Muslims of southerm 
Philippines. President Ferdinand Marcos met with Habib Chatti yesterday 
morning in Jidda and discussed the same subject with him. [Text] [LD252058 
Riyadh Domestic Service in Arabic 2000 GMT 25 Mar 82] 


ISLAMIC BANK FUNDS--The Islamic Development Bank has signed three agreements 
with Mali, Senegal, and Mauritania. These agreements provide for financing 
projects of Senegal River's basin worth 18 million dinars. Among these 
projects will be the construction of (Manintali) Dam in Mali. This dam will 
benefit the three respective countries in the economic and electric power 
fields. [GF210855 Manama WAKH in Arabic 0555 GMT 21 Mar 82] 


CSO: 4400/182 


20 














OPEC AFFAIRS 


KUWAITI OIL MINISTER INTERVIEWED AFTER VIENNA OPEC MEETING 
LD231312 Kuwait KUNA in English 1213 GMT 23 Mar 82 


[Text] Vienna, 23 Mar (KUNA)-~-Kuwait's Oil Minister Shaykh ‘Ali al-Khalifah 
al-Sabah has said that the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) was strong, that there was unity among the member-states and that the 
OPEC oil prices will not be revised until the end of this year. 


Talking to a limited number of newsmen here after the conclusion of the 
2-day OPEC conference, al-Khalifah said that the OPEC was not a cartel and 
added that it was much stronger than "what the Western media was trying to 
make the world believe." 


The main idea behind fixing the OPEC oil production ceiling at 18 million 
barrels per day was to help end the world glut, he said. 





As against the general impression given by the Western media, the OPEC oil 
production ceiling was fixed by a unanimous decision taken by all the 
members of the OPEC, al-Khalifah said, adding that OPEC was not a cartel and 
that it did not operate on the principle of mere profit making. 


A cartel, he said, is based on the principle of maximizing its profits 
without taking into consideration the interests of its clients while the 
OPEC is mainly concermed with oil market stability. 


The OPEC could have increased the oil prices to a much higher level after 
the Iranian revolution or after the war between Iran and Iraq broke out, 
but it did not do so because it was particularly concerned with the market 
stability. 


Al-Khalifah, explaining the OPEC policies, said that the OPEC was equally 
concerned with the economic factors ruling the world economy and the monetary 
system and suggested ‘we should leave the prices where they are and have 
another look at them in 1983.' 


Citing an example of OPEC's interest in the market stability, al-Khalifah 

said the OPEC oil prices would remain frozen until the end of 1982. He said 
the freezing of the oil prices was advocated by the Saudi Arabian Oil Minister 
Shaykh Ahmed Zaki Yamani and added 'I certainly agreed with him.‘ 
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Referring to the freezing of the oil prices, he said, it would be better for 
both the consumer and the producer to deal with a firm dollar for a longer 


period. The majority of the OPEC members, al-Khalifah said, agreed on this 
policy. 


However, he made it clear that the freezing of oil prices was not part of 
any long-term strategy. This was not the proper time to adopt a long term 


strategy because the figures about the world oil glut were misleading and 
aimed at deceiving, al-Khalifah concluded. 
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PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


SAUDI OFFICIAL CLARIFIES GULF SECURITY AGREEMENTS 
GF211040 Manama WAKH in Arabic 0750 GMT 21 Mar 82 


[Text] Al-Dammam, 21 Mar (WAKH)--Dr Ibrahim al-'Awaji, under secretary of 
the Saudi Arabian Ministry of the Interior, has affirmed that Gulf security 
agreements concern only the respective Gulf countries. These agreements 

are not directed against Iran, but rather against anyone who tries to impair 
the security of the region. 


In a statement to the Saudi newspaper AL-YAWM published today, Dr al-'‘Awaji 
said the GCC countries or, for that matter, other countries in the world 
have the right to sign agreements which provide for the organization of 
their relations and the achievement of cooperation. 


The Saudi official noted that the recent events that have taken place in 
Bahrain have nothing to do with the signing of the Saudi-Bahraini security 
agreement. He said the signing of this agreement was agreed upon before 
these events took place. However, the signing of the agreement coincided 
with the events in Bahrain because the agreement was scheduled to be signed 
in Riyadh on Tuesday, that is, 2 days before the events took place. 





Dr al-'Awaji ruled out signing a Saudi-YAR security agreement shortly, noting 
that the agreements Saudi Arabia signed with Morocco and Tumisia are different 
from the agreements signed among the Gulf countries and which Saudi Arabia 

has called for because the traditions and customs of these two countries are 
different from the Saudi ones. 


Regarding foreign manpower in the Gulf, Dr al-'Awaji said this subject is 
being extensively and intensively studied jointly among the countries of 
the region because these countries will bring about a unified policy based 
on their respective experiences. Furthermore, Dr al-‘Awaji called for 
dealing with this phenomenon attentively and setting "limits to the extent 
of this phenomenon's growth, with respect to population growth figures and 
employment categories that should be permitted to grow." 


He affirmed that there are no foreign elements in the Gulf security organs 
since these organs are restricted and Gulf decisions are made by the Gulf 
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nationals. He noted that the Gulf citizen is reacting to the decision and 


has started to respond to the extent that he is aware of the problems 
surrounding him. 


On the spread of crime in the region, he pointed out that no matter how 
strong and competent the security organs are, they alone cannot stop crime 
because this can only be achieved by all parties of the society. He said 


"this [crime] is the result of the condensation of economic activity and 
interests in the Gulf countries." 
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PERSIAN GULF AFFAIRS 


PFLO ON ‘FIFTH COLUMN' OF IMMIGRANT ASIANS 
EA2 32230 Aden Voice of PFLO in Arabic 1545 GMT 23 Mar 82 


[Text] Brothers, for years the Gulf region has been experiencing a huge 
influx of Asian workers who now number over 2.5 million according to the 
latest statistics. These Asians are found in all parts of the region, 
including our country. The monopolist foreign companies have played a 
prominent role in bringing these large numbers into the region's states. 
It cannot be ruled out that these foreign workers, who number over 100,000 
in Oman, will play the role of a fifth column in the service of world 
imperialism. 


Reports about these foreign workers indicate that they have ali received 
military training before coming to the region and thus they constitute an 
army in all respects, except that they lack weapons and ammunition. Those 
who have been brought in from India, Pakistan, Thailand, the Philippines, 
South Korea--and other Asian countries that move in the American political 
orbit--constitute a fifth columm serving the interests of world imperialisn. 
World imperialism regards the oil-rich Arab Gulf region as an area of vital 
interests as far as it is concerned. Thus, these foreign workers form a 
military base in formation. World imperialism wanting to perpetuate its 
domination and hegemony over this region--economically, militarily and 
politically--uses various means to serve its goals. 


The American, British and other Western imperialist statesmen have announced 
their intention to intervene militarily in the region if their interests 

are exposed to any danger. This announcement does not mean that their 
military intervention would be unilateral. A direct landing of their armies 
on the region's territory would have to face its peoples. The imperialist 
statesmen know that such an operation, if carried out, would expose them to 
a fierce attack and violent criticism from world public opinion. Moreover, 
these barbarous methods are no longer palatable today to the peoples of the 
world. 


For this reason Western imperialists have begun working in another direction 
to avoid a lot of criticism, namely, the use of Asian workers who are employed 
in the countries of this region and who are found in all productive and non- 
productive sectors. They are fully aware of what goes on in the countries 
where they are. Moreover they become acclimatized to the region as a result 
of working for long periods in it. They are certainly in the best position 
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to be entrusted with the mission of taking control of affairs in this or that 
country. They are preferred in this connection to the rapid deployment force, 
the members of which are not familiar with the region except through theore- 
tical studies by experts. 


All these bases, whether in groups of Asian workers, the British-American 
interventionist force, or the local agents ultimately serve the goals which 
world imperialist circles want to achieve in our country and in the Gulf region. 


We are not saying anything new when we say that the peoples of our region are 
now worried about these huge numbers which continue to flow under the pretext 
of working in projects developed by foreign companies. These Asian immigrants 
now constitute 90 percent of the population in some states in the region and 
about 40 percent of the population in others. 


In recent years the Gulf states have witnessed outrageous acts committed by 
immigrant Asian workers known to all the people of the region. To recall 
them now would be a mere repetition. 


In one of the states in this region it was discovered that some of the 
immigrant Asian workers possessed weapons and were being trained in their 
use. They perform guard duties at some of the installations where they are 
working. In addition to this they sell drugs, such as opium, to children. 


This is what the imperialist circles want to spread among the masses as a 
means of tightening their grip on the region's people. 


The use of the Asian immigrant workers to subdue the peoples of the regior 
for domination by the imperialist powers is the beginning of the operation. 
When these workers fail to achieve the imperialists’ goals they will have to 
use the rapid deployment force. The imperialist powers may also use these 
workers to cause disturbances and create an atmosphere of tension as a 
prelude to imperialist military intervention. 


Recently some U.S. officials announced that the rapid deployment force may 
intervene in the Gulf region even if the disturbances are internal but if 
they could lead to a breakdown in law and order affecting regional stability. 
This leads to the belief that the Asian workers are being prepared by the 
imperialist circles as a pretext for interference by the rapid deployment force 
which has bases and facilities in Oman and other countries of the region. 

The conspiracy is widespread, comprehensive and has many aspects. It is to 
serve the interests of world imperialism. The peoples of this region and 
their progressive force must awaken to the intrigues of imperialism. One of 
the fundamental things is to demand the replacement of these workers by Arab 
workers to operate current projects in the region. This will undermine the 
American conspiratorial scheme and (?get rid) of some of its dangerous 
effects. Asian immigrant workers represent a center of danger posing a 
threat to the security and stability of the region and the Arab peninsula 
today. 
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ALGERIA 


DEVELOPMENT OF URBAN TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM IN CONSTANTINE ANALYZED 
Past Problems Reviewed 

Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 3 Feb 82 p 4 

[Article by R. R. C.] 


[Text] Transportation cannot be discussed separately from the geographic, eco- 
nomic and sociocultural questions that society faces. Isolated from daily cir- 
cumstances, transportation would in fact have no meaning and no value. Whether 
it be a question of mass transportation or private means, the purpose is to 
make access to human activities easier and faster, to meet social or family 
needs. 


From the outset, the social or individual usefulness of transportation has not 
been an exclusive characteristic of modern or urban society. It is merely accen- 
tuated or expanded with the development of civilization and the subsequent growth 
in the sociocultural needs of human communities. From ancient times, man living 
in society has always felt the need to discover what is beyond his field of 
vision, to move about, to communicate with his fellow man and trade the products 
of his labors. 


He was quite naturally led to conceive means of making his task and the achieve- 
ments of his ambitions easier and faster. In successive leaps, he progressed 
from animal traction to steam and electrical traction or traction provided by 

a sail, and so on. Like other social activities, transportation gradually went 
through its different phases of development, from the singular to the plural. 
Means of transportation, their purpose and the concept of their role and place 
in society have developed to such a point that they no longer even faintly re- 
semble the means of yore. Born of the needs of man and society, transportation 
in turn wrought vast technical and scientific transformations and discoveries 
that have overturned all geographic, economic and sociocultural factors. 


Henceforth, machines and contrivances of extremely varied design, power and 
usefulness: rolling, sailing, flying, were part of our decor, our instruments, 
elements indispensable to our existence. In order to accurately measure the 

role and place of transportation, let us try, without changing anything about the 


27 








current state of our development, to imagine a life without cars, trucks, trains, 
ships or planes. Is it even possible? This absurd possibility would naturally 
not bring about the end of the world, but its stifling effect and the social and 
economic decline would be such that universal civilization would be seriously 
shaken. This reveals the cardinal importance of transportation in the economic 
and social life of modern societies and emphasizes the extreme interest which 
those who govern and are governed have in it. 


As in the case of other economic and social problems, transportation is begin- 
ning to occupy the forefront among national issues. It tends to assume greater 
importance among the prime concerns of governments and citizens. Actually, this 
interest is nothing new. In this field as in others, guidelines have been de- 
fined for years. Important achievements have been made and vast development pro- 
jects are underway and being launched. But every phase has its problems and its 
specific imperatives, requiring a search for and the implementation of appropri- 
ate solutions. 


If there is any new interest, it lies in the emphasis placed on speeding up work 
underway, the rational use of existing potential and the need to raise means of 
transportation to the level of the economic and social demand. One cannot, in 
fact, remain insensitive to the sticky problems of organization, maintenance, 
management, and so on, with which transportation companies struggle -- sometimes 
without any hope of solving them -- especially since we are perfectly aware of 
the harmful consequences which poor operation of means of transportation has on 
the national economy. The role and place of transportation in economic and so- 
cial life require sustained attention and vigilant observation in order to detect 
any sign that might point to any difficulty that would sooner or later harm 
users, enterprises in the sector and the country's economy in general. 


In fact, urban transportation in Constantine has for many years experienced pro- 
found difficulties resulting from insufficient financial resource, inadequate 
facilities, outdated, poorly used and absolutely unmaintained equipment and 
stop-gap management preventing the enterprise from keeping up, over the years, 
with the population growth and upsurge in economic activities of the capital 

of eastern Algeria. This situation, which still exists, has persisted from the 
earliest years of independence, without any serious action on the part of tute- 
lage authorities aimed at reorganization, the drafting of a recovery plan or 

the setting of long-term objectives. Without any doubt, the special delegation 
and the different APC [People's Communal Assemblies] elected since 1967 have 
made efforts and devoted some discussion to the situation of the former RMTC 
[Constantine Municipal Transportation System], but it has been superficial, 
useless and unpromising. The assemblies lacked the means, the mastery of trans- 
portation problems and the ability to manage industrial and commercial enter- 
prises. They were too taken up by other equally important, more decisive 
matters. However, there were, alongside all these objective factors, some 
aggravating subjective elements, particularly populism, vote-getting, nepotism, 
si.ort-sighted, utilitarian views, and so on. The former RMIC, created as a 
result of deliberations of the special delegation in 1963, was therefore doomed 
from the early years of its existence to navigate between the shoals, fearing an 
inevitable collision at any time. For many years, it had but one alternative: 
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letting go of the rudder and sinking or trying to postpone the inevitable, 

making the collision as soft as possible, but, moving from one collision to 
another, it finally did sink. It was dissolved in January 1980, leaving behind 
equipment mostly out of use, a deficit of 2.8 billion centimes, a catastrophic 
situation for the workers and a public service that was more than deficient. 
Giving up seeing public transportation respond to its expectations, users resolved 
to go on foot or resorted to official or illegal taxis. 


Instead and in place of the defunct RMTC, i>cal authorities, based on the study 
of a committee dispatched by the Ministry ot Interior, set up a new office called 
the RCTC (Constantine Communal Transportation System), endowed with legal status 
and financial autonomy and placed under the tutelage of the APC, administered by 
a supervisory and administrative council and managed directly by a directorate 
appointed by the president of the APC, 


But before reviewing the evolution of the new office, which has been favorable 
in more than one way, one should go over the history of urban transport from its 
inception up to 1980. This will help somewhat to understand the changes -- both 
positive and negative -- that have happened over the course of the different 
phases and especially, the reasons at the root of certain fluctuations or insuf- 
ficiencies in management, deterioration in rolling stock and services, and so on. 
A brief historical review will also make it possible to see the rehabilitation 
underway, explaining the inadequacies that still persist but that will assuredly 
be overcome soon if one considers the meritorious efforts being made at several 
levels in order to completely remedy the situation and give a new thrust to urban 
and interurban transportation, 


Birth of Urban Transportation in Constantine 


According to RCTC authorities, it was in 1914 that colonial authorities in Con- 
stantine entrusted the task of ensuring transportation in the city and outlying 
areas to a group of concessionaries., It was originally with barouches that they 
handled the task entrusted to them by the municipality at the time. 


Gradually, faster and more comfortable cars made their appearances and after a 

few decades, the creeping, crawling barouches disappeared once and for all. Then, 
with urban expansion and the development of trade and handicrafts, tramways put 

in a timi¢c appearance, without outclassing transportation via lighter vehicles 
that had a more intimate aspect and displayed a wealthier social rank. 


The creation of the tramway society after World War II coincided with the emer- 
gence of the masses on the political and economic scene. 3ut it was not yet the 
lower-income groups who occupied the front seats, who played the prime role, even 
if their weight was now more substantial and while they had to be taken into ac- 
count and given certain concessions, Urban transportation and public passenger 
transportation in general came into being as much as a result of the growing role 
of the masses on the political and economic scene as of what is commonly called 
"private enterprise" (the search for profit). Transportation was responding to 
the economic and sociocultural needs of a society becoming urbanized and modern- 
ized. As a result, objective conditions to which the colonial regime had to pay 
heed came into existence, It was within this context that the private tramway 
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company that was to have a concession for urban transportation in Constantine came 
into being, with Barrat as the chairman of the board of directors. 


As in other fields of national life, the revival of urban transportation in Con- 
stantine resulted from the challenge, if not the utopia, that the people's enthu- 
Ssiasm -- fed by the gaining of national sovereignty, by unlimited confidence in 
the future of the country, by the determination to liquidate all aftereffects 

of colonialism -- quickly turned into a tangible reality. Little by little, 
urban transportation was organized into a service, thanks to the sacrifices of 
the tramway employees who, in order to lay the foundations of the future system, 
demonstrated courage, self-sacrifice and imagination. Their efforts were crowned 
with success until the time when nepotism, vote-getting and other anti-economic 
concepts prevailed over the standards of healthy management, It was in 1968 that 
the installation of the first board of directors took place. The RMTC had 24 
vehicles, 4 electric (tramways) and 20 Berliets. Breakdowns already amounted to 
25 percent, employees numbered 217 and there was a deficit of 130 million centimes. 


But if one is to believe a report dated March 1975 and drafted by the first vice 
president of the APC at the time, the situation improved considerably during the 
following years. From 1969 to 1973, the former RMTC constantly showed a substan- 
tial profit (from 150 to 200 million centimes), while increasing its pool by some 
70 buses, raising wages twice and building a station for the sum of 70 million 
centimes. 


Beginning in 1974, the situation of the RMTC declined with every passing year. 
Facilities no longer responded to needs, the vehicles deteriorated rapidly because 
of irrational use and improper maintenance, breakdowns increased in number, mech- 
anics and spare parts were more and more scarce and at the same time, employees, 
expenditures and losses spiraled. 


From about 50 in 1963, the number of employees rose to 2.7 in 1968 and 555 in 
1974, Personnel expenses went from 2,963,841.41 DA [Algerian dinars] in 1969 to 
7,838,953.08 in 1974, while turnover went from 4,282,027.60 DA in 1968 to 
1,462,257.442 DA in 1974. During the 1968-1974 period, investments amounted to 
only 14,175,810 dinars, the cost of 77 buses, plus 70 million centimes invested 
in the construction of a central station, 


To the limitations and destabilizing factors mentioned above, one ’‘must add the 
gratuities granted to certain public services, whose annual cost is an estimated 
500 to 800 million, depending on the sources, the absence of any supsidy to com- 
pensate for this, the colossal increase in the cost of equipment, spare parts 

and other products needed for the operation of urban transportation, the stop-gap 
management (absence of any personnel policy or long-range goals for the enter- 
prise, carelessness, the duplication of decision-making centers, and so on). 


All the difficulties needed to scuttle the system thus existed. In a 3-year 
period, the 886 million centimes in profits built up from 1969 to 1973 went down 
the drain and at the beginning of 1977, a deficit of 511 million was announced, 
distributed as follows: 320 million due to CASOREC [expansion unknown]; 150 mil- 
lion centimes to the Algerian Old-Age Fund (CAV), and the rest to various 
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suppliers. The situation, which had already reached the critical point, did not 
overly alarm the authorities in question, who let the system go downhill even 
further, despite the many warnings of workers. 


Three years later, the gap between expenditures and receipts grew even wider, 
reaching a deficit of 2.8 billion. 


Easing Traffic Congestion 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 4 Feb 82 p 4 
[Article by Y. B.] 


[Text] With the establishment of the new company in January 1980, a new era began 
for urban transportation in Constantine. The RMTC definitely did not have much 
to begin with (one old decommissioned station with an area of 3 hectares serves 
as a depot, facilities and services are still in the embryonic stage and work is 
still on a small scale, with some 60 buses, half of them out of service and a 
vague promise of subsidies), but it was freed from all the debts of the RMTC. 
The deficit was assumed by the government, workers who had reached the age limit 
were retired after standardizing their situation and the veterans unable to keep 
up with work demands received taxi licenses, enabling them to meet their needs. 
The bus fare was increased from ./0 centime to 1 dinar, an authorization to 
import spare parts worth 150 million centimes was received, and so on. 


These initial meas res made it possible to get the new system off to a good 

start. In addition, they created some hope among workers, who went about their 
business with a new attitude. Little by little, the vehicle pool received new 
buses, incentives were established and some strictness could be observed in 
operations. Schedules became tighter, waits shorter and inspections more frequent. 


As a result, there has been a considerable improvement in many areas. There are 
now 66 buses on routes, compared with about 20 two years ago. The number of em- 
ployees per bus in operation is now only 10 compared with about 20 on the eve of 
the dissolution of the RMTC. The number of urban lines has increased, going from 
16 in 1979 to 22 at present, plus several suburban lines recently opened toward 
Khroub, Ain-Abid, El-Hamma, Didouche, Ibn Ziad, Ain Smara and Oued Athmenia. The 
number of users has doubled, going from 50,000 to an average of 100,000, and the 
monthly turnover has risen from 70 million to 400 million centimes in September 
1981. 


Training 


Nevertheless, despite all these improvements, service is still not up to the 
level it should be and there are still gaps in maintenance, the organization of 
equipment and qualified personnel. Schedules are not totally regular or adequate 
and the average wait is over 20 minutes. Nor have congestion and overcrowding 
been eliminated, Facilities are still inadequate and insufficient and mechanics 
and spare parts are still not available in the quantities needed. 
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And yet, urban transportation at present has nothing in common with what existed 
in 1979, which was a constant source of frustration, fights, growing absenteeisn, 
and so on. It now exhibits rather remarkable vigor. The object of the greatest 
solicitude on the part of the government and local authorities, urban transport 
will not fail to make more progress in the months and years to come and among 

the projects showing hope of short- and medium-term improvements are: 


the establishment, on a national level, of a purchasing firm now at work on 
studying international bids. Under discussion is the purchase of several hundred 
buses, which will be distributed over the four urban transport systems. The RCTC 
will receive between 30 and 40, plus another 20 or thereabout from SONACOME 
[National Mechanical Engineering Company]. 


A plan to equip the RCTC is now being studied by the Ministry of Planning and 
National Development. 


In the governorate, there are plans to provide the Constantine system with a 
maintenance operation costing about 1 billion centimes, to be financed by the 
governorate, the APC and temporary aid. 


A training school for mass transit drivers has just been set up in the RCTC. 

In addition, mechanics and other technicians are being trained thanks to help 
from the RSTA [expansion unknown]. This is a very important aspect for the 
system, which has long suffered and which continues to suffer from the lack of 
qualified workers. Drivers, mechanics, electricians, sheetmetal workers, upper- 
level personnel and foremen, who could have provided good operation and manage- 
ment which, if not profitable, would at least have been balanced, have always 
been lacking in the Constantine urban transportation system. 


Construction of a new station in the western part of the city: The medium-range 
ideal would consist of increasing the number of outlying stations in order to 
prevent buses from being caught in traffic jams in the downtown area or of setting 
up parking lots for lighter vehicles in outlying areas and developing mass tran-~- 
sit. In the long run, it is the entire urban system that must be radically 
transformed in order to enable Constantine to continue its current rate of devel- 
opment, without being stymied. This presumes enormous development of road, 

rail and air (telpher railways) communication. A certain number of measures 

are already being taken, An intermodal station will be built in Constantine, 
with work beginning in 1983, and eight stations will be built in the suburbs, 
with a dense railroad system in the outlying areas of Constantine. 


The SNTV [National Passenger Transportation Company] and the SNTR [National 
Highway Transportation Company] will be provided with facilities suitable for 
their activities and for the maintenance of equipment. The governorate also 
plans to set up a transportation company for itself as soon as the authorities 
in question have approved the proposal submitted to them, 


While awaiting the establishment of this company, the RCTC has been instructed 


to expand its activities in the direction of Khroub, Ain-Abid, Hamma-Bouziane, 
Ibn Ziad, Ain-Smara and Oued Athmenia. In the Mila region, the governorate has 
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put some 20 buses into service for the schools. A similar effort is underway 
for taxis. Ina year, the number of taxis has increased some 50 percent, ac- 
cording to transportation officials. According to the same sources, there are 
currently 877 for the entire governorate and the number will very soon reach 
1,000. While awaiting the development of system and means of transportation and 
of training -- actions that are indispensable and urgent in order to meet the 
needs that are shaping up -- it is important to emphasize the organization of 
work in order to achieve efficient utilization of the means available. 


Reference Points 


Pool: 88 buses, 66 of which are operational and 22 of which are in the shop. 
The RCTC pool, 50 of whose buses were acquired in 1980, will soon number from 
110 to 130 vehicles, according to local authorities’ estimates, which will make 
it possible to improve service to a great extent. 


Average service of buses: 3 to 4 years, due to overloading, continuous opera- 
tion, the lack of maintenance, misuse and the weak construction of some types 
of buses. 


Bus schedules: some 20 runs per day per bus, in two shifts. 


Cost of a SONACOME-type bus: 53 million. The cost was 20 million in 1972 and 
29 in 1976. The cost of the same bus in spare parts is an estimated 200 million. 


Cost of the Vanhool bus: 21 million from the builder. The systems pay 43 mil- 
lion. 


Annual rate of amortization per bus: over 10 million. 
Average wait: 20 minutes. 


Number of users: 100,000. This number evolves with the operation of transporta- 
tion. It was 50,000 2 years ago because urban transportation was inadequate. It 
can be doubled if there are improvements. 


Total personnel: 630 workers. They numbered 486 in October 1980. About 100 
employees have just left the company for different reasons: plurality of jobs, 
retirement, dismissal, 


Number of workers per bus in operation: 9.5. This number was about 20 in 1979 
and 14 last year, 


Average age: 40 (1980). This is down considerably. The younger age of personnel 
is an objective that is part of the development of urban transportation. 


Receipts and cost of company charges: In October 1980, receipts amounted to 


160 million, while charges amounted to 129 million. Receipts in September 1981 
amounted to 400 million. 
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Average wage (1980), including overtime: 1,687 dinars. 
Average seniority (1980): 10 years. It rose between 10 and 15 percent in 1979, 
Absenteeism in 1980: 5 percent. 


Spare parts in greatest demand: axles, transmission disks, universal joint, 
air cushions, oil and gas filters, and so on. 


Significant Scene 


It was 1820 hours on 15 October 1981 and there was a long line of passengers 

in front of the SNTR station in Constantine. Three or four buses had just taken 
on passengers and were heading for Faubourg, Mansourah, Oued-El-Had, but the line 
of people who had already been waiting in front of the station for a long time 
had scarcely dwindled, 


Fatigue could be read on the faces of the men and women, young and old people 

who, unable to jostle their way through, were left behind. How long had they 
waited? It is hard to tell: since 1730 or 1800 hours, perhaps. But they 
remained, huddled against one another, the sidewalk scarcely able to hold them 
all. Undoubtedly tired after a day's work, they probably wanted very much to 

get home in a hurry, but there was no sign of impatience. They were calm, certain 
of getting a ride. Twenty, thirty or sixty minutes: The time does not count 

when one has no car, when one cannot take a taxi or is too far from home to walk. 


There are probably people who are used to waiting while at least two or three 
buses come and go. It would not be difficult to go on foot and would even do 
many a lot of good. But the people hesitate -- the hills around Mansourah, 
Faubourg or Ziadia are not easy to climb -- and they do not like the risk: 
One never knows what could happen at the end of the day in the remote, poorly 
lighted areas. And after all, what good would urban transportation be if one 
were to do one's errands on foot, going and coming, to work and back, two or 
three times a day? 


Two, three or four years ago, people did walk. They did climb the Mansourah and 
Faubourg hills, taking the time, but making the difficult climb all the same. One 
took risks by taking the shortcuts early in the morning and late at night to go 
home to Sidi-Mabrouk and Oued-El-Had, Mansourah, and so on. One did it winter 

and summer, loaded down, alone or in a group. People were forced to do so: 
Transportation was poor, the wait too long, one risked being trampled every time 
by the crowds of people who, exhausted by the long waits, pushed into the buses 
before they came to a complete stop, without any consideration for the old, the 
handicapped, women and children. Getting on before the others, not being left 
behind, that is what counted, 


Waiting 
Some found pleasure in the game, but for most, the risks were greater when taking 


the bus than when going on foot. Moreover, one was never sure that one would 
go the whole distance on the bus because breakdowns were so frequent. One wasted 
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one's time waiting, paid for a ticket and ended up walking halfway or more. When 
one figured it out, whether or not there was a breakdown, one always arrived home 
more quickly on foot than by taking the bus. The wait could take hours and one 
always became more tired waiting, being pushed around. 


It is no longer the same, Urban transport is better organized. There are more 
runs, the wait has been shortened considerably, there is less pushing and shoving 
and the sight of buses breaking down one right after the other on the same route 
has completely disappeared. Naturally, it is not yet ideal, but it is much 
better than it was. What do you know! Three buses have arrived: Faubourg, 
Mansourah, Oued El Hadd, but nothing for Ziadia. 


Those for Faubourg and Mansourah take on their passengers and leave after 10 min- 
utes, They are not far away when others get ready to load for the same destina- 
tion. The scene is repeated for the same areas, but still no bus for Ziadia, 
while that for Oued El Hadd is still there, parked before the ticket collector's 
booth, its motor running. Another is behind it, waiting its turn to load. At 

the Ziadia and Oued El Hadd stops, there are many people. The driver of the first 
Oued El Hadd bus and the ticket taker are negotiating. It would later be learned 
that it was a question of sending bus No 1419 to Ziadia instead of Oued El Hadd. 
When one passenger, probably more put out than others by the long wait, talks to 
the conductor, pointing out that the people going to Ziadia have been waiting 
since 0130 hours, the ticket taker begins to argue, then begins to shout that 
his interlocutor is a defeatist and calls the police already on the bus, ordering 
them to take the "troublemaker" to the station. Seeing that the policemen are 
rather hesitant, he cancels his decision to send 1419 to Ziadia, saying that it is 
a bus for Ouled El Hadd. He makes those who -- because of priority or a favor -- 
had got on only a few minutes ago get off and has the Oued El Hadd passengers 

get on. The bus has been crammed since 1845. Inside, it is impossible to make 
the slightest move. People are pushed one on top of the other, pouring sweat, and 
the bus behind is still waiting to load, while the 1419 driver and the conductor 
continue their discussion about God knows what. The scene lasts exactly 30 min- 
utes. 


Inside, waiting for half an hour, the people are beginning to grow impatient, 
asking for the driver, whistling for the conductor, demanding their money back, 
and so on. Finally, the green light is given after a delay of 45 minutes, 
Fortunately, it is the end of the day. Without this uproar -- justified, on the 
whole -- the scene could have lasted even longer. 


11,464 
cso: 4519/123 
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IRAN 


ITALIAN DAILY INTERVIEWS BANI-SADR, RAJAVI 
PM251541 Rome LA REPUBLICA in Italian 19 Mar 82 p 16 


[Interview with former Iranian President Abolhasan Bani-Sadr and 
Mojahedin-e Khalq leader Ma'sud Rajavi, by Domenico di Giovanni in Paris; 
date not given: "Bani-Sadr‘s Strategy: ‘Terrorism Necessary to Overthrow 
Khomeyni''' ] 


[Text] Paris, 18 Mar--Even for the French police who guard their house on 
the extreme outskirts of Paris and who announce the arrival of every visitor 
over their walkie-talkies, Ma‘sud Rajavi is "number one," while Bani-Sadr, 
president of the Iranian National Resistance Council [INRC] has to be satis- 
fied with being "number two."" Indeed, ever since the two exiles landed in 
Paris 7 months ago, it has been Rajavi who has, as the real leader of the 
Islamic Democratic Republic's provisional government, formulated the INRC's 
political strategy. 


"In any case it is a provisional name,'' Rajavi explained. ''We have no inten- 
tion of imposing our ideas on the other Iranian political forces. The new 
regime's substance and system of government will have to be defined by a 
constituent assembly which, unlike Khomeyni's, will be elected by universal 
suffrage. The abolition of the adjective ‘Islamic’ from the name of the 
provisional government we are proposing would automatically have made Khomeyni 
the sole and unchallenged representative of Islam in a country the vast 
majority of which is Muslim. That does not alter the fact that we believe, 
unlike the Khomeyni supporters, in a progressive and truly democratic form of 
Islam." 


"We managed to convince Khomeyni of the need for democracy in 1978 in Paris," 
Bani-Sadr pointed out. "However, he regards it as a Western joke for Western 
peoples, and with the present constitution of the Islamic Republic he managed 
to impose on us the system of the 'Velayap-e Faqih,' that is, government 

by the religious authorities, against which we are now fighting.'' The former 
president of the republic, in our conversation, related his entire analysis 
to the man who was his "spiritual father" and from whom he seems not to have 
yet freed himself entirely: ''Khomeyni used to say that women would be free, 
but then he changed his mind: now in Iran the form [la forma] is imposed, 

as under all dictatorships, but it will not be like that again--not even 

for religion. Without freedom, a people cannot develop: It is enough to 
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see what is happening in the Soviet Union." While in Iran even Bani-Sadr 
did not shake hands with his female interlocutors, though now in Paris he 
seems to have abandoned this rule. 


"Why We Combat Mullahs" 


"Khomeyni,'’ Bani-Sadr said, "is very sensitive to power and might sense that 
it is escaping from him and that the time has come to give priority to the 
management of affairs over repression. If so, he would again turn to 
Bazargan (the prime minister ousted over the seizure of the U.S. hostages). 
Except thatthe present system, based on terror and crisis, is intrinsically 
incompatible with any kind of administrative management." 


Rajavi does not limit his analysis to Khomeyni's role and to such general 
condemnations: "His inhuman methods are simply the continuation and comple- 
ment of the imperial practices behind a religious and antiquated cover, so 
that for the sake of the democratic alternative the elimination of the shah 
can only be completed with the elimination of Khomeyni. He represents a 
reactionary precapitalist and feudal social class which came to complete 

the destruction of the democratic development process desired by the shah, 

a representative of the comprador bourgeoisie, the sociopolitical isolation 
of the Khomeyni regime, which would win no more than 10 percent of the votes 
in a free election, is reminiscent of the shah in the last years of his reign. 





"The anti-imperialist stance of Khomeyni, who is basically convinced that he 
can make the country survive on an artesan-type economy, can be compared," 
Rajavi continued, "to the desire for destruction of the Luddites in 19th 
century Britain or of Pol Pot. According to the fairly precise statistics 
drawn up by the Central Bank, the material damage to the country caused by 
Khomeyni's policy can be assessed at $400 billion, one-third of which is 
accounted for by the war with Iraq, itself a result of his rash doctrine of 
exporting the revolution. For instance, by seizing the U.S. hostages 
Khomeyni, who pretends to be the champion of anti-imperialism, lost the 
Iranian people so many billions of dollars that last summer Carter was able 
co say: ‘Never in the history of the world has anyone paid so much for 
taking hostages." Under the shah two-fifths of the cost of imported weapons 
found its way into the leaders’ pockets, while now four-fifths is lost in 
kickbacks and corrupt business practice. Following the sale of 25 tons of 
gold at the end of last year, the government will probably have to sell another 
50 tons. The downward trend in investments in all sectors can only increase 
unemployment, which already affects 5 million workers." 


The Tudeh, the Iranian Communist Party, a most faithful servant of Moscow, 
whose few but well-organized members apparently already constitute the 
skeleton of the Khomeyni regime's administration, was ahrply condemned by 
both INRC leaders: "Iran has never been so dependent on other countries. 

Some 30 percent of officials at the Trade Ministry, which belongs to the Tudeh 
Party, are progressively orienting their country's trade toward the Soviet 
bloc. The elementary principle that we would like to adopt, however, would 
be to maintain trading relations with every country that can offer us the 
products our economy needs." 
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Trade With Soviet Bloc Growing 


Bani-Sadr stressed the Tudeh's complete detachment from the population, but 
also the irrelevance of this factor to Moscow's plans: "The Soviets fear a 
strong Islamic regime in the south, which would influence their Muslim 
republics. They are therefore fully satisfied for the time being with the 
weakness of the anti-American religious regime, which enables them to make 
themselves indispensable. The card of friendship they are playing in Iran 
also serves to offset their presence in Afghanistan in the eyes of the other 
Muslim countries." 


To overthrow Khomeyni's "absolute dictatorship" Rajavi described the strategy 
that the INRC intends to pursue--"in the absence of any other possible 
solutions. First, to prevent any stabilization of the regime, by dealing 
precisely with those most directly responsible for the executions and torture. 
The absence of priminent figures such as Beheshti, who was eliminated together 
with dozens of other leaders, is exacerbating the government's internal 

crisis and splits. Second, to adopt all the necessary measures to end the 
atmosphere of terror and to wmleash the people's forces against the repressive 
machinery throughout the country. The slogan "death to Khomeyni" chanted 

by the Mojahedin militants in the streets of Tehran with the virtual certainty 
of being killed by the Pasdaran has precisely this purpose. Third, to act 

on the dissatisfied social forces and at the same time on the military 

element to organize protest actions and, eventually, a general uprising. 

Every day throughout the country there are some 100 minor violent clashes-- 

20 of them in the capital alone. Workers at the Iran national car factory and 
at the Shiraz refinery are succeeding in maintaining a state of continuous 
unrest and hold regular strikes." 





"The United States must avoid intervening and doing what the Russians are 
doing," Bani-Sadr said: "The situation that has come about in Poland is 
simply another side of what is happening in Iran. The threat of U.S. inter- 
vention prevented us from launching a military attack on Khomeyni, apart from 
the fact that I had no intention of becoming another Napoleon." Rajavi did 
not deny that during these past months in exile he has undergone an evolution 
toward more moderate stances and that he has realized the importance of the 
unity of all progressive forces. "I do not expect," he said, "to be a member 
of the new government; I only expect that we be allowed the freedom to 
express our opinions. Our interlocutors must simply not forget that our 
people have carried out 2 revolution against the shah and that there can be 
no turning back." 
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MORE SUCCESSES REPORTED FOR ‘EDUCATIONAL CENTERS’ 
Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL 14 Mar 82 p 8 


[Text ] 


The fullowing is a report includ- 
ing the synopsis of a talk held with 
the Minister of Justice, Seyyed 
Mohammad Asghari, on the 
implementation of logistical and 
training measures in the country’s 
prisons. 

The Minister of Justice began 
by saying that these measures 
were a series of acts which even 
related to the time before any 
crime had beep committed. It 
covers measures to prevent 
crimes, he said and aims at 
eliminating both crime and any 
need for prisons. The logistical 
and training measures inside the 
prisons are meant to continue to 
affect the prisoner’s life after 
internment. These measures are 
carried out under the auspices of 
the Prisons Supervisory Council 
which has three members. 

Measures of this kind, taken so 
far in prisons include the educa- 
tional, cultural and training 
activities such as holding educa- 
tional and literacy classes in the 
prisons. In this way, the prisoners 


continue their studies and some ' 


former illiterates have learned to 
read and wnte. Regarding cultural! 
and training measures, religious 
training and orientation classes 
have been formed as well as politi- 
cal and ideological classes in 
which Islamic ethics and the goals 
and philosophy of the Islamic 
Revolution are explained to the 
prisoners. Educational films have 
also been utilized for this cause. 


To promote physical training 
almost all the prisons have reg- 
ulated sports programs. One of 


the morning programs of the pri 
Oners is calisthetics since yee 
deemed very important for their 
morale. Even intervarsity sports 
competitions have been held in 
various provinces and ye) tay 
to the winners. Sports stadiums 
have been constructed in some 
prisons and coaches have been 
selected to train atheletically 
promising inmates. 

Professional and agricultural 
workshops in prisons include 
, workshops for weaving rugs and 
_ blankets, making shoes and paint- 


ing, as well as facilitites for pursu- - 
| ing agriculture and mechanics. In 


Hesar Prisons, over 1,200 


in public Friday Prayers was v 
effective in building up their 

morale and measures are bei 

taken to provide closed-circuit 

inside the cells so 
educational films will be 
shown and more moral and religi- 

ous speeches delivered to them. 
Lice po prays are being 
prepared ers 
themselves and so far dete plays 
have been 


The Society for the Protection 


prisoners are working in various | of Prisoners is in charge of aiding 
workshops and receive a/| the families of poor prisoners. So 


minimum salary of 300 rials and a 
maximum of 2,500 rials per day. 
The production of the prisons are 
put at the disposal of institutes 
and organs which are active in 
connection with the imposed war. 
Previously, the prisoners received 
Ouiy 30 to 50 rials for the work 
they did. 


the prisons and educational books 
have been put at the disposal of 
the prisoners. In the current (Ira- 
nian) year alone over 15,000 voi- 
umes have been sent to the pris- 
ons. The repentant members of 
the outlawed grouplets have taken 
the name of Tavabeen and print a 
monthly magazine under that 


name regulariy. 
Also, Mr. Asghari said that 


arragnements have been prepared 
so that the prisoners could attend 
Friday Prayers and also stroll in 
the public parks. Their presence 
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far 3,000 prisoners’ families 
throughout the country have been 
extended aid by the society. 
During the current Iranian year a 
sum of 100 million rials has been 
devoted as aid to the families, of 
which 50 million rials have been 


already spent on this purpose in 


the Iranian month of Azar (Nov. 


Libraries have been set up in all ' 22 to Dec. 21). Another plan is 


underway whereby a sum of 100 
million rials has been allocated for 
_the expansion of workshops in the 
; prisons. This plan will be 
‘umplemented by the end of the 

current (Iranian) year, with the 

aid of the government and the 

Society for the Protection of Pris- 

oners. 

Effective steps have also been 
taken for the treatment of the 
prisoners. With the collaboration 
of the anti-narcotics headquarters, 
about 70 percent of the addict 
prisoners have overcome their 
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addiction and been completely 
rehabitated. 

Development activities are 
among other measures taken in 
the prisons. During the past two 
years, with the aid of the govern- 
ment and yoy chew Supervisory 
Council of the Prisons, 250 million 
rials have been spent in repairing 
and renovating the country’s pris- 
ons. For the coming Iranian year, 
beginning March 21st, plans are 
underway to improve the welfare 
of the prisoners. This will be done 
by setting up co-ops in the prisons 
of provincial capitals, the needed 
goods are presented with lowest 
possible price. 

There are other measures taken 
after the release of the prisoners, 
lest they may not be deviated 
again, after they leave the prisons. 
An attempt is being made to train 
the prisoners in such a manner 
that, after they are freed, they 
would play an effective role in the 
society. On the other hand, since 
former prisoners are rarely 
offered jobs in the society, in an 
attempt to remove this obstacle, a 
car manufacturing factory is pre- 
sently attracting such released 
prisoners. 


Another issue is the establish- 
ment of a new organization for the 
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prisons, the preliminary measures 


‘of which have been taken. By 


employing 1,000 social workers, 
the necessary programs for the 
investigation of the causes behind 
crime, will be expanded. 
Although the government, due to 
the Iraqi imposed war, is hard 
pressed from the financial point of 
view, however, it has agreed to 
the employment of 1,000 social 
workers who will try to prevent, 


‘So far as pOssidle, the commission 


of crimes. 
The Office in Charge of Logisti- 


cal and Training Measures, reor- ; 
ganized one month after the cul- 


mination of the revolution, has 
carried Out various activities, 
which include the following: 

1. Taking care and reforming 
of children offenders, through set- 
ting up of reform centers. 

of tecting the families of the 
prisoners and helping the prison- 
ers financially and psychologi- 
cally. | 

3. The dispatch of professional 
and dangerous convicts to sepa- 
rate centers other than prisons, 
and providing them with training 
together with work. 

4. Investigating the incentives 
behind the commission of crimes 
and seeking solutions by research 
and criminologists, to prevent 
these crimes. 


LO 


The Society for the Protection 
of the Prisoners of the Center, has 
also carried out many welfare 
measures for the prisoners, 
including: 

— Aiding the families of needv 
prisoners and their children 
during the three years after the 
culmination of the revolution. 

— Providing artificial teeth 
and limbs as well as other medical 
aid for the prisoners. 

— Preparing stationery for the 
prisoners in an attempt to make 
them literate. : 

— The formation of a research 
group comprising the society’s 
social workers who visit the 
families of the prisoners to help 
them in having a proper idea on 
the amount of aid to be extended 
to them. 

— Other aids, including medi- 
cal, housing, etc. as well as pro- 
viding jobs for prisoners after they 
are released. 


— Financial aid to those needy 
prisoners who, after being freed, 
would have to return to their 
hometown. 

— A plan to set up small work- 
shops in all the prisons having the 
possibility for the implementation 
of this: plan. The income will be 


spent to help the poor families of 
the prisoners. 
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INCREASED NUMBER OF FREIGHT CARS TO TABRIZ, JULFA NOTED 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 14 Mar 82 p 2 


[Text] The deputy minister of roads and transport, who is also in charge 

of the national coordinating committee on transportation affairs visited the 
province of Eastern Azerbaijan at the head of a delegation to review the 
issues and difficulties of the Tabriz, Julfa and Savalan customs. Yesterday 
morning, in a special interview with the correspondent of the Islamic 
Republic news agency, he described the objective of his trip to Easter 
Azerbaijan and the problems and deficiencies related to the unloading, 
releasing, loading and transportation at the Tabriz, Julfa and Savalan 
customs. He stated: "During the last 2 days we met with the officials in 
charge of customs in the above regions and made a number of decisions related 
to the elimination of these difficulties; according to these decisions, the 
number of freight cars on the Tabriz-Julfa railroad will be increased and the 
tonnage level at these customs points will go from 500 to 1,000 tons daily." 


The deputy minister of roads and transport and head of the national coordi- 
nating committee on transportation affairs noted the following in relation 
to eliminating the shortage of machinery in the above customs points: 
"Through the facilities made available by the Ministry of Commerce and the 
general warehouses of the country to those in charge of these matters, this 
difficulty has been resolved to a certain extent." 


In reference to the steps taken to expedite the matter of transportation of 
merchandise, he stated: 


"The national coordinating committee on transportation affairs has provided 
certain facilities such as gasoil for the use of trucks and freight trailers, 
as well as tires for these vehicles. Moreover, through discssions that 
have taken place with the officials of the Ministry of Commerce, it has been 
decided that very soon even spare parts for this kind of trucks and trailers 
used in the transportation of goods will be available; with the sincere 
cooperation of our brother drivers, this difficulty will also be solved." 
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IRAQ 


KURDS ATTACK NEW NUCLEAR FACILITY 
Tehran KAYHAN AL-‘ARABI in Arabic 11 Feb 82 p 12 
[Article: "Iraqi Mujahidin Attack New Iraqi Nuclear Reactor Center"] 


[Excerpt] Iraqi Mujahidin from the Kurdish Peshmerga Forces recently attacked 
the new Iraqi nuclear reactor facility in the mountainous Qarah Dagh region 
northeast of the city of Tikrit. During the battle, which lasted three hours, 
all of the guards at the nuclear reactor were killed and two French experts, 
named Girard Berte and Stanislaus (Marucik), were taken prisoner. The two 
were hired by the Baghdad regime to rebuild the Iraqi nuclear reactor by 

using what was left behind by the Israeli bombing last year of the Tammuz 
reactor west of Baghdad. 


After the operation government officials threatened to bomb ard destroy the 
Kurdish village which is near the nuclear facility if the people of this 
village did not hand over the two captured French experts. 
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ISRAEL 


NEW IDF MARITIME WARFARE CHANGES DISCUSSED 
Tel Aviv MA'ARAKHOT in Hebrew No 281 Nov 81 pp 32-35 


[Article by Ze'ev Klein: "The Maritime War Theater--The Technological Race 
and Planning for the Future"] 


[Text] The Navy in the Yom Kippur War 


In the Yom Kippur War, the Israeli Navy succeeded, despite a disadvantage in 
numbers, to force the Syrian and Egyptian fleets to retreat back to their own 
ports. In several raging battles at sea, during which surface-to-surface 
missiles were deployed for the first time in history, the Arab fighting 
spirit was broken. While Israel did not lose even one vessel, the Egyptians 
and Syrians lost 19, among them 10 missile cruisers. In the Mediterranean 
Sea and at the entrances to the Eilat and Suez Canals, Israel gained full 
naval control. 


However, at the beginning of the war, Egypt imposed a blockade at the Straits 
of Bab-el-Mandab. In retaliation the Israeli Navy closed off the entrances 

to the Suez Canal, thereby stopping the flow of Egyptian oil from the off- 
shore oil fields at Morgan, which provided at the time 8 out of the 10 million 
barrels of oil produced annually by Egypt. In addition, the Navy used com- 
mandos and frogmen for special operations. In Port Sa'id, the frogmen 
destroyed a tank encampment, a missile cruiser and a torpedo boat in a single 
operation. 


In the Yom Kippur War the Israeli Navy Managed somehow to cut off the flow of 
oil, coastal trade, amphibian support and supply lines to the Egyptians and 
Syrians, at the same time striking along the enemy's entire coastline with 
fragmentation bombings and commando raids. As a result of the commandos' 
operations, the Egyptians were even forced to evacuate their naval base in 
'Ardaka on the Red Sea.l 


Foreign sources reported that on the eve of the Yom Kippur War, the Israeli 
missile cruisers were fitted with electronic anti-jamming systems. In a 
battle at sea which took place in the Gulf of Latakia between four Israeli 
missile cruisers and Syrian war ships, the Israeli Navy's superiority was 
demonstrated. The aforesaid sources even related that the tracking of the 
Israeli missile cruisers by Syrian radar was picked up by means of the 
Israeli long-range sensing devices and the Israelis imnediately fired metal 
dispersion rockets to jam an attack by the "Styx" missiles. Not one of the 
Israeli ships was hit while the Syrian craft, lacking anti-detection systems, 
were badly damaged. 2 
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The Technological Race 


Has the picture of Israeli technological superiority changed significantly 
since the Yom Kippur War? Since the war, the Soviet fleet has equipped the 
"Osa" missile cruisers (of which Syria has 12; Egypt has 4; Iraq has 10 and 
Libya has 9) with long-range infrared missiles like the improved "Styx" 
models. It is possible that Syria and Libya have already received improved 
"Styx" missiles, which can also be used in high seas and are equipped with 
detection devices. According to various reports, Libya is oo to re- 
ceive around 24 missile cruisers equipped with these missiles. 


Egypt, on the other hand, turned to the West in order to refit her old 

"Osa 1"' missile cruisers with western diesel motors and westem electronic 
systems, mainly British (the Decca 1200 navigational-search radar and the 
Decca Rdl electronic jamming system) 4, and to purchase surface-to-surface 
"Otomat" missiles. Egypt also expanded her ship building capabilities based 
on the Soviet design of the "Komar" ship (which has served in the Egyptian 
fleet since 1961) and integrating it with western technology. Since the 
Egyptians today have four ships of this type in active service and many years 
of experience with this model and design, they may be able to achieve results 
in this area. The main strength of the Egyptian-made "October" and "Ramadan" 
vessels is that they are equipped with French and Italian "Otomat"' missiles 
and electronic control systems, integrated with British-made missiles and 
guns--"St-801." 


In addition, Egypt, Libya and Saudi Arabia have also turned to Europe (the 
latter even turned to the United States) to purchase ship frames, weapons 
systems, fire control systems and surface missiles including cruising mis- 
siles. The Egyptian fleet, for example, plans to purchase missile cruisers 
equipped with surface-to-surface "Otomat" missiles, this in addition to the 
continued production of their "October" and "Ramadan" ships. 


Among the leading European firms manufacturing battleships, competition is 
fierce. According to several sources, the Egyptians prefer the 550-ton 
"Cantieri Navali Riuniti" (CNR) model.© Four vessels of this type are now 
ready for use by the Libyan fleet. Libya, however, is not satisfied with 
just these. She had ordered 10 "Combattante II" battleships with "Otomat” 
missiles and reported that she is planning to order 10 additional fast patrol 
boats from France--the "PR-72 model. 


From Israel's point of view these technological developments undoubtedly 
present a serious and significant threat to her naval superiority, which she 
demonstrated in the Yom Kippur War, due to her technological superiority. 
The sensing and communications systems, as well as the weapons and weapons 
control systems manufactured in Europe can boast the same production quality 
as those made in Israel. The existence of an integrated, compact, modular 
system (simple to operate and easy to repair) contributes no less to the 
strength of the high speed missile craft than the actual missiles with which 
they are equipped. 








Third Generation Missile Cruisers 


The optimal design planned for the third generation® high speed missile 
cruisers may include, among other things, the following systems: 


a) a weapons control system with target tracking radar, radar control for 
automatic guns and a digital computer for the naval missile system with two 
separate channels for fire control. 


b) passive sensors indicating the radar activity of enemy ships via closed 
circuit television, infrared tracking and detection equipment, which, with 
the help of passive electronic measurement equipment can detect enemy radar 
equipment, analyze the broadcast it has discovered, identify it and provide 
coordinates. 


c) an information operating system with a multi-situational tactical display 
screen which gives the missile cruiser commander an exact, overall picture of 
the situation in the fighting zone. 


Since the fire control systems are produced by many European firms, the 
chances are great that the Arab fleet will purchase sophisticated systems 
such as the "Otomat" and "Excocet"? surface-to-surface missiles. 


Israel produces her own fire control system, which is the only western mcdel 
that has been tested and proven in battle as very efficient for destroying 
seagoing vessels. The Israel Aircraft Industry also manufactures the 
"Gabriel-2" missile, a version with a range of 40 kilometers. But the 
"Otomat" and "Excocet" are as well designed as the "Gabriel" and include a 
sophisticated, internal guidance system combined with active terminal homing. 
The surface missiles produced in Europe are very popular among the Arab 
fleets, and their penetration capability, which uses anti-detection tech- 
niques, is better than the Russian "Styx" missiles, because they were designed 
and planned from the start to overcome this problem. The European-made anti- 
detection systems are an integral and inseparable element today of the missile 
cruisers and are at arm's reach for the Arab fleets. Systems such as Thomas, 
Dagaie, Prateam, Brandt and others can spread metal fragments over an area 

of around 300 meters at a height of 40-60 meters in 5 seconds and protect a 
200-ton high speed missile cruiser from radar detection. 10 


Among the modern surface missiles purchased by Egypt, Libya and other Arab 
countries for their high speed missile craft, the "Otomat" has a range of 32 
miles and its new version promises additional potential. The Excocet and 
improved Styx surface missiles are equally as effective. The Gabriel 2 has 
a range of 40 kilometers, in all probability the maximum range for a hori- 
zontal missile.11 


One Enemy 
The Navy has planned for these developments in the maritime theater of war. 


Naval strategists see the Gulf of Eilat and the Mediterranean Sea as the 
future arenas for activity and naval control in time of war.12 
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All the Arab fleets today are purchasing equipment to be used at sea with 
refined missiles. Naval strategists see the inventory of Arab fleets as one 
enemy fleet which will have to be dealt with in time of war. The Arab 
seagoing vessels can fly under one flag or another. Since the Arab fleets 
have the potential to develop an integrated weapons system, they can also 
come up with a single doctrine anc a common war strategy. 3 


Planning for the Future 


To counterbalance this technological development, the Navy will have to 
equip its "Sa'ar" and "Reshef" missile cruisers with long-range missiles.14 
For long-range missions, escort and efficiency in battles at sea the Reshef 
missile cruisers proved most successful. At an operational weight of 450 tons 
they have the unusual capability of going 1,500 miles at 30 knots, and at 
least 4,000 miles at cruising speed.45 Since the Reshef models were orig- 
inally meant to serve in the Red Sea, the first among them could go around 
the entire continent of Africa in order to reach their arena in the Red Sea. 
Two vessels of this type sailed to the United States to participate in the 
bicentennial, and refueled in Bermuda. The trip from Haifa to Gibraltar was 
reportedly made at a speed of 30 knots, 16 


Reshef missile cruisers have the impressive capability of long-range trips, 
from Eilat to the Bab-El-Mandab Gulf and back, for example. These ships, 
like the Sa'ar models, were planned and intended to be seagoing vessels for 
subduing naval enemies, and were therefore designed and built to deal suc- 
cessfully and principally with surface targets. 7 


TABLE OF COMPARATIVE SURFACE MISSILE DATA 





Warhead Maximum 








Weight Weight Range Speed 

Missile Made In (in kgs) (in kgs) (in kms) (mach) Homing Device 

October 1 France 735 165 42 1+ active radar 

October 2 France 825 150-200 70 1+ active radar 

SS 12 France --- -—- subsonic -—- 

Otomat Interna- 770 201 60-80 0.9 automatic pilot 

tional 

Gabriel Israel 400 180 22/42 0.7 active radar, 
infrared, optic 

Harpoon USA 500 227 96 --- active radar, 
metal detector 

Styx USSR 500 150 40 0.9 radio, radar 

Improved Styx USSR --- --- 46+ 1+ active radar, 
infrared 

Sea-Killer 1 Italy 170 35 10+ 1.9 radio, beam 

Sea-Killer 2 Italy 300 70 25 1.9 radio, beam 

Sea-Killer 3 Italy 345 150 38+ 1.9 active radar 


Source: Jane's Weapon Systems 1978-1979, Longon, Yearbook 1979 pp. 804-805 
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The naval proving ground has for several years been undergoing a process of 
technological and other changes, mainly in to areas which have changed the 
character of naval warfare: long-range surface missiles and submarines which 
can penetrate deep into enemy territory. These operational and tactical exi- 
gencies brought about other changes and technological improvements in missile 
cruisers, increasing the life span of the Sa'ar and Reshef models, which were 
fitted to deal successfully with all four possible threats: surface, coastal, 
air and sub-surface.18 


In Israel's shipyards, an advanced model of the Reshef missile cruiser was 
developed with an operational weight of 488 tons, a speed of 42 knots, a 
range of 5,400 kilometers, a landing area for a light helicopter, anti- 
submarine missiles and torpedo launchers. When in actual operation, the 
advanced Reshef model will probably carry a helicopter with an independent 
logistics system, additional surface-to-surface long-range missiles and a 
superior air defense system. It appears that there are no other modern war 
ships being built with a similar operational weight which would equal the 
attack and defense potential (including air defense) of the advanced Reshef. 
The Reshef's speed is unprecedented for a ship of its size, which gives it 
maneuvering capability to extricate itself from land missile attacks. The 
Reshef's design is also unique.19 


According to reports from the Institute for Strategic Studies in London22. 
Egypt has a fleet of 12 submarines and Libya has 3 submarines with 3 on order 
(French-made). The Arab navies today have 53 missile cruisers and about the 
same number on order. The Egyptian fleet has 18 missile cruisers: 4 Osa l's, 
4 Komars, 9 October's, and 1 Ramadan, with 20 missile cruisers of various 
makes on order. The Libyan fleet has 14 missile cruisers: 9 Osa 2's, 

2 Cambattante battleships, 3 missile cruisers with SS-12 missiles and 12 
missile cruisers of various makes on order. The Syrian fleet has 18 missile 
cruisers: 6 Osa 1's, 6 Osa 2's, 6 Komar's and an additional number on order. 
Saudi Arabia has 3 missile cruisers and 13 on order, equipped with long-range 
Harpoon missiles (American-made) or Excocets. 


In the production of missile carrying battleships today, the dominant trend 

is to stay away from building fast patrol boats and to emphasize the construc- 
tion of high-speed missile cruisers with operational weights of 800-1000 tons, 
like the Soviet "'Nanuchka." The "CNR" battleships built for Libya have an 
operational weight of 550 tons. Egypt, too, prefers vessels of a similar 
weight. 


Saudi Arabia has ordered ships from the United States which weigh more than 
—_—a— and it is possible that some of these will be based in the Red 
Sea. 


The Israeli Navy has already jumped from Sa'ar missile cruisers to the 450- 
ton Reshef and the 488-ton advanced Reshef. Israel may even make the tech- 
nological transition to a new concept and build a vessel different in style 
and essence from the Reshef models, one that can meet the demands of modern 
warfare, making Israel a power to be reckoned with in the naval arena during 
the 1980's. 
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ISRAEL 


DAVAR ANALYZES JORDANIAN THREAT TO ISRAEL 
TA191831 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 19 Mar 82 p 15 
[Commentary by Hagay Eshed: '"Jordan--Israel's Number One Enemy" ] 


[Text] The Government of Jordan is deliberately and under duress becoming one 
of the most dangerous sources of hostility toward Israel. This hostility, 
measured in terms of efficiency, makes Jordan Israel's future primary enemy. 
Jordan has embarked on an advanced phase of the arms race and within a few 
years, it will pose the principal threat to Israel's skies and to its military 
and civil airfields. The Jordanian government is one of the chief promoters 
of U.S. pressure on Israel. In addition, it acts in liaison with the PLO to 
undermine Israel's position in the territories of Judaea and Samaria and to 
create a situation of perpetual unrest there. All this adds up to military 
and political danger, both in terms of routine security and as a threat of war 
to Israel. It is now fairly obvious that there will be no way of keeping 
Jordan out of any future war, even one of limited dimensions. Any flare-up 
in Lebanon will also spread to Jordan. Deliberately and under duress Jordan 
is, more than ever, ready to join in any future war in which Israel may be 
involved. 


This situation has come about through the fault of both the Americans and the 
Israeli Government, which has not offered the Jordanian Government any possi- 
bility of entering negotiations toward a political settlement. President al- 
Sadat who at the time repulsed King Husayn and would not permit him to join 
Camp David and the peace negotiations also shares part of the blame. The PLO 
and all those Arab countries which prefer it over Jordan as the exclusive 
representative of the Palestinian people are certainly to be blamed. The cul- 
prits are many--but that makes no difference to the outccme, to the situation 
shaping up before our very eyes. The Jordanian threat to impose death sentences 
on village league members is a grave and extremist move which may be regarded 
as a further step in the ever-increasing escalation toward war. There will be 
no avoiding a riposte to it sooner or later. 


This prinicpal danger on Israel's eastern front is being created by the Ameri- 
cans and by the arms race that is largely the fruit of their initiative. The 
Americans are, as it were, telling the Israeli Government that since it is not 
providing Washington with adequate bargaining counters by way of concessions, 
the only thing left for the Americans to do is to deliver all the arms requested 
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by the Arabs. Other than weapons, what else do the Americans have for sale? 
Reliability? A clear and consistent policy? So it only remains for them to 
supply the Jordanians with mobile antiaircraft missiles on top of the Soviet- 
supplied antitank missiles, plus F-16 fighters. In sum, Israel will be com- 
pelled to strike first at all there armaments in any future war. These deliv- 
eries are going to make it impossible for Israel to reduce its military de- 
ployment in Judaea and Samaria. The Americans are thereby producing a vicious 
circle leading to a political and military impasse, although they are the 
party most interested in obviating it. 


With Israel still trying to prevent reinforcement of Jordanian air power, it 

is caught up in ever-increasing friction with the U.S. administration and above 
all with the military establishment, which is the most hostile element to 
Israel in the United States. As we have read in the press, this establishment 
is given to thoughts of cooperation with the Soviets against Israel. It is 
that bad. And this comes alongside the Saudi contention that the principal 
enemy in the Middle East is Israel and not the Soviets. The principal danger 
is "Israeli aggressiveness" and not "Soviet expansionism and subversion." It 
is no wonder that the Jordanians, too, see fit to indulge in bigamy-with the 
Americans and with the Soviets. They have been given licence by the Pentagon. 


It is no wonder, therefore, that the Jordanian Government is now conducting a 
coordinated campaign with the PLO to sabotage any possibility of a tranquil 
waiting-period in Judaeaand Samaria. The PLO is activating its supporters and 
henchmen in the towns, and the Jordanian Government is exerting its influence 
on its supporters in the villages. It is a coordinated policy of escalation 
and deterioration. Perhaps it comes as a reaction to Israel's new policy--one 
designed to set up a civil administration on the governmental-administrative 
level and to set up a network of village leagues promoting a moderate leadership 
by and for the villagers--rather than as a forthright initiative. The leader- 
ship of both the PLO and the Jordanian Government apparently see a threat to 
their status in the creation of a "third" leadership, in addition to the Muslim 
opposition which constitutes a further and independent tier of local leadership. 
It seems that the Israeli effort to set up the civil administration and estab- 
lish the village leagues is proving more successful than all those decrying 

this policy are willing to admit. 


The Israeli policy is remiss in that it seeks to create a long-term interim 
situation in Judaea and Samaria without offering the Jordanian Government the 
chance to play some role in it. Jordan is afraid that the ground will be cut 
from under its feet; and the same goes for the PLO. The two cannot reconcile 
themselves to the creation of a new situation that may last for a relatively 
long period without their being in the picture. Both Jordan and the PLO fear 
that the Egyptian Government will in the foreseeable future be satisfied to 
enjoy the achievements of the Camp David accords and the regaining of its 
former status in the Arab world, without relinquishing the framework of the 
Camp David agreements. 


This danger--that Egypt and Israel will be partners in the creation of a new 


situation from which the PLO and Jordan will be excluded--has apparently 
prompted them to make a concerted effort to break things up. There are 
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numerous indications that the PLO is now, more than ever before, under the 
thumb of the Soviets, the coordination between Jordan and the PLO undoubtedly 
has their blessing. 


The possibility of U.S.-Soviet coordination against Israel (entertained by 
Pentagon circles) exists not only vis-a-vis Lebanon but also regarding Jordan 
(and the territories of Judaea and Samaria). Jordan is much more suited than 
the PLO to fill the role of a spur to U.S.-Soviet coordination. Jordan thus 
combines all the elements of danger to Israel by disrupting the relative calm 
of the waiting period in the territories; by gravely threatening basic security 
through the arms race in the air and on land; by aggravating friction between 
Israel and the United States; and by promoting political pressure on Israel. 

We are accustomed to danger from the north. There is also danger from the east, 
and it is growing. 
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ISRAEL 


DAVAR DISCUSSES POSSIBLE IMPOSED MIDEAST SOLUTION 
TA191520 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 18 Mar 82 p 15 
[Commentary by Amir Oren: ''The Return of the Imposed Settlement"] 


[Text] With the frequency of the Olympics, once every 4 years, the minister 
who is supposed to impose a political settlement on Israel (and its Arab 
neighbors) wakes up and emerges from his lair. The comparison with the 
Olympics or a world football championship final is self-evident, but it would 
be more correct to mention another 4-year event: The U.S. presidential elec- 
tion. Since the 6-day war, U.S. administrations have tried for the first 

year in office to cooperate with the Soviet Union in crystallizing a formula 
for peace and in agreeing upon borders to be imposed on the countries of the 
Middle East. The Reagan administration's brief delay in taking this approach-- 
with the attempt coming later than was customary in the Nixon and Carter admin- 
istrations (Ford was in office for too short a time and did not lead the 
United States as one who enjoys the tangible support of the voters)--is in- 
significant. An imposed settlement granting equal status to the two super- 
powers contradicts the view of worldwide rivalry between the United States and 
the Soviet Union. In fact, this is a limited rivalry being conducted within 
the framework of specific rules or concepts from which the two giants are not 
in the habit of deviating--in any event, not to the point of risking a direct 
conflagration between them. The policies conducted by the rival regimes in 
Washington and Moscow could be interpreted by different observers as offensive 
or defensive, as expansionist or as containment, but this is a long way from a 
war to the bitter and bringing mutual destruction (or heavy damage) in its 
wake. 


The United States and the Soviet Union have already imposed political settle- 
ments on others, as the East European countries have seen over the last 35 
years. An imposed settlement means not only a first cut at the territory of a 
country and perhaps also control of a certain political regime, it also means 
superpower opposition to a change in this situation at a later date, as long 
as the two superpowers think that their mutual interest in preventing a war 
takes preference over the private interest of one of them in changing the 
situation. From the moment the Soviet Union accumulated the strength to con- 
front the United States with a tangible threat to its existence, the U.S. 

goal of trying to free Eastern Europe from the Soviet yoke was pushed into a 
secondary place. Since the Soviet Union regards such liberation attempts as an 
attack on its prime interests, the United States is forced to restrict the 
degree of its willingness to work for the fulfillment of this goal. As con- 
firmed by the behavior of all the U.S. administrations from Eisenhower onward 
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(and, from this aspect, the "Sonnenfeldt doctrine" from Kissinger's time was 
only a reflection of the situation, not a procedural innovation), the United 
States is interested in a calm, submissive Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary-- 
anything not to incite the Soviet Union and set off an interpower fuse. 


What applies to Eastern Europe also applies to the Middle East. Here, it is 
true, the zones of influence are more indistinct and fluid, but U.S.-Soviet 
logic is identical: Let my puppet hit yours, or transfer your puppet to my 
camp, but do not allow both our puppets to escalate their fighting in such a 
way as to bring destruction down on their creators. It is the task of tails 
to brush away flies, not to wag the dogs and cause disputes between them, and 
if they dare to act otherwise, they are to be cut short. 


Because of this the Rogers plan was born at the end of 1969, toward the end of 
Nixon's first year in the White House and with the agreement of the Soviet Union. 
Because of this Nixon informed Brezhnev on 20 October 1973 that, in his view, 
the United States and the Soviet Union should jointly impose a comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East. Kissinger, in the current portion of his memoirs, 
quotes the message: "The Israelis and the Arabs will never succeed in getting 
down to this issue by themselves, rationally. Therefore, it is essential that 
Nixon and Brezhnev, who are watching the problem with less emotional involve- 
ment, should intervene, decide on the correct approach for a just settlement 
and then use vital pressure, each side on its friends, to obtain a settlement." 
It should be said that Kissinger feared that the Soviets would enjoy the Arabs' 
gratitude for what would be achieved through the interpower negotiations, even 
if the Americans imposed it on Israel. But the decisive fact is that the 
leaders of the two superpowers saw eye to eye on this problem. In the same 
way, and for the same reason, the United States and the Soviet Union served as 
chairmen of the Geneva conference and when that institution was considered to 
be splitting up, the Carter administration supported the joint declaration of 

1 October 1977--an additional step toward the imposition of an Israeli-Arab 
settlement. 


Al-Sadat's initiative and the Israeli-Egyptian peace process that followed it 
froze the idea of an imposed solution, but its success was too slow and partial 
to knock it out completely. It may be that the result al-Sadat was aiming for 
in the Palestinian sector was not too distant from that the powers wanted to 
impose, but the difference between willing devotion and rape could have an 
effect on the future of the relations between the sides. Instead of the peoples 
and the countries of the Middle East drawing up a regional format of life, 

there will be somebody who will dictate it to them. 


A possible approach (one of several) outlined in the emergency plan of the 
joint chiefs of staff for military containment of an Israel action in Lebanon, 
even if at the price of the cooperation of the Soviet Union, proves that the 
idea of the imposed solution is not alien even to the most rightist of all: 
The senior military officer class encouraged by the Reagan administration's 
offensive spirit. Ari'el Sharon deluded himself that the objective--wounding 
the PLO and founding a pro-Western Lebanon, meaning two defeats for the Soviet 
Union and its Syrian client--would make the Israeli military measures holy as 
far as the Reagan administration was concerned. He did not understand that 
Washington's basic world view is almost the opposite: The goal of preserving 
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relative stability in the Middle East and preventing a U.S.-Soviet conflagration 
would make even the positioning of an interpower force against Israel sacred. 
Instead of the United States regarding Israel as an ally against the Soviet 
Union, the Americans regard the other superpower, the other guardian of the world 
status quo, as a partner against the Israeli threat to the status quo. 


It was no coincidence that an anonymous senior official in the State Department 
this week called for "talking with the Russians" about El Salvador, because 
"this is a global problem." It was no coincidence that King Husayn of Jordan 
(in an interview with U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT) proposed that the United 
States should share the "enormous responsibility" for a "just and viable" peace 
in the Middle East with anyone interested in contributing to its foundation, 
meaning Western Europe and the Soviet Union. 


In the absence of a fruitful continuation of the Israeli-Egyptian process, the 
genuine question is likely to be not whether Israel has become wiser and will 
succeed in keeping its current control over the territories, not whether an 
imposed settlement will be avoided, but what settlement will be imposed and 
how to obtain the best conditions within tis framework (what sort of Palestin- 
ian entity, to what extent it will be PLO and with what links with Israel and 
Jordan). The imposed solution is not dead; its freeze has only lasted for 4 
years, more or less, and even if it is lingering, it will come--unless it is 
preceded by an independent, genuine initiative for a settlement. 
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ISRAEL 


"HA'ARETZ'ON U.S. VIEW OF MIDEAST SITUATION 
TA211504 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 21 Mar 82 p 7 
[Commentary by U.S. correspondent Gid'on Samet--"One Month Before the '‘After'"] 


[Text] About 1 month prior to the final withdrawal, which everyone seems to be 
laboring to persuade Israel will be followed by business as usual, Washington 

is rife with rumors and speculation on what will actually take place after 25 
April. Washington is good at that--sporting these feathers during lunch breaks, 
over business meals with zealous reporters, in business conversations whose 
echoes spill out; and this industry is especially prospering because, to be 
quite honest, the administration has no firm knowledge about what will happen. 
East official tells his own truth. 


One line is the well-known scenario mentioned above: That there will be a 
continuation of present relationships--a scenario anchored in arguments of 
realpoiitik (Mubarak probably wants to turn away, but he cannot as he depends 
on the ever-increasing ties with the United States). Another scenario being 
voiced is just as banal: The United States is committed to Camp David because 
it would not make a mockery of its public promises--to which are added the 
details rampant here recently about U.S.-Israeli relations returning to normal. 
The Pentagon has been making gentle overtures about the resumption of the 
strategic memorandum (together with the assessment that it would not be worth- 
while to approve the original document itself for a thousand and one reasons) 
and about Defense Secretary Weinberger coming here for a visit; moreover--can't 
you see--the commander of the air force, whose trip was canceled at the very 
last moment following the passing of the Golan law, is in Israel now. 


As we all kuow, U.S. officials have been commenting on tie U.S. intention to 
funnel threatening military aid to Arab countries--those labeled as moderate-- 
saying that this will only benefit Israel because it will guarantee that these 
countries maintain their affinity with the United States in the coming diffi- 
cult times, adding that Washington will continue anyway to watch that gradually 
obliterated factor--the qualitative edge. 


From another angle, that gem of a leaflet called "open forum" is--not coinci- 
dentally--pulled down from the dusty shelf. This is where a bunch of junior 
officials let loose their most sublimated instincts in drawing up a gymnasiun- 
level composition on a final, absolute solution to the Middle East conflict. 
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Besides the fact that the very publication of its content constitutes a trial 
balloon of sorts--in terms of testing the intensity of the Israeli and Jewish 
reaction to it--it also reflects the desires of quite a few officials on var- 
ious levels, and their hopes that after April the opportunity will arise to 
air supposedly new ideas. 


The more senior officers who have permitted themselves the liberty of expression 
under the cloak of anonymity have portrayed a more realistic image of what will 
happen in terms of the tactics in the next moves. Some time after the with- 
drawal, one of them says, perhaps in the autumn, but still before the congres- 
Sional election in November, Secretary of State Haig will meet with Prime 
Minister Begin and President Mubarak. According to this forecast, the meetings 
will take place in the region for the purpose of maintaining the continuation 
of the process in order to fulfill the pledge not to foresake Camp David after 
the withdrawal. 


If by then any progress at all has been made in the autonomy talks--which anyone 
with his right senses greatly doubts--then later a meeting of the heads of state 
will take place here, with President Reagan. 


This additional effort--not the withdrawal--will be the last test before the 
United States is possibly forced to admit that the current process has reached 
its natural end. Until then the prevalent view is that the European and Saudi 
initiatives can be stopped and an effort can conceivably be made to add 
"additional elements" to the negotiations. 


The next few months are therefore expected to be rather peaceful in Israeli-U.S. 
relations, unless--as people are always rushing to remind us--a conflagration 
occurs in Lebanon, and as for that, Washington knows no more of what will 
happen than any other intelligent reader of the regional map, a senior diplo- 
mat, whose name is well known in Israel, said not long ago that if he had 

been put against the wall at gunpoint with a demand that he say yes or no, he 
would have said yes, a war will take place in Lebanon. He could not give a 
more fitting estimation, and he adopted with glee the association this raised 

in his interlocutor: Like in the Chekhov play, so in Lebanon, the gun that 
appears in the first act is bound to fire in the end. 


So it is actually impossible to get very far in these talks with the U.S. 
officials on what is to be expected in the area. They can only contribute by 
expressing their aspirations, and those are glued together well with the thick 
adhesive of lack of certainty. 


What is more enlightening is the gossip--normally even more all-pervasive when 
the facts are not that solid. Such, for instance, is the question of whether 
or not Ambassador Sam Lewis will continue in office or not. This is connected 
to the prediction of the course that events will take regarding the peace pro- 
cess, and constitutes an all-too-frequent gossip subject-matter among state 
department officials. 


The story, rampant on both sides of the ocean, is as follows: Mr Lewis will 
be replaced some time after the withdrawal and before the end of the year. He 

















will have terminated a full 5-year tenure anyway. But his replacement is linked 
to the latent intention this administration still toys with, of giving the 

peace process an injection in the shape of a new momentum. One such juicy bit 
of gossip says that Mr Lewis will be offered a senior State Department post so 
that in times of pressure on Israel he will be found at the top of the Middle 
East branch as someone acceptable to Jerusalem, not an "Arabist." 


If he accepted this, Sam Lewis would be appointed to this post instead of 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs Nicholas (Nick) Veliotes. 
But, it is said, Mr Lewis is far too senior for this post. A more appropriate 
post, that of undersecretary for political affairs, was filled not so long ago 
by Lawrence Eagleburger. He in turn had just recently received from Robert 
McFarlane--the secretary of state's counselor--the "top level" position for 
handling Middle Eastern affairs. But. so the gossip goes, since it was diffi- 
cult anyway to place Eagleburger in that post because of his previous close 
ties with Dr Kissinger, it is highly questionable whether he could vacate it 
and accept the position of under secretary of state for the political affairs 
in lieu of William Stoessel, who is to retire shortly. 


Mr Eagleburger himself, so the astute listener could hear here, has recently 
showed interest in the academic question of whether or not Mr Lewis should be 
replaced as part of a kind of "new overture'’ toward the peace process. There 
is yet another contention--which one can hardly confirm or refute--that Mr 
Haig is not too happy with the ambassador. According to this argument, this 
gained additional ground during the famous conversation with Mr Begin, in 
which Mr Lewis refrained from strongly rejecting the prime minister's tirade 
right there and then, opting instead to make commerits on various issues--some 
of them marginal. 


If the reader is still interested in following this, he will discover that the 
rumors on replacing Mr Lewis actually emerged during Secretary Haig's visit to 
Israel in January. One member of his party reported this to U.S. journalists, 
one of whom William (Clayburn) of the WASHINGTON POST, raised this issue with 
the ambassador. Mr Lewis was surprised by the question and is still perturbed 
by it to this very day (as for himself, he would prefer to remain in Israel 
for an indefinite period of time). Even though Mr Lewis told him he had heard 
not a single word about it, the U.S. correspondent published this report, 
basing his report on the U.S. source. 


Also, how true is it that the recent appointment of the number two man in the 
U.S. Embassy in Israel, Robert Flaten, who is to replace William Brown this 
summer, is not one that makes the ambassador happy--hinting even further at 
the possibility that he himself might be replaced? 


Officials here have said: Nonsense, this is pure gossip attributed to the big 
mouths in Jerusalem, of all places, they heard something, which they exaggerat- 
ed. But the wide interest I detected in the ramblings of the Lewis affair 

has nothing to do with the personal aspect of whether or not the affable, able 
ambassador would indeed be replaced; this is but one example to show the un- 
clarity prevalent here with regard to all the aspects of "what will be." 
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More than anything else, the somewhat strained cliche of let us wait and see 
prevails in Washington these days. One way or another, they have other press- 
ing heavy-weight issues to deal with. But the feeling nevertheless is that 
some time toward this summer--barring some dramatic event before that, of 
course--enough data will have gathered to lead the U.S. policy almost naturally 
toward making new decisions about this region. 
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ISRAEL 


POST EDITORIAL ATTACKS SHARON POLICIES 
TA231038 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 23 Mar 82 p 10 
[Editorial: "Enemy of the People"] 


[Text] "Our main problem is not so much with the Arab population, as it is 
with the Jews." So said Defense Minister Ari'el Sharon at a meeting of Likud 
activists in Haifa Sunday night. 


What is the problem with the Jews? The problem is that not all of the Jews 
are prepared to rally to the support of the government when it takes action 
against "enemies of the state."' This the defense minister finds impermissible. 
The non-confidence motions planned by the opposition over the government's 
recent action in the Golan and the West Bank, strike Mr Sharon as showing a 
suicidal syndrome. Another twist of the phrase and he would have attacked the 
opposition for knifing Israel in the back. 


In fact, however, Mr Sharon's strictures are aimed only at the opposition from 
the left. He detects no tendency to suicide in the right-wing opposition 
which is now awaiting some "miracle" to spoil Israel's relations with Egypt 

so badly that the withdrawal from the still Israeli-ruled portion of Sinai, 
including Yamit, will be scrapped, even at the cost of the peace. 


That could indeed happen if Mr Sharon has his way. For he no longer decries 
queries about whether Israel would refuse to withdraw if there is no agreement 
by 26 April on the border at Tabah, assuring one and all (as he did just a 
week ago) that the dispute must, and will, be settled amicably. Now (so he 
did in Haifa on Sunday) Mr Sharon assures one and all that there will in fact 
be no withdrawal unless the. Egyptians agree in time to the line as drawn by 
Israel. 


Mr Sharon, in short, finds no disloyalty in the movement to stop the with- 
drawal in Sinai and its public tribunes. 


He does, however, find great fault with the alignment for daring to suggest 
that the army's six week-long quarantine of the Golan Druze is improper, an 
act of cruelty, even if valid under the emergency regulations--which Premier 
Begin, when leader of the Herut opposition, pointing to their British and 
anti-Zionist origin, used to denounce as "Nazi" in character. (Shinuy's 
Amnon Rubinstein, a constitutional lawyer, proposes that the quarantine is 
invalid even under the regulations, and his complaint is to be checked by the 
attorney-general. ) 
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The annexation of the Golan is an irreversible fact, so runs Mr Sharon's 
argument, and it is the duty of all loyal Israelis to say amen after it, and 

to help the government bring to their knees all Golan residents who still think 
that the Golan law was a bad idea. The trouble with the alignment is its 
suicidal disinclination to cooperate with the government in this enterprise. 


The alignment is at fault, too, for not applauding the government's strong-arm 
policy in the West Bank, simply on the ground that it is directed against the 
PLO. Apparently it is traitorous to observe that the village leagues are, at 
best, a broken reed, and that they are no substitute for the elected repre- 
sentatives of the local people, however obsti1e¢perous that may te. 


The army's conduct in the streets of the West Bank towns is evidently above 
criticism, too, and if demonstrators get killed by guns that are not supposed 
to be aimed at them--well, it was still they who started the rioting. But does 
this anti-criticism ordinance also apply to civilian settlers who fire into 
crowds? 


Criticism is the cause of reasou and humanity is the life-blood of democracy. 
Suicidal are those who seek to silence it. 
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ISRAEL 


POST DISCUSSES BOOK CENSORSHIP IN WEST BANK 
TA231042 Jerusalem POST in English 23 Mar 82 pp 1, 3 
[By Jeffrey Heller] 


[Text] The number of books that the Israel defense forces reports are banned 
for distribution or sale in the administered areas has doubled in the past 
year--from around 600 last March to about 1,100 today. 


But West Bank chief civilian administrator Prof Menahem Milson rejected as a 
"pack of lies, a total lie," the recent allegation in Israeli and foreign news- 
papers that among the banned books are Alan Morehead's the Blue Nile and the 
White Nile, Shakespeare's The Merchant of Venice, George Orwell's 1984 and 
books by Egyptian writers Naguib Mahfuz and Tawfiq al-Hakim. 


Milson said he did not know the exact number on the banned books list, but that 
it was available to journalists "on application to the head of the international 
division of the IDF adjutant-general's office." 


Milson also reported that "a number of West Bank booksellers have been prose- 
cuted for handling banned books and one had his shop closed for a week after 
repeated offences." 


A senior IDF source last night told the JERUSALEM POST that the number of 
banned books is "about 1,100" but refused to discuss some of the specific titles. 
The source said journalists requesting to see the full list of banned books 
would be shown it after applying through the IDF spokesman's office and the IDF 
censor. The source said the IDF refuses to give out copies of the list "for 
technical reasons. We need the list for purposes of work." 


Last March the POST was refused access to the list, which another senior IDF 
source then said contained "about 600 books." 


In recent weeks, various publications, including the Hebrew quarterly SIMAN 
QRI'A and the NEW YORK TIMES have printed articles claiming the list of banned 
books numbers some 2,000 volumes. 


The West Bank civilian administration this week distributed a denial of these 
charges, explaining that in 26 December 1976 "a mistaken order was issued (by 
the West Bank military government)" listing as banned "books whose import was 
allowed." 
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This order was subsequently (on 19 January 1977) corrected, the administration 
statement says, but the order continues "to serve as an unjustified basis of 
criticism despite the fact that some of the critics know that there had been a 
mistake that was corrected." 


"No book of those listed in the recent publications has been banned by the 


censor, according to the West Bank administration spokesman. 


Ori Bernstein, who wrote the recent article in SIMAN QRI'A about censorship and 
published an excerpt from the alleged banned book list of more than 50 titles, 
last night called the IDF denial "absurd." 


He said he has copies of 10 of 49 orders, issued by the West Bank military 
government listing more than 2,000 titles. Bernstein, who is director-general 
of Amcor as well as a poet, said the titles include a book by Yig'al Allon, in 
Arabic called the growth of the IDF, a book of poetry by Muhammad Darwish and 
"many political books." 


If the list of 2,000 is false, Berstein asked why the IDF or the West Bank 
administration does not publish and distribute what it claims is the "real" 
list. 


The senior IDF source last night said he did not know off-hand if a book by 
Allon (in Arabic) was on the list or if there are books of poetry on it. "But 
books in Arabic with certain titles--such as The Merchant of Venice--do not 
necessarily contain the same material as the original.'"’ He said Merchant in 
Arabic (which is banned) is not a translation but an especially anti-semitic 
variation of Shakespeare's original. He added that the IDF censor bans books 
only if the books are "propaganda, pro-PLO or by the PLO, can lead to public 
disorder or violence, undermine the security of the state or are anti-semitic." 


The source explained the censorship procedure. A bookseller or library must 
apply to the West Bank government's trade and industry staff officer for an 
import permit for specific books. The list of books is transferred to the IDF 
censor who immediately deletes those books already on previous banned lists. 
One copy of each book not on the list is then ordered for the censors. If 
approved, the bookseller or library receives a licence to import a given 
quantity of volumes. But if the censor bans the book, its name is transmitted 
to the military government, which issues an order adding the title to those 
already banned." 
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ISRAEL 


POST ON WEST BANK VILLAGE LEAGUES 


TA191845 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 19 Mar 82 pp 3, 4 weekend 
supplement 


[Commentary by David Richardson: "Leagues Out of Their Depth"'] 


[Text] "The Rabita? All I know about them is what they say on the radio." 
Ali, or "Abu Nafiz," lives in one of the small villages in the Ramallah Dis- 
trict. Together with his family he farms less than 10 dunams of land in the 
steep hills and narrow wadis that run down from the mountain ridge between 
Nabulus and Jerusalem to the coastal plain. 


He has a wife, 10 children, a few goats and sheep and a donkey. The donkey 
he uses for plowing and for getting to the Kibbutzim and Moshavim in the Jeru- 
salem corridor where he is employed as a day labourer. The few dunams he 
farms provide olives and oil, figs and plums, a little grain and an assortment 
of vegetables. 


His village, which I refrain from identifying at his insistence, gets its water 
from a central spring, will be linked to the East Jerusalem electricity grid 

in a few months’ time and does not have a paved street. The younger children 
attend a local primary school but those who go on to secondary school must 
walk five kilometers to a neighbouring village. 


As far as he is concerned, the village has "always'' been there. His clan or 
hamula was one of the four that founded the village at least five generations 
ago. The electricity pylons that have recently appeared are one of the most 
dramatic signs of modernization; change has been slow. His standard of living, 
he acknowledges, is vastly different from what it was a decade ago. 


According to demographers and sociologists, between 60 and 65 percent of the 
West Bank population is made up of people like "Ali and his family. 


It is this majority, long ignored by Jordanian, Palestinian and Israeli politi- 
cal planners, that has recently drawn the military government into actively 
fostering a new political movement in the territories. 


The method chosen has been the establishment of the Rabita al-Qura or village 
leagues, a new-old system which is seen by some as a means of eventually 
implementing Palestinian autonomy, and by others as an attempt to divide and 
rule. 
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Though the first league was established more than 3 years ago, and the idea had 
been discussed in the Defence Ministry for some time before that, the leagues 
only became the focus of Israeli efforts on the West Bank when Prof Menahem 
Milson was appointed head of the civil administration last November. 


The most powerful of the five leagues in existence today is the one in Hebron 
headed by Mustafa Dudin. The other four are in the Ramallah District, Bethle- 
hem, the Village of Hablah (near Tulkarm) and Janin. Together they exercise at 
least geographic jurisdiction over most of the West Bank except the Lightly 
populated Jordan Valley and the Nabulus area, which is perhaps the bastion of 
Palestinian nationalism. 


With the active support of the military government the leagues prospered. 
Funds for village development long withheld or not even dreamed of suddenly 
became available. Membership grew and in Hebron was said to have reached 2,000. 


The assassination of the head of the Ramallah Village league, Yusuf al-Khatib, 
prompted the military government to arm and train at least 200 of the league 
supporters who are now highly visible body-guards and are well on the way to 
becoming a semi-private militia. 


Things seemed to be going well. The PLO was perturbed, Jordan was silent, and 
Israel at last appeared to have found what so many experts insisted was there 
all along--a non-PLO majority. 


And then, last Tuesday, Jordanian Prime Minister Mudar Badran announced that 
those who supported the village leagues were collaborating with the "Israeli 
occupation authorities."’ He issued a military order giving them one month to 
withdraw or otherwise face treason proceedings and the possible confiscation 
of their property or the death penalty should they ever fall under Jordanian 
jurisdiction. 


The Jordanian move was a direct challenge to Israel's bid for political control 
of the area. Much is at stake for the Jordanians and the so-far silent PLO as 
well as for Israel. But it seems that it is Israel that has most to loose-- 
apart from the league leaders themselves, that is. 


The village leagues have their historical antecedents in the time of the British 
mandate when the Arab affairs section of the Jewish agency attempted, in the 
early 1930's, to foster opposition to the nationalist Supreme Muslim Council 
whichwas dominated by the Husayni family in Jerusalem. This opposition was 
based on village leaders from Bet Guvrin, Abu Ghaush and 'En Kerem. 


In the Galilee a similar programme of "agricultural associations" failed after 
it became clear that its most active endorsers were large landowners who wanted 
to sell part of their estates to the Jewish agency in order to finance the 
development of the rest of their land. They were bitterly denounced in the 
Arabic press of the time which was then apparently no less effective a political 
tool than the East Jerusalem newspapers are today. 


Another, far more dramatic, attempt was made during the Arab rebellion of 1938- 
39, which eventually degenerated into a bloody feud between the Nashashibi 
family (who were identified as moderates) and the Husaynis (who headed the 
ultra-nationalists). 
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With the aid of the British authorities the Nashashibis armed villagers from 
the Ramallah and Hebron areas and formed them into a political (and militia) 
organization to further mandatory policies against the Arab high command. 


Aside from the traditional envy between town and village, many West Bankers 
acknowledge that the village leagues do have some social roots. "The villages 
have long been neglected by all the authorities; the Turks, the Mandate, the 
Jordanians and the Israelis, and some of this resentment might be focused on 
the towns," said a Bi'r Zayt sociologist this week. 


But he warned that the true picture of Palestinian society on the West Bank 

was far more complex. Many villagers have migrated to the towns or established 
businesses there. 

"Milson has tapped a well of disgruntlement," another well-informed West 
Banker acknowledged this week. "But I would not place vast political hopes 
on it." 


The social backgrounds of the various village leagues in the West Bank are 
not identical. Most people agree that Dudin does have a real power base in 
his expanded family in the Dura area. 


"The late chairman of the Ramallah league, Yusuf al-Khatib, was not a comparable 
figure to Dudin, and he has been succeeded by his even less-notable son," noted 
one Ramallah resident. The Khatibs, unlike Bishara Qimsiyah in Bethlehen, 

were successful in mobilizing their entire clan: "But it is a nothing clan 

in Baytin--a nothing village." 


Qimsiyah, a former taxi-driver, has not won the support of his clan. The so- 

called intelligentsia of his family have publicly dissociated themselves from 

their cousin. His league is said to number no more than 15 individuals and is 
based in the town's former post office. 


In the tiny village of Hablah, a former gardener and employee of one of the 
wealthier families in the area, Abu Marzuq, was appointed chairman of the 
league. His appointment drew chuckles from many local residents. One woman 
asked, "is this really a professor who is doing this?" 

"The leagues should be seen in their regional context," said a knowledgeable 
observer. ‘In the Hebron area, for instance, it is based on strong kinship, 
but in other areas it might exploit the conflict between two feuding families 
or even religious antagonism." 


Little is known of the league in the Janin area but attempts by the civil 
administration to enlist 'Abd al-Ra'uf (Fares), the wealthy and influential 
chairman of the agricultural export association in the Nabulus District, have 
failed. The (Fares) family are said to have direct access to King Husayn's 
court, and the eldest son is reported to be moving their various business 
interests to Amman. 


Like many other societies Arab society in the West Bank fostered a system 
of patronage. 
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As local administration became more centralized and more bureaucratic with the 
decline of the Ottoman empire, the role of the Mukhtar as tax-farmer and 
policeman diminished and his legal-clerical importance increased. 


"The function of the Mukhtar to supply verifications...and documents...for the 
identity, personal status, the integrity property and and inheritance of the 
villagers...was a source of great power,'' writes Gabriel Baer in his study of 
the Mukhtars. 


Many academic and intelligence experts have noted that this system of patron- 
age in the West Bank has been maintained if not fostered in the 15 years of 
Israeli rule--not by the Israelis but by the Jordanians, and, since the 
establishment of the joint Jordanian-PLO committee in 1978-79, by the PLO 
itself. 


Even betore the lavish support of the "steadfastness fund" became available, 
Jordan maintained its influence by issuing passports for travel in the Arab 
world, school-leaving certificates, and the all-important "certificates of ori- 
gin which prove that agricultural aid other produce exported from the West 

Bank to Jordan does not originate in Israel. 


Applications for aid have had to be endorsed by the local mayors or by recog- 
nized Jordanian representatives. Meetings with Jordanian Government officials 
were arranged (or torpedoed) from the West Bank. 


Some Israeli opinion criticized the military government's tacit approval of 
this patronage, which increasingly favoured some of the most openly avowed 

PLO representatives in the area. "Why should Israel, which, after all, has 
physical control of the area, not acquire some of the political influence this 
dispensation of favours brings with it?" the argument went. Hence the 
village leagues. 


The fostering of the leagues has been accompanied by an official ban on the 
import of funds from the joint Jordan-PLO committee and increasingly stringent 
control of the finances of the municipalities and charitable organizations. 
The flow of money across the bridges has dwindled to a trickle. 


Basic support for the leagues comes from the military government channelling 
money through the leagues while denying it from other sources," conceded several 
people. 


But the favours the leagues can offer go beyond money. Requests for family 
reunions are expedited if presented to the military governor through the league. 
Identification cards seized by the army during demonstrations are returned via 
the leagues. Ramallah residents now require a "good conduct" credential from 
their league in order to renew their driving licences. 


Teachers dismissed in several areas of the West Bank because they belonged to 
a teacher's union which supported the recent strike for higher pay have been 
given to understand that they can get their jobs back if they apply via the 
leagues. 


68 





Indeed, the location of the leagues within the municipal boundaries of Hebron, 
Bethlehem and Ramallah fuels the suspicion that they are being groomed to re- 
place the municipalities. 


A number of the American voluntary aid organizations active in the West Bank 

are worried that their programmes may require dealings with the village leagues. 
"There have been a number of indications at a fairly informal level that certain 
projects require at least consultation with them, if not their approval," said 
the director of one of these organizations in East Jerusalem this week. ''The 
leagues have been formed for a political purpose. Our association with them 
would thoroughly politicize our work, which we have always refrained from 
doing." 


Inevitably, the Israeli backing of the leagues, particularly their arming and 
apparent freedom of action, and the challenge they pose to the nationalist and 
pro-Jordanian circles who draw their support from the more educated Palestinians, 
has led to confrontations. 


In the Bethlehem vegetable market, one of the Qimsiyah family reportedly shot 
at a bystander who started at the "Uzi on his shoulder. 


The al-Khatibs in Ramallah patrol the streets around the homes of their 
leaders--once in a battered Opel, now in a new Mercedes, and occasionally in a 
border police jeep. 


The leagues were able to function because of an implicit understanding that 
Jordan did not object to them. "Jordan was basically indifferent,'' said one 
knowledgeable East Jerusalem source. 


The league leaders were able to use this tacit Jordanian support to present 
themselves as authentic leaders in the eyes of their potential constituency; 
and the occasional anti-PLO statement certainly did not bother Amman. 


But the change at least in the middle level of the Jordanian Government was not 
as sudden as it appears. "For the last few months, Jordan TV has been referring 
to the 'so-called Rab'eta al Qur'a--a clear signal that they were slipping in 
favour,'' said one observer. 


But there is no census, let alone any real knowledge, as to what prompted last 
Tuesday's dramatic announcement which may well signal a new pattern in the web 
of conflicting ambitions in the West Bank. 


One version offered by military as well as West Bank sources is an Israel radio 
report, that some 200 of the league supporters had received training in handliny 
the "Uzi galvanized the Jordanians into taking a stand. Forty-eight hours 
later, Mudar Badran issued his military order. 


Other explanations range from criticism of Jordan for its preoccupation with 
the LIraq-Iran war at the expense of the West Bank; to Jordan's desire to 
demonstrate to Israel and the Americans, as well as the PLO, that it still has 
to be reckoned with on the West Bank; to a response to requests from prominent 
Palestinians who see the leagues as a threat to established Jordanian (and PLO) 
interests. 
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"The leagues are not to be dismissed lightly," the Bi'r Zayt sociologist said. 


"There is a power vacuum in the villages. 


"Despite the political objections to the leagues--and the Jordanian move has 

now thoroughly discredited them--pecple have to live their daily lives," he 
remarked. "The villages, unlike the towns, do not have the civic organizations 
which help one to get by. The youth clubs in the villages--the embryonic forms 
of these organizations--are the only intra-clan structures and their activities 
have been largely curtailed by the authorities because of their highly political 
nature." 


The effect of the Jordanian order has been "to isolate the traditional leader- 
ship--the natural basis for the village leagues--and to stress its collabora- 
tionist character," explained a West Banker referring to the "implicit collusion 
(aid now collision) between Jordanian and Israeli interests in the area." 


Israel and the civil administration headed by Prof Milson have invested hopes, 
resources and a great deal of prestige in promoting the leagues, and appear 
determined to continue to back them. 


The leagues, if successful, will offer an alternative and demonstratably more 
complaint Palestinian leadership than the mayors of the major West Bank towns. 
At best, from the Israeli point of view, they will produce individuals willing 
to enter the civil administration and implement the autonomy. In view of 
their apparent numerical superiority, the leagues could swing the vote in 
favour of autonomy, if and when there are elections. 


In the opinion of one West Bank politician, Israeli support for the leagues 
acts "as a whip on local Palestinians and an indirect form of pressure on the 
PLO to move in the direction of negotiations. 


In its drive to back up the leagues, Israel has offered Mustafa Dudin access 
to Israeli political circles no other Palestinian in the West Bank has 
officially enjoyed ever before, 'Dudin is to Milson what al-Ja'bari was to 
Dayan,’ noted one veteran observer this week leaving the difference in scale 
unstated. 


[The banning of the National Guidance Committee last week was almost unnecessary 
in view of the restrictions on the movements and activities of many of its 
members. The suggestion that the mayors may be dismissed is taken more ser- 
iously, as is the idea that the bridges across the Jordan may be closed. But 
One comes away with the feeling that West Bankers would almost welcome the 
show-down that would inevitably follow. 
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ISRAEL 


BEN-ELISAR INTERVIEW ON RELATIONS WITH EGYPT, W. BANK 
TA161010 Jerusalem POST in English 16 Mar p 5 


{Asher Wallfish interview in Jerusalem with Eliyahu Ben-elisar, chairman of the 
Knesset Defense and Foreign Affairs Committee--date not specified] 


[Text] Israel must expect Egypt to "manipulate" the normalization of relations 
between the two countries after the final withdrawal from Sinai on 25 April, 
according to Eliyahu Ben-elisar, chairman of the Knesset Foreign Affairs and 
Defense Committee. 


This manipulation will foliow a deadlock in the talks on autonomy for the 
Arabs of Judaea,Samaria and Gaza, predicts Ben-elisar, who knows the Egyptian 
leadership more than most other israelis, having served as the first ambassador 
in Cairo, from February 1980 to March 1981. 


Before that, while serving in Jerusalem as director-general of the prime 
minister's office from June 1977 to February 1980, he had constant contacts with 
Egyptian figures. These contacts began before the visit to Jerusalem of the 
late President Anwar al-Sadat, continued during the peace preliminaries and the 
Camp David talks, and extended throughout the implementation of peace. 


In his spacious but unadorned office in the Knesset suite assigned to its most 
prestigious committee, Ben-elisar told me: "I got to know Husni Mubarak well 
while Anwar al-Sadat was alive, but then Mubarak was vice-president, and today, 
as president, he has a different perspective. President Mubarak, incidentally, 
has not yet had the opportunity to thrash out problems in direct, one-on-one 
contact with Prime Minister Menahem Begin, which the late President al-Sadat 
had very frequently." 


Ben-elisar said: "Israel sees normalization of relations as the substance of 
peace. Egypt sees it as a means, a political tool. So it will use normaliza- 
tion in order to try to persuade Israel to make concessions in the autonomy 
negotiations. But I don't believe that the basic peace will be eroded because 
of a crisis in the autonomy talks." 


He predicts that Egypt will turn the deadlock on the autonomy issue into a 
crisis this year: "Egypt will try to generate a climate of pressure around 
Israel, not only by direct means, but also by enlisting whatever help it can 
get--in the United States and Western Europe, in Latin America and even in 
Africa. 
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"In the United States, official sources will brief the media to help generate 
that climate of pressure. American media have shown themselves susceptible to 
such official campaigns in the past. It will be cleverly orchestrated and it 
won't be at all pleasant, but we shall have to dig in our heels," says Ben- 
elisar. 


While conceding that the U.S. administration role would be crucial in the anti- 
cipated pressure after an autonomy deadlock, Ben-elisar believes that "the key 
lies in our own hands." 


"We cannot give way because we cannot usher in a Palestinian state according to 
the Egyptian interpretation of autonomy. Once Egypt sees we are standing fast, 
it will have the choice of either considering Israel's terms, or doing nothing, 
thereby allowing the status quo in Judaea, Samaria and Gaza to continue." 


He believes that an autonomy agreement with Egypt is possible once Israel has 
shown it can withstand pressure and weather the storm: "If Egypt signs an 
agreement with us, in preference to maintaining the status quo in the areas, 
the very signature in itself will mean that the agreement has a chance of being 
accepted here on the ground in the areas. 


“The local Arabs will have a choice between continuing to live with the status 
quo or accepting something which they consider is inadequate. In ay case, 80 
percent of the local Arabs do not need to take part in elections for the admin- 
istrative council," he says. 


Even if the Arabs of Judaea, Samaria and Gaza do not cooperate in implementing 
autonomy, and even if an autonomy agreement is not reached in the first place, 
Ben-elisar believes that Israel should unilaterally implement whatever elements 
of autonomy it can--''but only at the end of the process, not at the outset, as 
the late Moshe Dayan advocated because he did not share our ideological attitude 
to Judaea and Samaria." 


Ben-elisar believes it is in Israel's interest to grant the local Arabs autonomy 
according to the terms of Camp David. "Even in the theoretical contingency 

that we would eventually apply Israeli sovereignty to the areas, I believe we 
should still grant the Arabs autonomy. We should not aspire to dictate their 
daily lives. As long as our vital interests are protected, they should live as 
they wish." 


He describes as "a step in the right direction" the present separation of 
functions in the areas between the civil and the military administration. 


"If lack of agreement on autonomy means the status quo continuing, we can give 
our administration whatever character we desire, reducing the military aspect 
and increasing the civil aspect. We should have started the separation of 
functions straight after Camp David. Had we done so, the PLO would today be 
weaker than it is." 


Ben-elisar, formerly a senior executive in the Mossad, makes light of the 
fuss by some people about ferment in the areas against the Israeli administration. 
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"We can live with the status quo in Judaea, Samaria and Gaza forever," he says 
flatly. "Whatever unrest there is from time to time, is greatly exaggerated. 
The ups and downs in the unrest depend entirely on external factors. It is 
entirely artificial," he says. 


To support his charge about exaggeration, Ben-elisar says that of the 40,000 
to 50,000 high school pupils in the areas, "less than 1,000 keep on getting 
involved in demonstrations, in the same schools in the same towns, while the 
remaining 98 percent of teenagers go about their studies peacefully." 


Nor is he upset about the bad image which some people attach to occupation. 
"Jordan took measures to keep the occupants of the areas in check for 19 years 
and we have been controlling them for 15 years. But who is responsible for 
the unrest? Twenty percent of the population? Much less! There is a ferment 
from t.me to time, admittedly. But that is part of the national conflict be- 
tween Jew and Arab." 


Ben-elisar feels it is high time that the PLO was cut down to its true size. 
"Tt's a balloon--an artificial creation," he says. "Without support in Western 
public opinion, which is hoodwinked by the incantation of the self-determination 
slogan, the PLO would collapse. Without the Saudi millions which it extorts, 
and without the communist countries’ weapons and training facilities, the PLC 
would be impotent.” 


He is rather gratified at the fact that when he puts his thesis about the 
artificial character of the PLO to European figures, they have no arguments 
to make in rely." 


Having been closely involved in contacts with French figures during President 
Francois Mitterrand's state visit here earlier this month, Ben-elisar concludes 
that Franco-Israel relations can now allow for a calculated separation between 
differences of opinion over the Palestine issue, and all other issues of 

common interest. 


"President Mitterrand said clearly that the parties to the dispute must be 
permitted to settle their differences without outside interference and without 
an enforced solution," he noted. "France wants good relations with Israel 
because no Arab state pays attention to a country which has no influence here, 
and which therefore--they believe--is of no use to the Arabs." 


The former French President Valery Giscard d'estaing maneuvered himself into a 
position in which the Arab world had no use for him as far as Israel was con- 
cerned, Ben-elisar believes. British Foreign Secretary Lord Carrington has 
found himself in the same impasse, he says. 


But Mitterrand's visit has left Israel with a different sort of Europe to re- 
late to, he suggests. ‘Britain and West Germany, which found it convenient 

to follow the lead of Mitterrand's predecessor, are now out in the cold. Lord 
Carrington could not possible father another Venice declaration. 





He believes that Mitterrand's visit has therefore created the conditions in 
which Israel should launch a more dynamic diplomacy vis-a-vis Europe. He 
predicts better relations now with such countries as Belgium, Holland and 
Denmark. And he believes that a special effort should be made to create a 
positive climate for the Carrington visit here at the end of the month. 


"All we need to ask from Britain is to compartmentalize differences of opinion 
and avoid the stop-watch approach to the dispute. All we need to ask for is 
time to let the protagonists work out their problems." 


Ben-elisar expects the U.S. attitude towards Israel after the final withdrawal 
from Sinai to be "just one more phase in the ambivalent approach shown by the 
Americans since 1948."" This ambibalence combines support for Israel with the 
desire to bring the Arab world closer, he believes, and in the seesaw which 
results, with its ups and downs, Israel has always benefitted in the overall 
balance. 


"The United States cannot jettison Camp David, despite the conflicting inter- 
pretations which grew up around it, just as it cannot jettison Security Council 
resolution 242, despite the conflicting interpretations. Such formulae are 
only attainable because they are vague," he believes. 


"The U.S. seeks a solution to the Israel-Arab dispute, without harming our 
vital interests, rather differently. Our job is to stand firm and keep a 
strong nerve whatever the U.S. says. In the final analysis, it is merely a 
matter of foreign policy for America, but for Israel it is a matter of 
existence.” 
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ISRAEL 


DEFENSE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN BEN-ELISAR ON WEST BANK ISSUES 
TA241543 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1410 GMT 24 Mar 82 


{Interview with Dr Eliyahu Ben-elisar, chairman of the Knesset Defense and 
Foreign Affairs Committee, on the weekly "Debate Program" by HA'ARETZ political 
correspondent "Uzi Benziman, Jerusalem radio political correspondent Shim'on 
Schiffer, with Yitzhaq Golan as moderator in the studio--live] 


(Text] [Question] Good afternoon, Dr Eliyahu Ben-elisar. 
[Answer] Good afternoon. 


[Question] Is what happened in the Knesset last night and the opposition's 
criticism of the government's policy on the Golan and in Judaea and Samaria an 
expression of lack of national patriotism, as the defense minister termed it 
and the prime minister say such things. 


[Answer] I did not hear the defense minister say such things, nor did I 

hear the prime minister hint at this. I think the opposition did what an 
opposition should do--which is to oppose. However, sometimes if the opposi- 
tion objects strongly, it can see things with a broad view, not only through 
the narrow spectacles of an opposition. Here I say that the international con- 
text should also be viewed, as should world events, to see in what predicament 
Israel is in order to decide how sharply to react or how sharp the motions it 
submits to the Knesset should be. 


[Question] With respect to the debate held in the Knesset yesterday, is it 
your opinion, too, that the establishment of the area village leagues is the 
most important development since 1967? Do you attribute such great signifi- 
cance to it? 


[Answer] I attach great importance to the correct policy, and such a policy 
in Judaea, Samaria and the Gaza District is in my opinion to try to make it 
possible for a moderate leadership among the Arabs of Judaea, Samaria and the 
Gaza District to surface and grow. This could not have been achieved overnight 
and not even in a month. It is, after all, something that must take time. 
[he Israeli Government is presently employing the correct policy--which is 
already successful, although insufficiently so because the policy has simply 
not been employed for a long enough period of time. Had the cabinet adopted 
this policy a few years ago there is no doubt in my mind that today we would 
have been a long way toward successfully creating and establishing a moderate 
leadership and that the PLO would have been far more downtrodden than it is 
today. 
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[Question] But, Dr Ben-elisar, the world media has described what is currently 
happening in Israel as though the northern command is in control of the northern 
part of the country, the central command does the same in the central part of 
the country and in fact the picture the television viewers could get is that 
there is disorder. We have just seen pictures of attempts to enforce order 
through very violent measures. 


[Answer] Why mention only the foreign media? I also saw a caricature in an 
Israeli newspaper--although in the English language, but still a good Israeli 
paper--that said that the IDF has problems with the Druze in the north and with 
the Arabs in the central part of the country and with the Jews in the south. 
This kind of sense of humor is legitimate. How would we actually have wanted 
the world media to portray the situation--especially in television reels, as 
this is what impresses the public the most? 


[Question] Are these, in your opinion, not facts? 


|Answer] I am definitely not denying them. At present we indeed have problems 
with the Druze on the Golan Heights; we have certain problems in certain places 
in Judaea and Samaria; and we indeed have problems in the Rafah approaches and 
in northern Sinai. But these are problems of a totally different category, 
completely separate issues, with no connection between the one and the other. 
They do not even share similar circumstances, and certainly not a single 

cause. There is just one common factor: the chronology--that is, these things 
are taking place at the same time. So we have some problems taking place at 
the same time. Does this mean that Israel is not a state of law and order, or 
that it is a country where it is difficult to live--can we not walk around in 
Jerusalem with complete security today, or do the same in Tel Aviv, and conduct 
our lives normally? How many Jews in Eretz Yisra'el today do not live their 
lives normally, routinely? I think all do so. There are certain problems 

that the government of Israel is facing and will overcome. 


[Question] The civilian administration in Judaea and Samaria was intended, 
perhaps, to extract the autonomy from its distress--that is, the autonomy 
talks--but is there here no contradiction where on the one hand there is the 
soft anproach of the civilian administration against a rather harsh treatment 
by the security forces? 


Answer] No, I would not say that this was the purpose of establishing the 
\vilian administration. 


iestion] So what was its objective? 


1iswer|] First of all, the autonomy talks can resume at any moment, as soon 
Feyptians are prepared to resume them. The Israeli cabinet is first of 


the one that suspended the autonomy talks, it was President al-Sadat-- 
was still him--who suspended the talks twice. Incidentally, everyone 
ttribute this to an aftermath of the Jerusalem law, but I must re- 
lid it once even before the Jerusalem law was passed by the 
yrepared to resume the talks but the Egyptians did not 
ly, I estimate that the talks will resume and that 











the Egyptians will want this to happen after 26 April. The goal of <stablish- 
ing the civilian administration was, acutally, first--and here I repeat what | 
had said earlier--to permit the local moderate Arab leadership to emerge; 
second, to remove as many functions as possible from the military government 
and transfer them to the civilian administration and if possible, later, from 
the Jewish civilian administration even to an Arab civilian administration. 
This is in line with the same concept in the autonomy that is in line with the 
[Israeli cabinet's view. Certainly, this is a preparation for something--cer- 
tainly. As for the harsh treatment, that too is part of the policy. Those 
who live quietly and in harmony with us and in peace should enjoy quiet and 
peaceful life, but thosewho want to incite, rebel and sabotage this life 
deserve what they get--prison. 


[Question] Do you really believe that the Palestinian problem can be solved 
through the area village leagues? 


[Answer] No, certainly not, but there is no doubt in my mind that there is 

no way of solving it through establishing a Palestinian state. This could 
perhaps solve a certain problem--the Palestinian problem--but it would 
simultaneously create another problem: the Jewish problem. The State of 
lsrael and Zionism were aimed specifically at solving the Jewish problem. I 
am not prepared to have the Palestinian problem solved at the expense of the 
Jewish state. The policy intended to establish, help and develop the area 
village leagues is actually part of the overall policy. In general, it is 
necessary to view the Israeli Government's policy as it really is--as one, 
very broad and comprehensive move. It is a great move. I ama bit uneasy to 
call it a historic move, but no doubt this is how history will judge it in 

the future. This process should, of course, be allowed to exhaust itself--and 
that involves Cainp David and peace with Egypt; it involves settling throughout 
Eretz Yisra'el and our policy toward the Arabs of Eretz Yisra'el; it involves 
the autonomy--all of this is one big move stemming from a central concept, a 
certain ideology, but also involving absolutely well-defined objectives and 
national goals. 


[Question] What is so great about it? The cabinet annexed the Golan, and we 
can see the results to date. It is trying to establish the civilian adminis- 
tration, and I am hereby notifying you that in Jerusalem there are today 
traffic problems--whereas you said that people sit quietly and calmly in 
Jerusalem. Well, my personal experience of this morning is that it was impos- 
sible to transfer children from a Neve Ya'aqov school and bring them to a 
meeting with a writer at the writers’ house in the Jewish quarter [of the 
Jerusalem old city]. What is so great about all this? 


[Answer] The difference between our approaches is that you are referring to 
an incident today, what is happening today. Perhaps people by nature look at 
things this way, namely that our memory is long enough to know and remember 
what occurred yesterday, but I think people who were given the public's trust 
in a way that is sufficient to make them its representative should view this 
not only in the context of current affairs, but look a bit farther. What is 
so great about it is that Israel currently has peace with an Arab country. 
Although this is only one country, it is not coincidentally the largest and 
strongest Arab country. At the same time, Israel has a signed agreement with 
that same Arab country--Egypt--to the effect that for the first time in the 
annals of Israel legitimacy is given for IDF presence in Judaea, Samaria and 








the Gaza District, and this is signed by that Arab country. As part of this, 
Israel meanwhile gives itself complete freedom to allow Jews to settle in the 
Judaea, Samaria and Gaza Districts. This peace was in effect when Israel 
applied the Israeli law, legislation and jurisdiction on the Golan Heights. 

I admit that no one had promised that we Jews will lead an easy life and that 
everything will be resolved peacefully without any problems. There are pro- 
blems, and I presume problems will also be in the future. We should not only 
observe the day-to-day problems, all of which will be resolved--so I hope, 
being an optimist and a believer--but we should look at the big thing, which 
is the implementation of Zionism, the struggle over shaping the country's 
boundaries, which all the governments in Israel wanted. 


[Question] Ambassador Arens said in Washington that if there is no progress 
in the autonomy talks, Israel may have to apply Israeli law to Judaea, Samaria 
and Gaza. Do you share his assessment? 


[Answer] Look, people cannot always share all the evaluations that someone or 
other holds. I can see Israel adhering to the Camp David accords, and I think 
that there is no party to the Camp David accords--and as will be recalled, 
there are three parties: Egypt, the United States and Israel--that would vio- 
late the agreement. Israel will continue to adhere to the agreement, which 
stipulates.... 


[Question--interrupting] We know the agreement. My question simply was: 
Were that agreement not to be implemented for one reason or another--you have 
stated that Egypt had been the one that stopped the negotiations. Let us 
assume that Egypt does not resume the negotiations. 


[Answer] I am talking about a violation of the agreement. 
[Question] And I am talking about the autonomy. 


[Answer] I am speaking of a violation of the framework agreement on the 
establishment of the autonomy signed at Camp David. A suspension of the 
negotiations--indeed, if one presses the legal and formal aspects--constitutes 
a certain violation. However, I do not want to get caught in that word. It 

is indeed written in the agreement that the parties would negotiate in a speedy 
manner. However, I do not think that this constitutes the same kind of viola- 
tion Ambassador Arens was referring to. I do not think that in the very near 
future we will be able to apply Israeli law, legislation and jurisdiction to 
Judaea, Samaria and the Gaza District--to my deep regret because I am certainly 
in favor of it. Nonetheless, I do not think we will be able to implement this 
in the near future. 


[Question] Dr Ben-elisar, I am quoting the French president's remarks to the 
prime minister after Mr Begin had described the autonomy plan and everything 
[Israel is willing to give to the Arab inhabitants of Judaea and Samaria. The 
French president said Mr Begin's remarks had been very persuasive but there 
was only one problem: That 1 miliion Arabs living there are not ready to 
accept this plan. Not only are they not ready to accept it, the international 
community is not overwhelmed by it either and is not ready to accept it. Do 
you believe that Israel will be able to adhere to this plan in spite of the 
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fact that those supposed to accept it are not willing to do so and the entire 
world is opposed to it? 


|Answer| I do not have the shadow of a doubt that we must continue to adhere 
to it, let me elaborate. We all knew, we never deluded ourselves, the 
nationalist and deep aspirations of the Arabs of Eretz Yisra'el. If I were 
to be asked I would say that I know the Palestinians would prefer their own 
independence. Nevertheless, I say the Arab states have 22... 


r 


|Question--interrupting] States. 


[Answer] Twenty-two sovereign representations and that Eretz Yisra'el had 
been partitioned in the past--this argument is known and we will not allow a 
Palestinian state to be established at the expense of our state; neither will 
we pay an extra price in addition to the price we have paid for peace with 
Egypt. 


[Question] The Egyptians would counter this argument by saying: These two 
issues are not related; you have paid the Egyptians a price in exchange for 
peace and you have to pay another price for peace with Palestinians? 


[Answer] First of all, let me refer to President Mitterrand. I know the 
situation of the Palestinian nationalist aspirations and I know that tor the 
sake of our future, security and existence we will not be able to agree to the 
realizations of these aspirations. Therefore, there is actually no other 
formula or solution and no other solution has been raised except for this 

one. Since there is a struggle over sovereignty in Judaea, Samaria and the 
Gaza Strip it was decided to put aside the struggle over sovereignty and 
initially try the problem of the Arab inhabitants of Judaea, Samaria and the 
Gaza Strip. The international community at this moment does not think that 
this formula will prove successful. However, if we make progress toward its 
realization, it will also come to terms with it. After all, what does the 
international community want? It wants to see the conflict solved. If we 
show that this formula and proposal have real chances of success it will also 
accept it. Ultimately, we are struggling for something that is vital to Israel. 
Therefore, we should not he deterred by these difficulties. 


[Question] I want to understand what you are saying. You say that we are in 
the midst of a great period because we have peace with Egypt and under this 
umbrella we can do many things: Annex the Golan Heights, draw Israel's 


borders... 


[Answer--interrupting |] I do not say that; you are saying it, this should be 
clear to you. Those were not my words. Hold ona second, there is a difter- 
ence in definitions, descriptions and words when you say it and when I[ say it. 
Please, either quote me precisely or note that those are your words. 


[Question] Allright, I will say that this is how I understood your words. In 
reply to a question 5 minutes ago you said: What is so great about the situa- 
tion is that we have peace with Egypt and, at the same time--that is how I 
interpreted you--we are applying Israeli law to the Golan Heights; we are 








struggling on the formulation of Israel's borders, and we are dealing with 

the Palestinian problem in our own way and as we see it. What I actually 

_ want to know is the following: It appears that those same things--that is, 
applying Israeli law to the Golan Heights and dealing in some way or another 
with Judaea and Samaria--could have been done even in the absence of peace 
with Egypt. Alternately, we are doing these things before 26 April because we 
have a problem with this peace with the Egyptians. For the sake of argument, 
I want to present to you the thesis of the alignment which states: Those 
things should not have been touched; the situation in the Golan was normal and 
good; we fully controlled it even before Israeli law was applied and the situ- 
ation in the West Bank was reasonable. Now look what we have done: we have 
let genies out of the bottle with which we can hardly cope. Are you satisfied 
with what is happening today in the West Bank? 


[Answer] This claim of the alignment is simply not tr 1e because the pro-PLO 
currents in Judaea, famaria and the Gaza District had been gradually strengthen- 
ing and reinforcing. Had we let that movement develop, it would have gone out 
or control or we would have been forced to pay a dearer price to keep peace. 
[t may very well be that pictures shown over foreign and Israeli television 
would have been much more serious. Therefore, the alignment's argument is 
absolutely not true. We know that this PLO movement--even if not formally 
PLO, it is pro-PLO--had been strengthening. I say that the current policy is 
correct, the only correct policy. As a matter of fact, the riots and distur- 
bances we are witnessing now are the result of the weakness of the PLO and 
Jordan and especially their fear that our policy indeed stands a chance of 
succeeding. Were they not fearful, they would not try to disrupt it. This 

is perhaps the best proof that this policy is correct. 


As for the Golan Heights, would it have been better to maintain the former 
status in the Golan Heights when the entire world theoretically regarded the 
Golan Heights as a bargaining card for possible negotiations with Syria in 
the distant future, at a time when Syria not only repeatedly declares that it 
advocates the destruction of Israel, but has not yet even recognized UN 
resolution 242. Syria is a most extraordinarily aggressive country, even when 
seen against the state of affairs in the world now. Why should we have left 
the status of the Golan Heights as some sort of bargaining card? That issue 
had to be closed, leaving the option for possible negotiations with Syria 

s metime in the future. As for the Golan Heights, let us be clear to every- 
body that Israel will not leave there. 


[Question] Dr Ben-elisar, Mk Ra'anan Na‘im has initiated a draft law accord- 
ing to which Israeli law would be applied to those areas in Judaea and Samaria 
included in the Allon plan. Do you agree with this initiative? 


[Answer] Mk Ra'anan Na'im may initiate whatever proposal he wishes, but I will 
net agree to such a proposal for two reasons: an ideological and a political 
one. The ideological reason: If I were to agree that Israeli law, legislation 
and jurisdiction should be applied only to those areas included in the Allon 
plan that Mk Na'im is sneaking about, I would be at the same time admitting 
that my right does not apply to other parts--and I could not conceive of such 

a possibility. The political reason: I do not think that the Camp David 





accords, which, as 1 said, the government and the State of Israel adhere to, 
recognize the passing of such a law by the State of Israel. In any case, the 
Israeli Government is the one to decide about such an idea. This could not 

be a private initiative of any Knesset member, either of the opposition nor of 
the coalition. 


[Question] There was the Jerusalem law; the precedent has been set. 


{Answer] Yes, you are right, but I can provide another kind of precedent 
referring to the Golan Heights. In the basic guidelines of the current 
government presented by the prime minister it is implicitly stated that the 
application of Israeli law, legislation and jurisdiction on the Golan Heights 
will only be decided by the Israeli Government. 


[Question] Dr Ben-elisar, with your permission, I will go over to a hot 
subject. <A terrorist squad was captured today on the Lebanese border, near 
Kibbutz Hanita. In your opinion, does the Israeli Government have to react 
to such an operation? 


iAnswer] I can only say that I take a very serious view of this operation 

and that it is a violation of the end of hostilities agreement reached between 
[srael and U.S. envoy Philip Habib. As for what the Israeli Government has to 
do--the government will decide it. It would not be wise for me to say what 

it has to do. 


[Question] Are you aware of the fact that Israel and the United States differ 
on the issue of Lebanon and on the way to react and that there is an argument 
in principle over the issue of what constitutes a violation of the cease-fire? 
As a matter of fact, Israel is currently constrained and it cannot react to 
these actions from Lebanon. 


[Answer] There are no differences of opinion between Israel and the United 
States on the fact of the very violation of the agreement on the end of hos- 
tilities. Any operation originating in Lebanon will be considered a viola- 
tion--and it does not matter through which country or border it was carried 

out or what its target was; the only thing that counts is that the action 
originated in Lebanon, there are no differences of opinion on this point. 
[Israel is less constrained than may be inferred from publications in the media. 
fhe Israeli Government will decide--and it is the only authorized source to 

do so--what to do, whether to do it, where and how. This is one of the 

symbols of any country's sovereignty. 


{Question] Dr Ben-elisar, recently we have been witnessing acts of retalia- 
tion by Settlesr in Judaea and Samaria along with the actions of the security 
forees. Is this a new policy? 


(Answer] Not only is this not a new policy--incidentally, I would not call 
them acts of retaliation because if that is indeed the case, this is a serious 
matter, there should be no acts of retaliation by private individuals; 1 hope 
these are not acts of retaliation--I think that the Israeli authorities must 
impose order whether the disorderly parties are Arabs or Jews. Even if the 
latter case is very infrequent, order must be imposed. 





[Question] Dr Ben-elisar, I know you as a man sensitive to the issue of 
public relations. Regarding Israel's current image in terms of recent events 
within Israel as well as in Judaea, Samaria and the Golan Heights, how does 

it serve the government's ability to make decisions to react to the incursion 
in the north. Let me press this point: In the last few weeks and through 
various official spokesmen we have prepared the world public by saying: Look, 
we are waiting, we are warning and the terrorists are gaining strength, and 

so on. In your opinion, when a government is on the verge of making a decision 
on this type of action it certainly takes into account this aspect of world 
public opinion. Does the current image situation--which to a large extent is 
the result of decisions made by this government--help or hinder a reaction to 
today's events in the north? 


(Answer! I am inclined--and this is the truth--not to reply to this question 
though | very much want to answer it; I am itching to answer it. However, I 
am simply afraid of getting dragged after words which I had better not utter 
because, again, I believe that the government and only the government--within 
whichever forum the prime minister decides upon, either the full cabinet or the 
ministerial committee on security affairs--will have to make the pertinent 
decisions. When these decisions are made, I have no doubt that they are made 
after a comprehensive consideration of the entire situation and conditions, 
including the public relations point of view. Nevertheless, when vital matters 
are involved I do not think that the publicity aspect should dictate our moves. 
Public relations are very important, but are still less significant than our 
very existence. 


[Question] Dr Ben-elisar, there are solidarity strikes and protests over the 
disbandment of the al-Birah Municipal Council. Why force shopkeepers to open 
their businesses and why weld the doors of those stores that remain closed? 
Why not accept the position of the late Moshe Dayan, namely: If they want, 
let them strike; if they do not want to go to school, let them stay at home; 
we will let them run their lives as they want. 


[Question] Incidentally, Dayan was not consistent.... 


[Ultimately, the Israeli authorities are responsible for life and order in 
Judaea and Samaria. | 


[Question] But what kind of violation of the public order is there if shops 
are closed? 


[Answer] Certainly this constitutes a violation of the public order in that 
you are punishing peace-and quiet-loving civilians in not allowing them in 
fact to conduct such a life. 


[Question] Punishing? 


[Answer] Certainly. The moment you allow violators of order, instigators and 
inciters to carry out their deeds--thus, so to speak, allowing them to baste 
in theic own gravy--and you permit fear to take hold--which is the cause for 
shops being closed and tor a strike taking place, as these people do not want 
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problems with the masses and the instigators and demonstrators--you are in 
fact punishing the civilians who cannot conduct peaceful life even though 

they are peace-lovers. You must enforce order, there is no other choice. 

This is simply a stage, which may not be all that nice, which we must pass in 
order to prove that it is conceivable that a state of affairs prevail where 

a mayor of any town, or a head of a local council or a person in charge of a 
certain municipal body--whether he is an Arab or a Jew--decides with which 
member of the administration he is prepared to converse. After all, what 
happened in al-Birah? The mayor wanted to force or dictate to the Israeli 
authorities with whom he would be prepared to talk. He would only be pre- 
pared to talk to an officer, but not to a civilian. Well, following this, 
tomorrow he may wish to dictate to us that he is only prepared to talk to this 
officer, not to another. This is inconceivable and cannot be in any organized 
country, which is why we were forced to do what we did in al-Birah. Since the 
municipality did not fulfill its job, we did what we would have done in any 
other part of Israel, in any piece of territory: Simply to establish an 
appointed municipal council, or--as in this case--let someone else conduct 

the affairs. 


Incidentally, it causes a lot more problems and confusion among the top Arab 
leadership than it does with us. We have noticed in the last few days that 
they are consulting over whether to join the resignations and are wavering 

on whether or not to resign. They decided that it may perhaps be more worth- 
while not play into our hands and to refrain from resigning, even though they 
wanted to resign. All in all, they have a lot of problems among themselves, 
not all of which are our problems. 


[Question] With your permission, I would like to touch upon another issue, 
one which nevertheless is connected to what we have discussed so far. Is it 
really so that a government that does not in all probability have a Knesset 
majority has the power or the authority to make such serious decisions like 
the one on how to react to events in the north or how to handle Judaea and 
Samaria? 


[Answer] I would still not exaggerate this matter of the majority. First, 
the government has a majority. 


[Question] The prime minister, however, takes issue with you cn this. 


[Answer] In that case, let me be more specific. This government was original- 
ly established on the basis of a majority of 61 to 59. 
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[Question] With a pledge to serve 4 and 1/2 years. 


[Answer] What do you mean by a pledge? 


promises on such things. 


There was no promise, no one makes 


[Question] Well, a declaration. 


iAnswer] There were expressions of hope. Incidentally, I count myself among 
this group which certainly expressed the hope or its confidence or beliet that 








this government will serve 4 and 1/2 years until the end of its term because 
it is homogenous, compact and apleto do this. By the say, I still think 
this is true, in spite of everything. 


The government had a narrow basis. I am not too happy with this but this is 
what happened. Following a unique situation that strains the entire Israeli 
population regardless of partisan affiliation or political belief, namely the 
Sinai withdrawal--and I repeat and recall that this is a traumatic experience 
which the Israeli population in its entirety is undergoing--it happened that 
the government's majority regarded everything that has to do with the Sinai 
dropped from 61 to 60, and here indeed this is no longer a majority. It is a 
fact that this is a draw. However, I can base myself on the repeated procla- 
mations made by Mk Rabbi Druckman that in regard to the Sinai he cannot vote 
with the government and will vote against it, adding that he is not voting to 
topple the government, nor is he voting with the alignment --certainly he is 
not voting with the communists. What does this mean? It means that when this 
bitter experience ends--and after all it will come to an end on 26 April--then 
the coalition's majority will revert to what it was: Very narrow, but still a 
majority of 61. There may even be a chance that it might be broadened, so 
thet the policy in Judaea, Samaria, the Gaza District and the Golan Heights 
will actually enjoy a majority of not only 6l--including Rabbi Druckman. In 
my opinion it has an even greater majority because after all eight alignment 
members also voted in favor of applying Israeli law to the Golan Heights, 
together with the 61 or the entire coalition. So this has an even larger 
majority than the coalition majority. 


[Question] Egypt refuses to give up on the issue of the demarcation of the 
border in the Sinai and it continues to boycott Jerusalem. Do you think this 
constitutes a deviation from Camp David? 


[Question] With your permission, I would like to pose another question on 
this subject. In fact, both countries are reaching the finish line of peace 
and the withdrawal amid a serious dispute. In your opinion, why did Israel 
have to leave the dispute at Tabah, for example, to the last moment? 


[Answer] Why do we always have this masochistic tendency to accuse ourselves? 
Why are we always to blame? And why do you ask this question? I suggest that 
we stop being masochistic. We discussed the border issue at length. By 
nature, when the time is due regardless of what the subject is--even if it 
refers to writing a Ph.D. dissertation--things are left to the last moment. 
(his is human nature; this is how the world works certainly on international 
business and political matters. The main question is: Do the issues of the 
border or, alternately, of Jerusalem constitute a deviation from tie Camp 
David agreements? Well, they constitute neither a deviation from the Camp 
Navid accords nor a violation of the peace treaty. Egypt has never recognized 
israel's sovereignty over Jerusalem, not only over the post 1967 Jerusalem 

but neither the Jerusalem of 1949. Incidentally, the United States has not 
recognized our sovereignty over Jerusalem, neither over the unified Jerusalem 
nor the unified city at various times. [As heard] As for the issue of the 
border, I do not think an example can be found of any peace treaty where there 
was no dispute--either large or small--over the demarcation of the border; 








there have always been disputes over the demarcation of border. Im this case, 
the I[sraeli-Egypt issue is no exception to the rule, but I think that it will 
be solved. It is true that Egypt is not willing to give up but it must Le 
pointed out that we are not asking Egypt to do so. We are asking Egypt not to 
demand that we give up. We have a different interpretation of the demarcation 
of a border which was drawn up twice: Once in 1906 and some time later for 

the second time. The demarcation was never done in a precise and orderly 
manner as may be done today with the help of modern, sophisticated and more 
sensitive means--hence the dispute. I hope that this dispute over the demarca- 
tion of the border will be solved. 


As tor Jerusalem, the issue is more complicated because it goes beyond the 
peace treaty between the two countries into the issue of the autonomy since 
Egypt demands that the Jerusalem of 1967 should be part of the autonomy. 


[Question] We have gone into another aspect of Jerusalem. We are now almost 
making the very talks conditional on their being held in Jerusalem, and this 
had not existed before. 


[Question] Maybe now we are the ones suspending the talks. 
[Answer] No, that is not true. 


[Question] You said yourself that Egypt has never recognized Jerusalem. 
So why is it necessary to arouse this issue of the autonomy? 


[Answer] Precisely so. Hardly any countries in the world have recognized 
[sraeli's sovereignty over Jerusalem--I emphasize, not even over the Jerusalem 
of 1949, regrettable enough. At the same time, the international community 
has become used to the fact that we are in Jerusalem, that the president, the 
Knesset, the government and the workers live and work in Jerusalem. Whoever 
wants to see us should come to Jerusalem: Ambassadors and even President 
Mitterrand. And France has not recognized our sovereignty there. Even al- 
Sadat came to see us in Jerusalem. 


[Question] Yet, after that visit he never returned, and the autonomy talks 
never took place in Jerusalem. My question was: Why insist on this point 
precisely now? 


[Answer] First of all, the political committee which convened at the Hilton 
Hotel in Jerusalem in January 1978 with the Egyptian foreign minister--true, 
before we established our embassies, a routine was set whereby the autonomy 
talks were held alternately in Tel ‘, Alexandria and Giza. However, once 
we exchanged ambassadors and debaré re supposed to begin on bilaterai re- 
lations and normalization, the Egyptians were certainly not very eager to 
come to Jerusalem. I went myslef to al-Sadat and explained to him: Mr 
President, if Egyptian ministers and officials do not come to Jerusalem you 
would be saying a priori that negotiations will not be held between Israel 
and Egypt since it would be impossible for all officials, ministers and even 
the president of the State of Israel to go and see you elsewhere. You must 
come and see us in the place where we work. This does not mean that you 
recognize our sovereignty over Jerusalem. Then, he raised that formula where- 











by they would come to Jerusalem for the talks and they would sleep in Tel 
Aviv. I replied to him: Mr President, I usually do not pay attention to 
where people spend their night. 


[Question] How so? The autonomy negotiations were never held in Jerusalem. 


[Answer] I have just said that the negotiations on the autonomy routinely 
proceeded in Tel Aviv because that is where they had begun before the ambassa- 
dors were exchanged. However, when it referred to the issues of normalization, 
to visits by ministers, they all came to Jerusalem. It is impossible for the 
Ezyptian president to come to Israel and not go to Jerusalem because he would 
thus be demanding that we approve his nonrecognition of Jerusalem. 


[Question] This is the last question. Will you strive to open the Druze 
village on the Golan Heights to journalistic coverage? 


[Answer] Certainly, I favor journalistic and free coverage anywhere. How- 
ever, it seems to me that the defense minister has already seen to it. The 
area was closed for a very short period of time. In spite of the damage that 
is frequently inflicted on Israeli public relations, I certainly think that 
when journalists can write whatever they please it indicates a healthy society. 


[Question] Thank you. We did not even mention what will happen after 26 
April. 


[Answer] It will be good. 
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BRIEFS 


PRICES GO UP--The prices of basic commodities and fuel were raised by about 8 
percent last night at midnight, by decision of Finance Minister Yoram Aridor 
in consultation with other ministers. Aridor's justification for the rise is 
said to be his desire not to increase subsidies for basic commodities nor to 
begin subsidizing fuel prices. The treasury is much encouraged by February's 
consumer price index rise of 5.7 percent, which it considers relatively moder- 
ate. Yaqir Plessner, adviser to Aridor, said last night that the treasury has 
decided on a policy of creeping rises in the prices of basic commodities, 
which will take effect monthly at a rate higher than the index and thereby re- 
duce subsidies. The Treasury and the Energy Ministry have also decided to 
raise fuel prices by an average of 7.5 percent, Plessner announced. This is 
despite a devaluation of the shekel by 12 percent since the previous price 
rise and comes to reflect the falling world price of oii in dollars. The con- 
sumer price index will rise as a result of the price increases by about two- 
thirds of 1 percent during March-April, according to Finance Ministry projec- 
tions. The Finance and Energy Ministries said yesterday that the prices of 
refined fuels went up by between 9-9.4 percent, while the cost of crude oil 
rose only from 5-6 percent. This difference is apparently due to fluctuations 
of world refinery prices, Plessner said, adding that there is no subsidy on 
fuel and no impost other than the tax determined by law. [Excerpt] [TA180636 
Jerusalem POST in English 18 Mar 82 p 1] 


BANDS ON FUNDS--The head of the Gaza Strip civilian administration, Brig Gen 
Yosef Lunz, has informed the directorate of the Gaza "Red Crescent" organiza- 
tion that he will not permit funds collected for the organization in the Arab 
countries and in the United States to reach their destination. According to a 
leading figure in the organization, the sums in question, collected for a new 
hospital as well as a new building for the organization in Gaza, amount to 
some $7 million. The "Red Crescent" organization in Gaza is considered to be 
a stronghold of PLO supporters in the Gaza Strip. Appearing in one of the 
Gaza mosques, Lunz announced that 54 family reunification requests and 10 
leniency requests have been granted. [Report by the correspondent in the 
South] [Text] [TA170944 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 17 Mar 82 p 3] 


FUNDS RAISED FOR NEWSPAPERS--The Rakah delegation touring Europe raising funds 
from party supporters toward the reopening of the publishing house were the 
Rakah Arabic-Language newspaper, AL-ITTIHAD, is being published, managed to 
raise more than $90,000 toward this end. Part of the money was collected in 











Eastern bloc countries, and some in England, France and Belgium. AL-ITTIHAD 
reported tnis yesterday on its front page, noting that the members of the dele- 
gation--Emil Habibi, the newspaper's editor-in chief; and (Samih al-Qasim), 
member of ithe editorial staff--participated in the "solidarity week" with the 
Palestinian people held in Belgium. In another issue, the newspaper said that 
the two had been the guests of the London PLO representative, (Nabil Ramlawi), 
who threw a dinner party in their honor, during which he introduced them to 
Western correspondents and men of the arts in London. The fund raiser was 
held at the University of London, chaired by a Sudanese lecturer "whose name 
is not being disclosed." Rakah sources in Nazarety have reported that the 
purpose of the tour was to set up a modern printing house and to examine the 
prospects of publishing the party newspaper on a daily basis, as currently it 
comes out twice a week. [Report by (Muhammad Halilya)] [Text] [TA170946 Tel 
Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 17 Mar 82 p 3] 


NEW TOWN LIN WEST BANK--A new town intended to be inhabited by defense establish- 
ment employees is being built now near Qarne Shomron, about 11 km east of Kefar 
Sava. It will apparently be called Alfe Menashe. The new town will be built 
for 1,800 families, but the state has been purchasing more plots of land in 

the region to allow city to expand. Alfe Menashe will be a "security town" in 
accordance with the Ministerial Committee on Settlement Affairs resolution of 

8 August 1979, which, to the best of my knowledge, has not been publicized to 
date. At the time, the Ministerial Committee decided that the settlement would 
be intended only for regular servicemen, but then Denfese Minister 'Ezer Weiz- 
man decided that civilian employees of the defense establishment would also be 
illowed to pvrchase apartments there. Thus, of the 500 apartments that will be 
built there in the first stage, 400 will be slated for regular servicemen, 

and 100 for other Defense Ministry employees. This HA'ARETZ reporter has 
learned that these days the Israel Land Administration has been purchasing more 
plots of land near Alfe Menashe to expand the future settlement, but the scope 
of the purchases has been held in confidence, as is a report on the sums of 
money involved in those purchases. [Report by economic affairs correspondent 
El'azar Levin] [Excerpts] [TA170930 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 17 Mar 82 


pp 1,2] 


RAMALLAH MILITARY COURT SENTENCES--Four terrorists managed to get into an army 
camp in the Hebron area twice and make off with large amounts of explosives, 
mines, blasting caps and even a missile. This comes out of the trial of four 
terrorists at the military court in Ramallahjm. Sentences of between 2 and / 
years were passed on the four. They said they were able to come up with large 
amounts of ammunition from the garbage dumps of army camps. [Text] [TA170735 


rc 


Jerusalem Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 17 Mar 82] 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX RISES--Salaried workers earning up to 18,500 Israeli 
shekels a month will get a 16.6 percent cost-of-living increase with their 
\pril wages, payable in May, economists in Jerusalem said yesterday. The pub- 
lication yesterday of the February consumer price index, pegged at 5.7/7 percent, 
provided the final figure necessary for calculating the C-O-L increase, which 
is based on price rises during December, January and February. The consumer 
price index rose by 14.5 percent in the first two months of the year, reflect- 
ing an annual inflation rate of 125 percent, compared to a yearly rate of '16 
percent during the final quarter of 1981. [Report by the economic correspon- 
dent] [Excerpts] [TA161352 Jerusalem POST in English 16 Mar 8&2 pp l, 2] 


~ 
~ 
~ 


Co 








7 


it ALTH COOPERATION WITH CANADA--Israel and Canada signed an agreement on 
operation in health matters last night in Ottawa. Our correspondent Eliyahu 
S3en-on notes that the agreement provides for assistance in the fields of 
medical research and administration, geriatric and psychiatric diseases and 
yroblems of drug addiction. Health Minister Eli'ezer Shostak and the director 
zeneral of the Health Ministry, Dr Barukh Modan, are currently paying an 
otficial visit in Canada as guests of the Canadian health minister [Text] 
| (A230550 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1000 GMT 17 Mar 82] 

.BRUARY FOREIGN CURRENCY--According to the Bank of Israel, foreign currency 
reserves dropped by $21 million and amounted to a total of $2,680 million in 
February. The tlow caused by governmental activity in February totalled 920 
1illion shekels and from the beginning of the budgetary year it was 16.9 
illion shekels. [Text] [TA230550 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 15 Mar 82 p 1] 


re 


-ROJECT CANCELED BY HIGH COST--Israel has iost large sums of money, nearly $30 

illion, because it was forced to terminate development work on an advanced 
electronics system and cancel a deal it had with a U.S. firm. This is the 
largest financial loss ever borne by the defense establishment as a result of 
the cancellation of a development and procurement deal overseas. Experts have 
said that some of the money that will go down the drain could conceivably be 
saved if the development project continues in Israel and it receives the re- 
search information and data the U.S. company has so far complied. Not many 
details could be gathered on this system, but it is apparently a modern sophis- 
ticated communications system. The decision to go ahead and manufacture this 
System was made after the Yom Kippur war and following various inquiries and 
tests in Israel the defense establishment contracted U.S. specialists. One of 
the U.S. companies that dealt with such a project was UNIVAC. In the course 
ot the development work it transpired that the outlays are high and the U.S. 

mpany submitted requests for even greater expenses which Israel viewed as a 
bit overinflated. Finally, aiter deliberations with various experts from 
israel, it was decided to stop the development work and call off the deal 
despite the heavy expenditure estimated at approximately $30 million so far. 
‘The belief is that continued development of the project would have encumbered 
[srael with even greater expences and brought upon it even greater damage. 
Report by military correspondent Ze'ev Schiff} [Text] [TA220924 Tel Avi 
\RETZ in Hebrew 22 Mar 82 p 1] 


[ITISH DI@LOMAT ACCUSED--Israel stayed totaliy silent over the weekend regard- 


ing the arrest and arraignment in London of a Britisn diplomat at the UK Embassy 
on charges of passing information to an Egyptian diplomat in Tei Aviv. 

officials in Jerusalem insist they have "nothing to say at this stage’’--either 
regarding 29-year-old Rhona Ritchie, the British diplomat, or Rif'at Ansar 

her alleged Egyptian contact. The officials would not say whether Israel 

known of the case in advance of Ritchie's arraignment, or whether Israe 

made any complaints of its own about her to the British. [Report t 

lomatic correspondent and press agencies] [Excerpt] [TA210806 Jerusaler 


!'ERUSALEM POST in English 21 Mar 82 p 1] 
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LEBANON 


CARTOON ON COUNTRY'S VIOLENCE 


Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 263, 6 Mar 82 p 3 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


LIBYAN NAVAL BASE--A Turkish firm has contracted to build the filling tanks 
and the fuel supply lines as well as the fire extinguishing system of the 
naval base planned for construction at Tripoli. According to the contract 
drawn up, Genta Industrial Installations Corp., affiliated with Isiklar 
Holding Co., will prepare tte projects for the filling tanks, fuel supply 
lines and fire extinguishing system for the naval base, which will house 
1,C90 personnel and will accomodate all types of warships, from landing 
craft to frigates. Genta Industrial Installations Corp., will produce the 
necessary materials and then will assembly the facilities. [Text] [Istanbul 
GUNAYDIN in Turkish 13 Mar 82 p 6] 


CSO: 4654/233 
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MAURITANTA 


MOTIVES FOR POLYGAMY, DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS EXAMINED 


Nouakchott CHAAB in French 15 Feb 82 p 3 
[Article by Mrs Djigo nee sow Houleye: "Polygamy Only Benefits Men"] 


[Text] Since the institution of private property and the triumph of the patriar- 
chal family, conjugal bonds have definitely changed in form, essence and mode of 
operation, 


Polygamy, an extreme structure of private property and the patriarchal family, with 
men as the supreme head and sole decision maker, is going to overturn the basic 
elements of the old societies within which women played an important and preponder- 
ant, if not dominant, role. 


Even if conjugal relations do allow women a certain amount of freedom, they never- 
theless exclude them from the area of major decisions. 


Well before the establishment of modern societies, with industrialization as their 
characteristic feature, polygamy existed in a certain form. It was mainly prac- 
ticed by the nobility and certain wealthy classes of society. 


Kings, princes and noblemen at the time furnished their palatial palaces and resi- 
dences with sumptuous wives in order to show off their power, display their fabu- 
lous wealth and -- who knows -- satisfy certain perverse needs which their high 
and noble rank and wealth cleverly concealed. Nevertheless, this class satisfies 
a fundamental condition: the existence of the material condition of their wives. 
The fact that one wife was favored over the others was very common. 


At the time, this favoritism was legitimized by the sole criterion of esteem, a 
criterion that has been preserved and even consolidated over the ages and which 
causes the unhappiness of certain polygamous families today. 


In certain societies today, particularly the Muslim societies, a citizen may, 

if his means allow him to do so, naturally, and above all, if he can respect to the 
letters the rules of Islam, practice polygamy, thereby following very rigorously 
the example set by the Prophet Muhammad, 


He must also provide for the wives and ensure perfect equality of their rights. 
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Only very few husbands are sincerely concerned about these principles of Islam and 


very often, one of the wives is favored and therefore enjoys all the favors and 
attention of the husband, 


Abdoulaye was a model husband and father who took very good care of his wife and 
four children and who saw that they lacked nothing. However, 19 years of matrimony 
were beginning to weigh on him and he was extremely bored, finding his life too 
dull, even sad. But since we are a Muslim society, far from being tolerated, 
extramarital relations are quite simply not allowed. Consequently, in order to 
legalize his relations in the eyes of Islam and society, Abdoulaye decided to take 
a second wife. This did not fail to cause a problem with the mother of his 
children, whom he finally convinced through negotiations and especially, material 
and financial advantages. One must add that she yielded with great bitterness, 

but to whom could she complain? Moreover, is it not a right given to the man by 
our Muslim society? But what she feared more than anything else was being re- 
placed by a much younger wife, to whom her husband would give all his attention 
and monetary favors. These fears were confirmed two months after Abdoulaye became 
a volygamist. 


His absences grew longer, sometimes lasting over a week. He always used business 
trips abroad or to the interior as an excuse. The first wife often went without 
eating or sold some of her jewels in order to provide for her children. Abdoulaye 
excused his financial failings by the fact that he had an IGR [General Income Tax/ 
to pay, that his salary had been cut in half because he had had a falling-out with 
his department head. 


These excuses caused the first wife Fatimata to grow more firmly convinced every 
day that she was being abandoned for the second wife. Then the period of an 
atrocious nightmare began. 


It was a period of humiliation and anguish, humiliation because she could no longer 
hold her head up in her neighborhood and anguish because she did not know what the 
future would bring. 


It was a bitter future that came very quickly, a future made of victimization, 
deprivation and vexation which led quite simply to an outright divorce. 


It must be said that nowadays, polygamy does not fail to cause the disputes and 
strong tensions that we see in many homes, an atmosphere that makes the conjugal 
tirades and infidelities of the abandoned wife possible. 


She is a wife who is replaced by another much younger woman and who is faced with 
the highly sectarian attitude of her husband saddled with the obligation of living 
and providing for the children. How many wives experiencing polygamy have com- 
plained of the injustice of a consciously negligent husband, negligent in fully 
satisfying one of his wives who gives him complete satisfaction? 


This is why many women say that for many men, polygamy is only a way of legalizing 
needs that are perverse vis-a-vis religion and society. For the abandoned woman, 
it is a contract that the man makes with society in order to give a legitimate 
framework to his needs that he dares not satisfy out of fear of religious, moral 
and social repression. 
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For them, the man scoffs at the recommendations of religion, the standards of 
morals and statutes of society in order to take greater advantage of women and 
without great risk. Women wi:ch such practices have made rebellious turn to the 
extreme revolt: adultery, adultery that is rightly punished by society, whatever 
the attenuating circumstances. "No one cares about the reason for the fact; only 
the act of adultery counts," says Aissata F., a women living under polygamy. "It 
is judged separately and punished, without appeal," she concludes. 


Our society owes itself, at a time when polygamy is very common, to oversee its 
practice. Since our religion authorizes polygamy, we must see that it is practiced 
according to the standards and precepts of our religion. A family code based on 
Islam and which would take modern times into account could regulate the way in 
which the monogamous or polygamous family would function. 


Polygamy must not be a mere social contract used to legitimize unavowable appetites 
in the eyes of society and religion. 


11,464 
cso: 4519/141 
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MOROCCO 


MOROCCO-CANADA ECONOMIC COOPERATION OUTLINED 
Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE in French 19 Feb 82 pp 5, 14 


[Text] Following the first meeting of the Moroccan-Canadian joint commission in 
Rabat, Minister of Foreign Relations Pierre De Bane, who headed the Canadian dele- 
gation, defined what he understood by "strengthened and broadened cooperation" 
between the two countries. 


"Now that the framework is set up and the goal expressed," he said, "it is our 

duty to carry out the orientations we set forth. In order to do so, we have 
designed new instruments of action that we believe better fit the needs and level 
of development of Morocco. This strengthened and broadened cooperation, to which 
we aspire and whose objectives we have shared with the minister of foreign affairs, 
is articulated around two poles: economic cooperation and human cooperation. In 
turn, these two poles are based on four instruments aimed at giving them form and 
substances, 


"For economic cooperation, these are instruments of parallel credit and of indus- 
trial cooperation. Regarding human cooperation, these are programs of technical 
ccoperation and institutional cooperation. 


"Because it is precisely the task of a joint commission to handle technical con- 
siderations, I shall mention certain details relating to the significance, terms 
and packages planned for each of these programs." 


Parallel Credits 


"While the first tool available to us can facilitate an intensification of trade, 
that is not its fundamental objective. In fact, the instrument of parallel credits, 
which provides for an amalgamation of public credits with supplier credits, is 

aimed at supporting development projects by providing for financing at a preferen- 
tial rate. In terms of its own priorities, it is Morocco's responsibility to 
determine which of its projects are to receive these special financing conditions. 

In terms of the identity of each of the Canadian backers, the credits will have a 
distinct period of validity depending on whether it is a matter of supplier's credits 
from the SEE [Service for Economic Expansion/ a public credits from the Canadian Inter- 
national Development Association. In the altter case, the sums available for 
financing will be available on a basis of 5 years with the possibility of an annual 
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adjustment of that 5-year planning. In the case of the SEE, the sums provided 
will be the object of new annual provisions, considering the degree of utiliza- 
tion and prevalent conditions at the time of renewal of the offer. Projects sub- 
mitted must naturally receive the approval of these two organizations before being 
eligible for the joint financing." 





Industrial Cooperation 


"The promotion of our relations can naturally not be limited to increased trade, 
naturally, but must also be rooted in the investment area in order to promote 

most lasting bonds. Encouragement to the Canadian private sector to identify and 
launch projects of co-participation responds to this objective, while making it 
possible to generate a financial flow adding to the public credits granted. it 

is precisely the objective of the industrial cooperation program of the Canadian 
International Development Agenc: to promote the establishment of joint enterprises, 
by permitting the identification of potential partners and by subsidizing feasi- 
bility studies, Last year, this program enjoyed resounding success in Morocco 

by identifying an initial 100 projects, 50 of which were chosen for promotion in 
Canada. Two delegations of businessmen backed by the Canadian International Devel- 
opment Agency resulted and already, eight companies are pursting more detailed 
studies of the business opportunities identified. Moreover, a guide to investments 
in Morocco was published under the aegis of the program and was launched during 

the visit of Minister Boucetta. Beyond the viability studies, the industrial 
cooperation program provides an implication in the very phase of starting up pro- 
jects by establishing a line of credit aimed at financially supporting the estab- 
lishment of Canadian-Moroccan enterprise." 


Human Cooperation 


"Mr Minister, this broadening of our relations that we are seeking inevitably 
means the establishment of human relations, which alone can guarantee the depth 
and longevity of our cooperation. Therefore, we wish to make that human coopera- 
tion one of the bases of our future relations and encourage it, through technical 
cooperation, first of all, by promoting the coming of Moroccan students to Canada 
and then by permitting the sending of experts to your country, while welcoming 
trainees who will come to complete their training. Already, the first phase of 
that project has taken shape and it is a great pleasure for me to confirm the 
commitment made before Minister Boucetta to proceed, during the work of this 
committee, to engage in negotiations leading to the signing of a protocol of 
agreement relating to the shared scholarship program. As for the ‘experts and 
trainees" phases, our work will enable us to define parameters in order to conclude 
a framework agreement governing them as soon as possible." 


Institutional Cooperation 


"Beyond the traditional forms of technical assistance, we need more elaborate 
forms of cooperation leading to increased 'spinoff"' effects because of the decen- 
tralization they imply. We are referring here to the program of cooperation be- 
tween institutions, aimed at responding to proposed cooperation between education 
and cooperative organizations, professional associations and other Canadian and 
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Moroccan institutions. We believe that this institutional cooperation constitutes 
an ideal vehicle for taking over certain so-called ‘traditional’ projects through 
a formula promoting the autonomy of participants. 


"In this formula and in the other instruments which I have just described, the 


implication of partners and the sharing of the management effort must underly this 
new phase of cooperation which this commission will enable us to launch on an 


official basis. It is also the commission's task to tackle the establishment of 
these new mechanisms and make them operational as soon as possible." 


11,464 
cso: 4519/141 
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OMAN 


BRIEFS 


OFFICIAL RECEIVES FRENCH CAPTAIN--His Highness Fahr ibn Taymur, deputy prime 
minister for security and defense affairs, received in his office today 

Navy Commodore (Siri), captian of the French destroyer Kersaint, which is 
currently visiting Oman. Brig Gen Hasan Ihsan Nasib, Defense Ministry under 
secretary and assistant chief of staff; air pilot Col Mallallah Rustum 
al-Sadiqi, personal assistant to His Highness Fahr ibn Taymur for military 
affairs; the French ambassador to Oman, anc the French military delegation 
accompanying the destroyer captain attended. The deputy prime minister for 
security and defense affairs and the captain exchanged gifts. This afternoon 
Fahr ibn Taymur paid a friendly visit to the French destroyer, which is 
anchored in the port of Qabus, in return for the visit by the destroyer 
captain. The captain and officers received his highness and a guard of 
honor greeted him. His highness toured the destroyer. Brig Gen Hasan 

Ihsan Nasib paid a similar visit to the French destroyer this afternoon. 
[Text] [GF241409 Muscat Domestic Service in Arabic 1300 GMT 24 Mar 82] 


FISHERIES TALKS WITH PORTUGUESE--Talks were concluded today between Omani 
Agriculture and Fisheries Ministry representative and a Portuguese Fisheries 
Ministry delegation. The two sides agreed to develop bilateral relations 

and exchange experience in the field of fisheries. [GF181429 Muscat Domestic 
Service in Arabic 1300 GMT 18 Mar 82] 


CSO: 4400/183 
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PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


PFLO RADIO ASSAILS QABUS' LINKS WITH UK, U.S. 
EA191638 Aden Voice of PFLO in Arabic 1545 GMT 17 Mar 8z 
{Station commentary ] 


[Text] Dear compatriots, brother listeners everywhere: The agent Qabus is 
currently paying a visit to Britain that will last 4 days during which he 
will hold several rounds of talks with British Government officials. 


Official British sources have stated that Qabus’' talks in London will focus 
on a number of important matters headed by military, economic and cultural 
cooperation between Britain and the Sultanate of Oman. If cooperation in 
all these spheres has existed for d :ades because of Britain's favored 
position and status in our country, then the matter is not more than the 
intensification of the strong ties with this colonialist state against whose 
military presence and economic exploitation our people staged their numerous 
revolutions. 


These two spheres formed the basis of Britain's colonialist policy throughout 
the past decades, particularly in the Omani arena. Oman was also shackled 
by numerous treaties with Britain, mostly treaties of dependence which were 
signed by the rulers of the Al Bu Said Dynasty from the end of the 18th 
century to the present. 


During his current visit, which has been given official status this time, 
Qabus will sign similar agreements which this time will extend to embrace 
the cultural aspect. The expressions uttered by the British queen during 
the dinner banquet which she gave in honor of their long-standing agent 
prove that Britain is still enticed by the dream of restoring its past 
glories in Oman and the Gulf region. The gift which the queen presented 
to Qabus during the said dinner banquet and which consists of a silver 
inkwell, is aimed at reminding Qabus that the UK with which the previous 
treaties and agreements between Britain and the past and present rulers of 
Oman were written still exists as valid between the parties, and that Britain 
is prepared to conclude other agreements and treaties with the existing 
regime in Muscat so long as its interests so require. 


Nothing is more cogent proof of the firm relations between Britain and the 


Sultanate of Oman than the presence of a British personality at the head 
of the command of the Royal Army in Muscat. He is the chief of staff of this 
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army, Sir Timothy Creasey, who was appointed to this important post in the 
Sultanate last year. The remaining military services of Qabus' regime such 
as the Omani naval, air and land forces are also commanded by British officers. 


The economic sector, on its production and service sides, are supervised by 
British officers in management and direction. Trade exchanges between 
Britain and the agent regime in Muscat have thus reached the proportion of 
60 percent of Oman's foreign trade in Britain's favor. At present when the 
agent regime is contemplating opening the University of Oman the current 
tendency is to link it with one of the British universities with regard to 
curricula, supervision and equality of certificates. 


That is, Britain will be everything in Oman. It is wrivaled in all these 
vital spheres except by America which has obtained strong footholds in the 
Omani arena. The British foreign minister did not hide this point when he 
stated that what the two states, that is Britain and America, are doing serves 
one ultimate objective, namely the interest of the imperialist circles at 

the expense of the interests of the Omani masses. 


Thus, brothers, the UK retains a considerable number of warships in the Gulf 
of Oman. No matter how much the colonialist states try to hide their 
intentions and ambitions, no matter what words they utter in this or that 
aspect, their view stems from an imperialist mentality which is represented 
by the desire to tighten control over the Oman and Arabian Gulf region. 


Qabus' visit to Britain is nothing other than a preparation for increased 
imperialist penetration into our country. 


The KUWAIT TIMES described Britain's intention of sending warships to the 
Muscat agent regime to anchor in the Gulf of Oman in addition to previous 
ships as an act that reflects the mentality of a colonialist power which 
believes it can act as it likes in the Gulf region. The newspaper said 

in its comment on the statements of the British foreign minister that the 
Gulf states should not allow such ships to be sent, adding that the peoples 
of the Gulf region are indignant at this method of imperialist intrusion into 
the affairs of their countries. Our people want to be rid of the presence of 
the imperialist military forces in their territories. 


The enhanced British imperialist military presence in the waters of the 
Gulf of Oman is the first result of the visit of the agent Qabus to Britain. 


CSO: 4400/183 
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PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


VOICE OF PFLO WANTS TO ‘EXERCISE RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENSE’ 
LD252154 Aden Voice of PFLO in Arabic 1545 GMT 25 Mar 82 
[Station commentary ] 


[Text] Listeners everywhere: We and our people with us do not fear the 

Rapid Deployment F rces of America or those of local reaction. This fact 

is derived from our experience and the experiences of other peoples. There 
were 30,000 soldiers of the shah's troops on o::r Omani land and an almost 
equivalent number of King Husayn's and Britain's troops and Qabus' mercenaries 
equipped with the latest machines of war and destruction. We did not fear 
them. Our people valiantly resisted and we won great military victories. 


Despite military setbacks the revolution has survived in quantity and quality. 
It is growing and strengthening. Petrodollars, the Pentagon's experts or 

any type of intervention forces cannot fefeat these people. The reactionary 
rulers in the region and other (?tools) should study well the history of the 
Omani people. They are the most ancient and the most exalted people in all 
that is glorious in the history of this region. 


We do not threaten, but most certainly we want to exercise the legitimate 
right of self-defense. We will exercise this right in any way wherever we 
are compelled to exercise it, for after this step by the rulers of the region 
there is no longer any area that is forbidden to us nor any means of self- 
defense prohibited. 


Let the local reactionaries and others know, as Qabus knows well, that the 
Omani revolution has not and will not be the sacrificial ram whose meat they 
want to relish on the table of their British-American cooperation council. 
Indeed they should expect the opposite. If we do not allow ourselves to be 
the sacrificial ram, so also we will not allow the remaining groups of the 
nationalist and democratic movement in this region or in any of the countries 
of this council to be offered up as the feast for, as we said, henceforth we 
will not forbid what we forbade ourselves yesterday and [word indistinct]. 


CSO: 4400/183 
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PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


PEACE COUNCIL CONDEMNS PROPOSED SIDRA MANEUVERS 
LD191716 Aden ANA in Arabic 1400 GMT 19 Mar 82 


[Text] Aden, 19 Mar (ANA)--Tye Yemeni Council for Peace and Solidarity has 
condemned the naval military maneuver which the United States intends to 
carry out in the Gulf of Sidra within the Mediterranean territorial waters 
of the Libyan Jamahiriyah. It considers these aggressive maneuvers further 
confirmation of the determination of the U.S. administration under Reagan's 
leadership to interfere in the internal affairs of the Jamahiriyah and a 
reckless attempt to intimidate its people in order to divert them from the 
path of liberation and independent development. 





This has come in a press statement published by the council today. It 
underlines the all-embracing aggressive terrorist nature of the U.S. 
imperialist aggressive policy in many countries of the world in: cooperation 
with the reactionary forces in order to impose its hegemony over the peoples 
and to harm their independence. 


The council in the statement appeals to all peace forces and to the peace- 
loving peoples to mass their resources and potentials to face the new Nazi 
danger represented in the military aggressive policy of Reagan's administra- 
tion. 


It stresses its complete solidarity with the steadfastness of the Libyan 


people and all the other people which are facing the dangers of the activities 
of the U.S. imperialist aggression. 


CSO: 4400/183 
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PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


BRIEFS 


FOREIGN MINISTER TO ETHIOPIA--Brother Salim Salih Muhammad, member vf the 
Central Committee and foreign minister, left for Addis Ababa at noon today 
on a short visit to the Socialist Republic of Ethiopia. The Aden News 
Agency has learnt that Brother Salim Salih Muhammad is carrying a message 
from Brother ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, secretary general of the Central Committee 
and chairman of the Supreme People's Council Presidium and of the Council 
of Ministers, to Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam, chairman of the commission 
for organizing the party of the workers of Ethiopia and of the Provisional 
Military Administrative Council and commander in chief of the armed forces 
in the Socialist Republic of Ethiopia, concerning conditions in the region 
and the latest developments. This visit also comes within the framework of 
relations of cooperation binding the two friendly countries and continuing 
coordination between them at all levels. [Text] [LD260050 Aden Domestic 
Service in Arabic 1230 GMT 25 Mar 82] 


SOVIET ENVOY RECEIVED--Brother Salim Salih Muhammad, member of the Central 
Committee and foreign minister, received in his office this morning Comrade 
Felix Fedotov, USSR ambassador to Aden. The Aden News Agency reports that 
during the meeting they reviewed the latest developments in the region and 
the nature of the conspiracies being hatched against the PDRY which are 
aimed at threatening its security, stability and sovereignty. The meeting 
was held within the framework of the commitments undertaken by the two 
friendly countries under the provisions of the Friendship and Cooperation 
Treaty which binds them and governos coordination and consultation in various 
circumstances and in all fields. Views were also exchanged on developing and 
strengthening the bilateral relations between Democratic Yemen and the Soviet 
Union. [Text] [EA251634 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1230 GMT 25 Mar 82] 


AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AGREEMENT WITH USSR--A protocol for joint PDRY-USSR 
cooperation in the maintenance of machines and the hiring of agricultural 
equipment, the development and impiementation of agricultural machinization 
and the maintenance of technical workshops, was signed this moming. The 
agreement includes the training of Yemeni cadres in Soviet institutes in 
addition to entrusting Soviet experts and Yemeni specialists in the agricul- 
tural field with the preparation of measures aimed at developing the central 
workshop of the Agriculture Ministry and operating it efficiently in order 
to develop and expand the technical expertise between the Yemeni and Soviet 
sides in this field. Brother Muhammad Awad Baamir, deputy minister of 





103 





agriculture and agrarian reform for administrative and irrigation affairs, 
signed the protocol, on behalf of the Yemeni side and Comrade [name indis- 
tinct], deputy chairman of the state committee for machines [as heard] in 
the Soviet Union, who is currently visiting our country, signed on behalf of 
the Soviet side. [Text] [EA252200 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1230 GMT 
25 Mar 82] 


PROTOCOL WITH USSR JOURNALISTS—-The Democratic Yemen Journalists Organization 
[DYJO] and the USSR Union of Journalists have agreed on the exchange of 
professional experience and familiarization visits between them during 

1982 and 1983. The two organizations also agreed, in accordance with the 
implementation protocol signed yesterday in Moscow, on the holding of small 
but intensive training courses for Yemeni journalists in Soviet institutes 
and colleges and on providing them with facilities for recreation, rest and 
medical treatment. The protocol covers the exchange of information and the 
participation of the DYJO in international activities organized by the USSR 
Union of Journalists. The protocol was signed on behalf of the Yemeni side 
by Brother Mahbub ‘Ali, member of the DYJO General Secretariat, and on behalf 
of the Soviet side by Comrade (Yefim Kemko), deputy chairman of the USSR 
Union of Journalists. The DYJO delegation participated in the proceedings 

of the fifth USSR Union of Journalists conference, which ended last week in 
Moscow. [Text] [EA162326 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1630 GMT 16 Mar 82] 
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QATAR 


BRIEFS 


"ARAFAT MESSAGE TO AMIR--Doha, 23 Mar (WAKH)--The amir of Qatar, His Highness 
Shaykh Khalifah ibn Hamad Al Thani, today received a written message from 
PLO Executive Committee Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat. It was reported that the 
message deals with the upheaval by the Palestinian peop’¢ in the occupied 
territories in addition to the Zionist entity's terrorism and aggression 
which they face. The message was conveyed by PLO representative in Qatar 
Yasin al-Sharif during a meeting with the amir today. [Text] [GF231300 
Manama WAKH in Arabic 1200 GMT 23 Mar 82] 





TURKISH MILITARY DELEGATION--His Highness Shaykh Hamad ibn Khalifah Al Thani, 
Qatari heir apparent and defense minister, today received the Turkish military 
delegation led by Brig Gen Ali Tukiz. The meeting was attended by Brig Gen 
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdallah al-'Atiyyah, deputy commander in chief of the Qatari 
armed forces, and a number of senior Qatari military officials. Bilateral 
relations and means of bolstering military cooperation between the two 
countries were discussed during the meeting. The 1l-member Turkish delega- 
tion arrived in Doha on 19 March on a 4-day official visit. [Text] [GF211411 
Doha QNA in Arabic 1225 GMT 21 Mar 82] 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


U.S. MANEUVERS IN GULF OF SIDRA CRITICIZED 
PM250939 Riyadh AL-JAZIRAH in Arabic 19 Mar 82 p 3 
[Editorial: "Aspirations of Libya's Problem Colonel"] 


[Excerpts] As is customary of him in his love for death and destruction, 

Mu' ammar al-Qadhdhafi, Libya's problem colonel, has brought to the world 

the "glad tidings" of a third world war. Recently he told Washington that the 
military maneuvers the 6th fleet will carry out in the Gulf of Sidra will 

lead to a third world war for which Washington will be responsible. 


Since he assumed power in Libya al-Qadhdhafi has sought to stir up unrest 

and disturbances and sow sedition in various parts of the world in order to 
achieve his cherished hope, namely to start a third world war which he hopes 
will destroy the United States, the Western world, and the Islamic world-- 
the bitter enemy of international communism. He also hopes that the Soviet 
Union will be spared the calamities of such a war so that it will rule the 
world in accordance with communism's atheist theory and he will rule the Arab 
world, the African world and the Islamic world on benalf of the Soviet Union. 


On the basis of the religious principles that govern our human and political 
ethics we absolutely reject the carrying out of military maneuvers, regard- 
less of their size and purpose, by any country--especially if this country is 
a superpower like the United States--outside its national boundaries or even 
in the territory of another country allied with it or in international 
waters. This is because we have demanded and we still demand that inter- 
national zones and particularly international waters must remain free of 
military dangers and permanently demilitarized. 


For this reason we do not approve of the U.S. 6th fleet carrying out 
maneuvers in the Gulf of Sidra regardless of whether it constitutes inter- 
national waters, according to Washington's views, or Libyan territorial 
waters, according to Libya's view. 


Libya is not necessarily Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi and his regime. Libyan land 
is Arab Libya; it is the Libya of the Arab people. Whatever the behavior 

of “Libya's problem Colonel al-Qadhdhafi" we are with the Libyan land and 
Liby= of the Arab people because it is an integral part of the Arab homeland 
and the Arab people. 
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A superpower like the United States should not blame the actions of "Libya's 
problem colonel" on the Libyan people, who suffer from coercion, repression 
anc humiliation by al-Qadhdhafi, his regime and the advisers of his regime-- 
the agents of international communism. The United States should not blame 
such actions on the Libyan people, who need support from the entire world 
community for their national struggle against al-Qadhdhafi and his regime 

so as to liberate themselves and their will from his hold. 


Libya's Colonel Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi has proved without any doubt that he 
is war-crazy and seeks to kindle the flames of war in any part of the world. 
He loves killing, destruction, sabotage and the sowing of sedition. He 
fosters such actions and plans for them so that they will lead to problems, 
unrest and disturbances and so that fighting will tum into civil war, 
regional war or even a world war. Even Libya, which he rules and to which 
he claims to belong, does not hesitate to turn its national territory and 
waters into a field for war both in the region and throughout the world. 


This is proved by his astonishing response to the U.S. 6th fleet maneuvers 
in the Gulf of Sidra saying that it will lead to a third world war and that 
Libya must be prepared to confront a superpower. 


The Libyan colonel could have chosen one of scores of rational and objective 
responses which would be acceptable to the world community. He could have 
embarrassed the United States by resorting to the world organization bodies 
such as the Security Council and the General Assembly or to regional organi- 
zations such as the Arab League or others in order to bring pressure to bear 
on the United States to reconsider its decision to hold major military 
maneuvers off the Libyan coast. But it appears that "Libya's problem 
colonel" Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi, exactly like Israel, feels that he is 
internationally isolated, and therefore the international bodies whose 
adjudication he could seek are hostile to him just as they are hostile to 
Israel. 


CSO: 4400/183 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


FOREIGN POLICY STAND DEFINED 
GF180945 Al-Dammam AL-YAWM in Arabic 16 Mar 82 pp 1, 6 
[Editorial: "The Practical Response!"] 


[Text] A practicil response to any calumination regarding basic and fatal 
issues in particular can be achieved only through a practical refutation 
based on a pragmatic and decisive method. 


Arab and Islamic issues, whc3e roots and origins are well known and whose 
geographic structure and ethical dimensions are well defined, have acquired 
strength and distinction through long international dealings with these 
issues in their positive and negative aspects and in their long history of 
give and take. (To those who believe the cause is just), the occasion of 
celebrating partial victory is a step toward complete victory, or less 
optimistically, to the time when all negative aspects of Arab action are 
eliminated. 


Here in Riyadh, the Arab and Islamic action has ethical dimensions. Diplo- 
macy (with God's help) could rule out and eliminate all elements of black- 
mail and vituperation while initially dealing with and working for the 

cause on all fronts and in all directions, which would positively affect the 
cause and achieve a new triumph on the road to victory. 


Thus, Riyadh knows that to bridge the gap between friends and to have 
international friendship which would enhance the positive ethical aspects 

of Arab and Islamic action, constitute an act that will uphold principles and 
morality and will evoke the human conscience, which Riyadh believes will one 
day understand all of the dimensions of the cause, will influence hostile 
camps and will eventually pressure or coerce the hostile superpowers to 
uphold righteousness and to feel ashamed of their past practices against 
peoples whose rights have been usurped. 


Therefore, the bridges that Riyadh is striving to strengthen and bolster 
between the Arab and African peoples through meetings among brothers, and the 
happy occasions during which Saudi leaders meet with the Muslim African 
peoples' leaders are in fact bridges for the sake of the cause with all of 
its dimensions. 
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Any meeting among leaders within this framework would actually be a step 
toward unity of the common goal. It would be a meeting based on moral and 
basic concurrence, which is Riyadh's policy that it will not abandon. 
Rather, Riyadh bolsters and strengthens this policy through all of its 
tremendous material and human resources. 


Hence, any clamor or calumination against this policy is in fact an act aimed 
at destroying this structure and is endeavoring in vain to thwart efforts 
that believe in just rights and the inevitability of victory. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


PAPER HITS ‘TERRORIST RULER' AL-QADHDHAFI 
PM151425 Riyadh AL-JAZIRAH in Arabic 6 Mar 82 p 3 
[Editorial: "He Is Now Bleeding"] 


[Excerpts] Al-Qadhdhafi believes strongly in the principles of "international 
communist terror" that serves the objectives of communism in the noncommuist 
countries. For this reason he has devoted all Libya's financial and economic 
resources to serving the objectives of his belief and his mission. He has 
exploited all the resources that international communism has put at his 
disposal in order to safeguard his own rule and to ensure that he remains in 
power, as well as to ensure that his orders are obeyed. 


In no time al-Qadhdhafi has become the most notorious terrorist ruler; he 

has become the enemy of security, peace, stability, justice, freedom and even 
man's right to live. He has become the enemy of the UN Charter and inter- 
national law. He has also become the “awaited messiah" of the forces of 
evil, world criminals and those wanted by justice, who in common with the 
international communists seek to destroy the security, peace and stability 

of human communities, undermine heavenly religious beliefs, fight such 
beliefs and resist their power and their guidance using all immoral means 

or bloody terror. 


Evil forces and the force? of international terror have rallied around him 

so that through him they can embezzle the Libyan people's funds in the guise 

of aid and assistance in order to purchase arms for this or that group. 

He pays from the Libyan people's funds for the purchase of the large quantities 
of arms he buys from the communist countries, headed by the Soviet Union. 

Those countries have thus found a market to dispose of the stockpiles of 
unwanted arms in their depots; they could find no market in the world other 
than Libya. He has emptied the Libyan people's coffers to the point that he 

is now looking for loans, despite the fact that he rules an oil-rich country 
like Libya. 


Libya's Colonel Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi has now begun to bleed internally. 
Yes, he has begun to bleed as he is now paying his long bill for crime, for 


the criminals and terror through which hundreds and even thousands of those 
he chased and persecuted have perished. He is paying the bill for squandering 
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the Libyan people's right to prosperity, well-being and progress. He has 
squandered these rights and now he is trying to put the blame on others: 

he is trying to blame it on the present glut on the world oil market. He 
looks at this glut from the standpoint of his own tragedy and suffering and 
tries to blame it for his internal and external difficulties. 


He cannot see this oil glut on the international market as a mercy for the 
Third World countries, whose dire and increasing needs for the energy that is 
necessary for life and for the economy are exhausting and burdening their 
economies. 


He has a long bill to pay. He will continue to bleed internally as a price 
for settling this long bill. 


He will find that he ends up alone, deserted by all those who exhausted the 
Libyan people's treasury, those who deceived him and crowned him king and 
leader of terror and terrorists and a prophet of the infidels, the atheists 
and those who are lost in life as he is. 


God indeed grants time but is inexorable. 


CSO: 4400/183 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


EDITORIAL ASSAILS AL-QADHDHAFI 
GF131520 Al-Dammam AL-YAWM in Arabic 11 Mar 82 p 1 
(Editorial: "Al-Qadhdhafi Should Shut Up"'] 


[Text} An outcry should ring out now demanding the demise of certain strange 
trends in the Arab political arena. 


So long as everyone agrees on the delicacy and seriousness of the current 
phase on all levels and the connection between hostile military indicators 
and the phase's political signs that are obvious to all, and so long as enemy 
camps have begun to say publicly what they will do tomorrow without any shame 
or fear of anyone, the logic of tolerance is of no avail in regard to the 
byproducts of the arrogance of a ruler who incarnates the logic of the sick 
in all of his actions. These byproducts, which foment hatred, have negated 
the Arab action which since the Fes summit has embarked on a search for 
defects in the Arab body in order to remedy them promptly. 


Al-Qadhdhafi, who represents this strange trend in the Arab solidarity move- 
ment, is where the decisive treatment should begin. 


It has become very urgent that we give up the habit of rocking babies to shut 
them up. We should admit that the habit of crying does not fit the current 
phase. Al-Qadhdhafi will not give up a chronic habit without first receiving 
a blow--a powerful blow that will wake him up from his nightmare. 


The matter does not concern the kingdom alone because al-Qadhdhafi's verbal, 
military and spy abuses affect the whole Arab body, East and West, starting 
with Sudan, Chad, Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia. Al-Qadhdhafi's abuse covers 
all happy Arab cccasions which he has volunteered to change into Arab 
funerals by pointing his finger at one of his camps spread all over the Arab 
world. 


Al-Qadhdhafi has proved that gradual treatment is not effective. We should 
try to finish the matter and shut him up. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


FINANCE MINISTER STRESSES ‘SAUDIZATION' 
GF190544 Riyadh Domestic Television Service in Arabic 1830 GMT 18 Mar 82 


[Text] Shaykh Muhammad Aba al-Khayl, Saudi finance and national economy 
minister, stressed the need for adopting the slogan of Saudization in all 
fields to reach the ultimate goal of the state: Saudization of all aspects 
of the national economy and supporting and training Saudi employees to 
enable them to cbt.in the more important and higher paying jobs. The aim is 
to put them in the key jobs so that foreign employees wil? be used for the 
less important jobs. 


In a statement to the Saudi magazine AL-YAMAMAH to be published tomorrow, 
the finance and national economy minister stated that suitable laws will be 
issued soon which will enable employees to concentrate on their primary 
responsibilities and yet provide them with the opportunity to do extra work. 
He pointed out that the goals of the Jubayl and Yanbu" projects are to stop 
exporting unrefined petroleum and gas and export refined industrial petro- 
chemical products on which many industries are based, and to develop mineral 
and industrial resources for local consumption and export, which means 
diversification of the local product and its source. 


On the rate of the riyal, Shaykh Muhammad Aba al-Khayl said that the riyal 
is not linked to the U.S. dollar. The riyal is priced on the basis of the 
value of the special drawing rights units, the book currency used by the 
IMF. It is based on the five principal currencies of the world, which are 
the U.S. dollar, the Japanese yen, the German mark, British sterling and the 
French franc. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


AVIATION AGREEMENT WITH NETHERLANDS--Jidda, 16 Mar (SPA)--Saudi Arabia and 
Holland today initialled here a civil aviation agreement facilitating regular 
flights between the two countries. The accord was signed by chairman of civil 
aviation, Shaykh Nasir ‘Assaf and his Dutch counterpart. Shaykh ‘Assaf told 
SPA the agreement aimed at promoting civil aviation between the two countries 
and establishing regular air routes between them. "The accord will help 
promote ties between the kingdom and Holland,"' he added. The agreement 
provides for endorsing of three weekly flights between the two nations and an 
extra bi-weekly flight in addition to thz current ones, he said. Expressing 
pleasure over the signing of the accord, the Dutch official described his 
talks with the Saudi delegation as “very fruitful."" "The talks centered on 
enhancing cooperation and understanding between Saudi Arabia and KLM national 
airliners," he added. [Text] [LD162152 Riyadh SPA in English 1905 GMT 

16 Mar 82] 


PETROCHEMICAL COMPLEXES--The cornerstones for the two complexes of the Saudi 
Petrochemical Company and al-Jubayl Petrochemical Company were laid in 
al-Jubayl today. Total investment in these projects is 14 billion Saudi 
riyals. The Saudi Petroch2mical Company complex will include seven factories 
which will produce approximately 1.3 million tons of chemical products per 
annum. The al-Jubayl Petrochemical Company project will produce 360,000 

tons of chemical products per annum. Production in this project will start 
in the year 1985. [GF171307 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1900 GMT 16 Mar 82] 
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SUDAN 


VICE PRESIDENT DISCUSSES GASOLINE CRISIS 
EA222216 Omdurman Domestic Service in Arabic 1700 GMT 22 Mar 82 


[Text] Gen ‘Umar Muhammad al-Tayyib, vice president of the republic and 
chairman of the State Security Organ [SSO] held a meeting in his office at 

SSO headquarters at noon today to discuss the gasoline crisis and appropriate 
measures [words indistinct]. The meeting lasted from 1200 to 1500 and was 
attended by Ba-Bakr ‘Ali Al-Tawm, minister of construction and public works; 
Yusuf Sulayman, minister of state in the Energy and Mining Ministry; Ahmad 
Shaykh Idris Manna, governor of Khartoum Province; Dr ‘Umar al-Shaykh, director 
of the General Corporation of Petroleum; Police Gen ‘Ali Yasin, commissioner 
general of police; Police Gen Ismail ‘Atiyyah, Khartoum's police commissioner; 
an official from the economic department of the SSO and his assistants; a 
representative from the Transport and Communications Ministry; a representa- 
tive from the railroads; and a number of officials from the Petroleum Corpora- 
tion. 


The meeting discussed all aspects of the gasoline crisis [word indistinct], 
quantities of gasoline and ways of transporting gasoline to the capital, the 
regions and the production areas. 


The meeting concluded that there are sufficient and adequate quantities 

of gasoline and benzine, both in the depots and in the pipeline. The trans- 
portation provided by the railroads for these commodities is highly efficient 
in the regions as well as in the capital. 


However, the main obstacle to providing these coniodities for consumption is 
the presence of certain negative aspects. The meeting proposed the necessary 
solutions for them which will be implemented with effect from tomorrow, and 
they should be adequate to put an end (?to congestion) in the market. 


The governor's office in Khartoum will announce several directives and 
regulations on implementing the decisions and dealing with problems. The 
meeting also decided that gasoline will be sent to the production areas in 
al-Qadarif, Kosti and Rank as well as the western and southern parts of the 
country. 


On the problem of power cuts at the filling pumps, the vice president of the 


republic and SSO chairman directed that electric generators should be 
provided for the pumps in one week's time. He also directed that tighter 
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control should be exercised at the filling pumps to ensure fair distribution 
to consumers and the gas station owners. He ordered the continued applica- 
tion of these measures, bringing them up to date from time to time and dealing 
promptly with breakdowns. The provision of telecommunications between the 
storage tanks at al-Shajarah and government offices in Khartoum must be 
speeded up. There will also be supervision and control of tankers trans- 
porting fuel from the storage tanks to the filling pumps and checks on the 
quantities coming from the storage tanks to the filling pumps. 


A daily meeting will be held at the Khartoum governor's office to follow up 
these measures, and the vice president of the ~epublic and SSO chairman will 
hold another meeting next Saturday to continue discussions of the matter. 


cso: 4500/124 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


OIL EXPLORATIONS NOTED--Tunis, 24 Mar (TAP)--There have been encouraging 
indications lately of the presence of oil in the regions of Sfax and the 
southwest. This announcement was made by an official responsible for the 
prospecting for and production of oil last night at a press conference held 
in Tunis at the Ministry of the National Economy. He added that the wells 
in the Sfax region, (Qubaybah), (Qarmadah 1) and (Qarmadah) West, contain 
reserves estimated at 4-8 million cm and that annual production could reach 
250,000 cm over 15 years on the basis of the oil reserves not exceeding 

4 million cm. Regarding the southwest, the reserves of the (Sabriyah) well 
is estimated at 4 million cm and the reserves of the (Al-Franigh) well 
exceeded that of the first well by an estimate of 4-10 million cm of gasoline 
which is considered better quality than oil. The same source explained that 
the recently discovered wells have been added to the 16 discovered some time 
ago and which will become productive this year or in the coming years. They 
are in the northeast and the south. He said that all these wells will lift 
the quantity of oil in the country by about 5 million tons a year over 15 
years and that this data will doutle national production estimated currently 
at 5.4 million tons a year, which is gradually shrinking to reach 2 million 
tons in 1976 [as heard]. He added that work on the accurate determination of 
the reserves of the various regions in the form of new seismic surveys and 
prospecting for new wells is underway. Finally he expressed optimism that 
new wells will be discovered in "hot" regions as (Duz) Sfax, the Gulfs of 
Hamamat and Qabis and the Tunisian south. [Text] [LD250228 Tunis TAP 

in Arabic 1000 GMT 24 Mar 82] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PRESS CONDEMNS ISRAELI WEST BANK ACTIONS 
GF231105 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 0545 GMT 23 Mar 82 


[Excerpt] Abu Dhabi, 23 Mar (WAM)--The newspaper AL-FAJR calls for a prompt 
collective Arab action to put an end to the Zionist blackmail because 
"keeping silent and waiting cannot lead us to anything, but rather gives 
Zionist entity the chance to go too far in aggression, impose its condi- 
tions, and tighten its grip." 


The newspaper warns of the serious present situation "whether in the occupied 
territories where the operations of suppression are in progress, in the 

south of Lebanon where Israel is concentrating its troops and the most 
powerful instruments of war in preparation for invading the Lebanese south, 
or in Sinai where Israel has showed obduracy over indisputable and 
unnegotiable rights." 


The newspaper says "the Arab nation is undergoing a serious test now. At 

the same time, it is in a very critical situation since protests will be of 
no avail and the UN Security Council will not accomplish much. We have 
already resorted to the veto too often. We should seriously act to wnite and 
achieve against the dangers besieging us, and we should prepare ourselves to 
bear the responsibility for facing the danger positively and without fanfare 
and slogans." 


The newspaper AL-ITTIHAD comments on the threats of the enemy's minister of 
war, saying that these threats "have been associated with conditions that 
would jeopardize the Camp David accords, especiaJly in light of the Israeli 
decision to continue to occupy the positions which are the subject of a 
dispute with Egypt." 


The paper says Israel, with these threats, has started to shatter the Camp 
David agreements because threatening to use force is even contrary to the 
texts of the Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty. AL-ITTIHAD refers to the enemy's 
decision to remain in disputable positions and to his refusal to accept 
international arbitration, saying that "by doing this, the enemy gives Egypt 
the difficult choice of either accepting this odd situation or continuing to 
confront the matter in a manner that would eventually lead to carrying out 
Sharon's threats." 
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The paper pointed out that the enemy's threat to abolish the autonomy nego- 
tiations and annex the West Bank means that the army of the enemy is on the 
alert, "and since Egypt has washed its hands of reaching any agreement on 
the future of the West Bank and Gaza, Sharon's threat to annex the West Bank 
at least will become de facto." 


Commenting on the Israeli enemy's threats to Egypt to halt the autonomy 
negotiations if Egypt refuses to hold these negotiations in occupied 
Jerusalem, the newspaper AL-WAHDAH says these threats affirm the ferocity of 
the current Zionist assault and uncovers" the predicament of those who deal 
with Israel." 


The newspaper adds: "The Egyptian regime wanted to compromise between 
accepting the Camp David agreements and refusing to recognize Jerusalem as 
the capital of the Israeli entity, but Israel rejected that course. The 
Egyptian regime wanted to continue the Zionist normalization of relations 
and to recognize the rights of the Palestinian people, but Israel rejected 
this course." 


Furthermore, the newspaper says: ‘'Perhaps, the Egyptian regime might have 
thought strengthening the alliance with the U.S. administration would allow 
the regime to have some degree of political maneuver with Israel, but the 
Begin government's reply has outspokenly affirmed that the reality of the 
U.S.-Israeli alliance is contrary to what Cairo thought, that the Camp David 
is but a U.S.-Israeli plot and that this plot was the inevitable result of the 
absence of Arab unity and the absence of a national liberation war." 


CSO: 4400/185 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 





FRENCH PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION HOLDS TALKS 
GF231705 Abu Dhabi Domestic Service in Arabic 1230 GMT 23 Mar 82 


[Text] Official talks between the delegation of the UAE Federal National 
Council headed by His Excellency Hilal Ahmad Lutah, chairman of the Federal 
National Council, and the French parliamentary delegation headed by Jean 
Michel (Baurshorn), member of the French National Assembly and chief of the 
special committee for developing foreign relations with Arab countries, were 
held today. In a speech delivered at the beginning of the talks, Hilal 
Ahmad Lutah emphasized the importance of dev:loping friendly relations between 
the Federal National Council and the National Assembly. He said that rela- 
tions between the UAE and France have been for many years characterized by 
friendship, but the last visit to occupied Palestine by French President 
Mitterrand caused apprehension among us with regard to its declared results 
because we look to France and the French president to stand alongside right 
and justice and not to tilt toward the Zionist enemy. The chairman of the 
Federal National Council affirmed that the French attitude regarding our just 
issue and Palestinian rights is an important matter for our relations with 
France in particular and with the European countries in general. He called 
on France to adopt a more positive attitude in support of rights and justice, 
emphasizing the importance of the role which could be played by the Federal 
National Council and the French National Assembly in strengthening human 
relations between the peoples of the UAE and France and in efforts to ensure 
that French policy does not follow a course that is unfair to Arab rights 
and the Palestinian issue. 


During the talks His Excellency Hilal Ahmad Lutah affirmed that the UAE 
policy outlined by His Highness Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan Al Nuhayyan gives 
priority to the Arab issue and Palestinian rights with regard to its rela- 
tions with others. 


The chairman of the Federal National Council referred to the decision of the 
European parliament's political committee to hold its forthcoming session in 
the occupied Arab Jerusalem, describing it as a hostile act against the UN 
decisions and international wishes. He called on the French parliamentary 
delegation not to participate in the session and to do what it can to prevent 
its convening in occupied Arab Jerusalen. 


[Baureshorn) said that the parliamentary group which he represents and which 
is working to develop Arab-French relations is now planning to visit PLO 
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Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat, affirming that such a visit will serve peace in the 
region. He said there is a continuous dialogue between officials of the PLO 
office in Paris and a number of parliamentary groups in the National Assembly. 
He affirmed that he will convey the views which the delegation heard to 
President Mitterrand, the chairman of the French National Assembly and French 
parliamentarians, particularly the UAE call on the French parliamentary 

group not to participate in the session of the European parliamentary council 
political committee in occupied Arab Jerusalem. He said the delegation 

is aware of UAE feelings toward this session which represents a provocative 
action for the Arab, referring to the European Ministerial Council's decision 
which considered this session as neither binding on the European governments 
nor expressing their views. 


(Baurshorn) denied that the French stance is biased toward Israel and said 
that his country's policy strives to conform with the international wish 

to establish just and lasting peace in the Middle East. He said that Presi- 
dent Mitterrand has emphasized the Palestinian people's rights, especially 
their right to establish their own state, which is a new step in French 
foreign policy. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


ASIAN LABOR FORCE CALLED ‘FIFTH COLUMN‘ 
GF241457 Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 24 Mar 82 p 1 
[Editorial: "The Asian Labor Force Is a Fifth Column" ] 


[Text] The Asian labor force in the Arab Gulf states is a real "fifth column." 
This fact must not be disregarded or underestimated and must be dealt with 

in view of its political, security and cultural threats. There are 5 million 
such laborers in the region and their numbers are many times greater than the 
number of actual citizens of the Arab Gulf states. 


When the Union of Kuwaiti Laborers once said that the Asian laborers were a 
"fifth colum" that served the interests of intermational imperialism, the 
union was telling the truth because the overwhelming majority of this labor 
force "infiltrated" the region through specialized "agencies," the most famous 
of which are "the Easter Construction Team" and "Operations Fratermity" 
[Ukhuwwat al-'Amaliyat]. These agencies are closely linked to the U.S. CIA 
because large numbers of the laborers are either former military personnel 

or persons who underwent concentrated military training programs. 


Americans or Western specialists have never noted the threat of Asian labor 

to the region. On the contrary, they have continued to stress that the threat 
comes from "the radicals." This shows that the warships and nuclear air- 
craft carriers stationed near the region may be part of any upcoming action 

to maintain the flow of oil to the United States and the "free world," as 
Weinberger said several months ago in one of the Arab Gulf states. 


In the Gulf the United States seeks to implement the Nixon doctrine which 

was carried out in Vietn am and Indochina or the Reagan doctrine which affirms 
U.S. military intervention in regions where U.S. interests and the interests 
of the free world are threatened. There is nothing better than the "fifth 
column" which was noted by the Union of Kuwaiti Laborers to implement 

specific and limited operations in any Arab Gulf state when U.S. interests 
necessitate such action, particularly since U.S. interests completely contra- 
dict the interests of the region's citizens and the goals of pan-Arab 
struggle. Thus the pretexts for U.S. intervention and the implementation 
"tools" of this intervention both exist. 
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It is this situation which calls upon every citizen, at every level of 
responsibility, to sound the alarm and call--especially in the UAE--for 
coordinated security action to organize the issue of the labor force through 
a defined and clear period of time and on the basis of a central political 
decision that affirms the threat of the Asian labor force to the interests 
of the homeland and the citizens, as well as its exception threats to the 
cultural and spiritual structure of the nation. 


Confrontation of the "Asian invasion" and thwarting any upcoming operation 
by the "fifth column" must be based on a correct national vision that asso- 


ciates Gulf security with Arab security and the progress of the Arab citizen 
in this region with the progress of the entire Arab nation. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


ROMANIAN ISLAMIC DELEGATION--Abu Dhabi, 23 Mar (QNA)--Muhammad ‘Abd 
al-Rahman al Bakr, UAE minister of justice, Islamic and Awqaf affairs, today 
met with a visiting Muslim delegation from Romania led by Shaykh ("Abd 
al-Sattar) Yacub Mehmet. WAM reported that they discussed Islamic 
activities in Romania and the possibility of spreading the teaching of the 
Arabic language and Islamic sciences. [GF231745 Doha QNA in Arabic 1440 GMT 
23 Mar 82] 


ISRAELI ACTIONS DENOUNCED--Abu Dhabi, 25 Mar (WAM)--The UAE has praised the 
popular uprising of the occupied Arab territories of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and sharply denounced the illegitimate measures by the Zionist enemy 
authorities to dissolve al-Birah Municipality and also their decision to 
dismiss Nablus mayor, Bassam al-Shak‘ah and Ramallah Mayor Karim Khalaf. 

In a statement to- WAM today, Rashid ‘Abdallah, UAE minister of state for 
foreign affairs, saluted the courageous resistance unleashed by the 
struggling Palestinian people in the occupied Arab territories against the 
tyrannical Zionist occupation. Rashid ‘Abdallah called on the UN Security 
Council to adopt a deterrent resolution against the occupation authorities 

and to stand up for right and justice. He urged all Arab countries to support 
and stand together with the uprising of the Palestinian people in the occupied 
territories and to offer them every help so that they can continue to resist 
the occupation which he said is aimed at imposing the so-called autonomy 
system. [Text] [GF251453 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 1305 GMT 25 Mar 82] 


NETHERLANDS PRIME MINISTER VISITS--His Highness the Amir Shaykh ‘Isa ibn 
Salman Al Khalifah received at Al-Rifa' Palace at 0090 today His Excellency 
Andreas Antonius Maria van Agt, prime minister of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands, and his accompanying delegation on the occasion of their visit 
to Bahrain. The meeting was attended by His Highness Prime Minister Shaykh 
Khalifah ibn Salman Al Khalifah, Foreign Affairs Minister Shaykh Muhammad 
ibn Mubarak Al Khalifah, and Netherlands Ambassador to Bahrain Mr Jonckheer. 
WAKH has learned that the Netherlands prime minister conveyed to the amir the 
greetings of the queen of the Netherlands. Bilateral relations and means of 
developing and strengthening them in different fields were also reviewed 
during the meeting. His excellency the Netherlands prime minister and the 
accompanying delegation left for Amsterdam after a 1-day visit to Bahrain 

at 1000 today. He was seen off at the airport by the Netherlands ambassador 
to Bahrain. [Text] [GF211205 Manama Domestic Service in Arabic 1030 GMT 

21 Mar 82] 
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DUBAI PORT STATISTICS--Imports for Dubai ports for November totaled 
486,310,659 kg costing 1,687,830,278 dirhams. The report published by 

the Dubayy Statistics and Customs Department today indicated that imports 
included food, livestock, fuel, chemicals, beverages, tobacco, raw materials 
other than fuel, processed food, machinery and transportation equipment. 

The report said the marine cargo accounted for 365,228,749 kg which cost 
1,299, 856,891 dirhams, air cargo amounted to 3,554,665 kg costing 238,392,913 
dirhams. and airmail cargo amounted to 15,714 kg worth 2,313,088 dirhams. 

The report also indicated that exports for Dubai ports amounted to 86,528,049 
kg costing 150,792,944 dirhams. Of these, marine cargo accounted for 
79,242,610 kg worth 122,716,442 dirhams, air cargo amounted to 386 kg worth 
6,365 dirhams and land exports amounted to 7,063,483 kg costing 27,893,537 
dirhams. [GF261104 Manama WAKH in Arabic 1000 GMT 26 Mar 82] 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


TALKS HELD WITH FRG MINISTERS IN SAN'A' 18 MARCH 
JN181516 San'a' Domestic Service in Arabic 1200 GMT 18 Mar 82 


[Text] Official talks were held this morning in the Foreign Ministry between 
the Yemeni side headed by Foreign Minister ‘Ali Lutfi al-Thawr and the FRG 
side headed by Dr (Baker Cortril), minister of state for foreign affairs. 


During the session, which was attended by members of the two delegations, the 
two sides reviewed bilateral relations and fields of fruitful cooperation 

and means to strengthen and develop them. They also discussed several current 
international issues, particularly the Middle East issue and international 
peace and security. 


A working session held earlier between the Yemeni and FRG ministers was 
attended by Brother Ghalib ‘Ali Jamil, Yemeni deputy foreign minister, and 
Dr Wolf-Dietrich Schilling, FRG ambassador in San'a'. 


The FRG delegation attended a luncheon hosted by the Yemeni foreign minister. 
The luncheon was also attended by a number of Yemeni ministers and Foreign 
Ministry officials. 


The FRG minister arrived in San'a’ at dawn today on a visit of several days 
during which he will convey a written message to President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah 
Salih from FRG Chancellor Helmut Schmidt dealing with bilateral relations. 
The FRG minister expressed his happiness for this visit and said that he will 


talk to the Yemeni officials about developing economic cooperation between 
the two countries. He hopes the talks will have positive results. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


AMBASSADOR TO MOROCCO--A republican decree was issued today appointing Yahya 
Husayn al-‘Arashi as the YAR's ambassador to the Kingdom of Morocco. 
[JNO70836 San'a' Domestic Service in Arabic 2000 GMT 7 Mar 82] 
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